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Abstract
Russian neurology was virtually nonexistent in the middle of
the 19th century which made a traineeship abroad an abso-
lute necessity. Charcot and his school did not just offer pro-
fessional training, but created the best minds, which would
determine the direction of neurology and psychiatry in Rus-
sia for many decades. After returning home, young Russian
doctors not only implemented everything they had learned
in Western Europe, but proceeded to make their own origi-
nal contributions. The most talented pupils of Charcot, in-
cluding such prominent names as Kozhevnikov, Korsakov,
Minor, Bekhterev and Darkshevich, became the founders of
neurological schools in Russia. They laid the basis for the fur-
ther development of neurology and psychiatry. Remarkably,
though trained by the same teachers, each of these future
‘founding fathers' of these neurological and psychiatric
schools followed his own individual path which resulted in
an undeniable diversity in Russian neurology and psychiatry
during the period of their formation.
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Introduction

Jean-Martin Charcot is considered to be the founder
of modern neurology, a title he rightly deserves, not only
because of his clinical descriptions and classification of
the nervous diseases, but also because it is through his
pupils that modern neurology emerged as a discipline.
Having himself been a grateful and dedicated pupil,
Charcot made teaching one of his main priorities. He
devoted every morning at Salpétriere entirely to teaching
and private conferences with the students, reserving
Tuesdays and Fridays for his official public lectures [1).
Obviously, the core of his pupils was shaped by his close
collaboration with names such as Marie, Babinski, Pitres,
Gilles de la Tourette, Marinesco, Janet, Souques, and
many others, who designed the way in which French neu-
rology developed over many years. Charcot’s main goal
was the creation of a Chair of Neurology by the Faculty
of Medicine and his accession to the Académie des Sci-
ences et de Médecine. Receiving foreigners and chairing
their theses belonged to his approach to achieve his goal
and to eliminate any competition from other colleagues
in France. Charcot’s knowledge, enthusiasm and artistry
attracted a huge number of pupils from abroad, and as his
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