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-+« The Cherr! Blossorpd'ffeabval s\ a sprlng
&' fes aI hic celebrates" the natural
 beal Joherry trees, along W|th
,,' énese food, cultur’é,ﬂnd hlsto‘ry ‘
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A What 1S Sakura Matsurl’?‘ g
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.+ * The festlval |§ held in springtime, in Japan
& because that'is when the cherryyblossom trees
: arem S n. Sakura Matsuri lasts from March to
w throﬁ Japan. It embarks from Okinawa
1C and end§ in Hokkaido (island) in
, :7 _ The celebration is held (nalnly in Tokyo,
, the county’s capital. \ \

2 is something called Hanami, which means
g flowers. It refers to the time when people
together to admire the beauty of many
blossoms.



Hanami — Viewing on Cherry Blossoms.
Picnics are frequented by most while observing their
country’s natural beauty.
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A Sakura MatS.url (the olden dayé)

e n anmentk’trfnes thd‘ leaders of Japan
; Eg view " the cherry bTbssoms in the
Y

.write poetry about them

'hey would offer up fheI( gratitude for the

":."- ity of Japan and ask th& it would In

stlirny, spread throughout the earth. It was a
acked ritual. |
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A Sakura Matsur-i (reoent times'}*

+ + In recent ttmés with«the ,development of
moaern#ogdcastmg Sak'l]ra Matsuri has

. found finterpational popularity ‘as  the
i Q,nts of the ceremohle§ can be televised

"~ dwide. , \

just to sit and walk beneath the
efry blossoms, basking in their beauty.



v Sakura Matsdri (recent times’}‘ «
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.+ * There are coi Certs musu:ﬂ and performance arts ‘
& activities, rides, beauty pageants as well as, |

. religious ceremanies and a number of other
attractior eldgurlng the festival.

The-Japanese are able tablend together tradition

-and enange by combining traditional elements
l:modern day tones. People weabrt eir special

.Onos while viewing the ikebana ﬂower

' )d stalls they sell traditional Japanese food
1S, as well as treats that use cherries as an
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voose L SomeisYoshino -«

-+ * Thousandsy of years off Japanese tradition
% celgbrate  the. cherry, which is featured
‘ prgfmincﬁlytdgr’jJapanese art and culture.

. @NT".; most popular species of Japanese
¥ “€hemry (sakura) tree is the scimei-yoshino

sdoensis). b N
BSaklra trees bloom' at different. times
‘_rg‘ ghout Japan, and, the blooming _

3 . oy B
JPeriod of somei-yoshinoisus = = =T







How Is Sakura I\/Iatsurl
4" Celebrated?? «4

.+ * Hanami g x' 44

S« Time of feasting and drinking (fdr the Japanese it
" isone Iampllgr\ilc among the beautiful cherry

5SOINS. ‘ .
it dl’uonal Japanese Song ar{d Dance

ese culture and showcase the best
ICians and performers from all over Japan in






 The best places in Tokyo to see
Best Places the beauty of the flowers are

Shinjuku Gyoen, a park with more

T ' than 1000 diverse species of
O VIeW Sakura (Cherry Trees) that bloom

at different points in the season,

Cherry allowing for greater viewing
. opportunity.
Blossoms: °PTW

« Sumida Park, alongside the
crystalline Sumida River, where
trees are often illuminated after
dusk and visitors can take boat
tours to see the trees on shore.

« Chidorigafuchi, the destination of
the old Edo castle, where Cherry
Blossoms coexist alongside
contemporary, and historic,
Japanese architecture.




Sumida Par
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3 Sakura I\/latsurl N the US‘ 3

- This annual festival’is now ce)lofrated not onIy in Japan, |
A but it has also &a‘éhed the sheres,ofithe United States.

<“& . In Washlngton IjC there is‘an anndal Cherry Blossom
' aI t rdes with the celebration held in Japan.
rry trees found along Potomac

mgton are cuttlngs fromrJapan, which the people of
. Japan gave as a gift to the. US back'in 1912.

. oughout its history, the cherry blosso\c(\s In
'N. smgton have served as a very strong link of

OlUs propagates of the cherry trees have been sent
ckiand forth between the two countries to preserve the

i 1
Jgenetic lineage of the trees.

cc , "



" SakuraMatsuri in the US;.

- The National Cherry Blossom Festival jsnow a
two-week annual c_:elebratiozréin the US. \

'« The:annual e\!'\e/:lf IS organiZzed by'the National Cherry
&' Blossom Festival, Inc. and over 7'00,000 people come

tnesgfthe celebrations.
1ése range from concerts to fireworks displays. It is
v.celebrated by'a number of activities, such as the
ssom Kite Festival, a sushi and sake. celebration,
yart exhibits, a kimono fashion show, martial arts and a
nbmBer of cultural performances. '

the last day of the festival, there is a parade,
Ich ends with the Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street
Stival. This is the largest Cultural Festival in the

.







