Talking about the Future




|. The Future Indefinite is formed by means of the auxiliary
vergs shall"and will and the infinitive without fo of the notional
ver

In grammar books they generally say that shall is used for the
first person singular and plural and wdl is used for the second
and third persons singular and plural. However, in Modern English
we can observe the tendency to use will for all persons in all the
Future Tenses.

2. In the interrogative form the auxiliary verb is placed' before
the subject.

n the negative form the negative particle nof is placed alter
the auxiliarv verb.



Affirmative Interrogative Negative
I shallt (will) work Shall I work? I shall not work
He will work Will he work? He will .not work
She will work Will she work? She will not work
We shall work Shall we work? We shall not work
You will work Will you work? "You will not work
They will work Will they work? They will not work

3. The contracted aif:rmatlve forms are:
'l work
You'll work
The contracted negative forms are:
[ shan't {[ant] work
He won’t [wount] work
4. The negative-interrogative forms are:

Shall we not work? Will he not work?
Shan't we work? {Won't he work?



The Future Indefinite is used to denote a future action.

I am tired. I shall go and have a nap before dinner. (Galsworthy)
it will be much cooler up at Fiesole. (Voynich)

The Future Indefinite is rendered in Russian by the future
perfective and imperfective.

| shall read ten chapters to-morrow
3aBTpa # NpOYTY AECATb TJa.

[ shall read the whole day to-morrow.
Jastpa 5 Gyxy wurath ueawht Jews.

In general the Future Indefinite Tense is seldom used in Mod-
ern English. The tendency is to denote a future action either by
means of the Present Continuous Tense (see page 89, § 9, 3) or,
which is most common, by means of the Future Continuous Tense
(see page 92, § 14, 2), or by means of the word combination fo
be going + Infinitive.



. The Present Continuous (I am doing) is used when speaking about something that has been arranged .m

ha en
A What are you doing tonight?
B.: I'm going to the football match.
Q A.: My sister is leaving tomorrow.
B.: Oh, is she? What time is she leaving?
Q A.: I'm seeing him tomorrow (= we’ve arranged to meet).

It is also possible to use going to (do) in these sentences (though the Present Continuous is preferable):
O What are you going to do tonight?

The Present Simple (I do) is used when talking about timetables, programmes, etc.
Q What time does the lecture begin?
Q The plane takes off at 4.30.
O Tomorrow is Christmas.

Be going to (do) is used:

1. whenone sayswhatoneintendstodointhe future. 2. when the speaker knows something is about to
Q A.. Areyougoingtowatchtheteno’clock happen. Usually there is something in the present

news? situation that makes the speaker sure about what
B.: No, I'm too tired, I’'m going to have Will happen:
an early night. QO Look at that little boy at the puddle. He is
Q I'm going to see this film (= | want to.., | going to fall into it!
intend to...). O The sky is overcast with black clouds. It's
O | was going to phone Eve but | came home going to rain.

too late.



-l (A, B) Write about your friend’s plans for the
coming summer vacation.

- (Ben/go/Siberia/train) — Ben is going to
Siberia by train.

1. (Lucy/stay/in the South of France/with her aunt)
2. (Roy/take/his younger brother/Canada/hls
parents)

5. (Miranda/go/round the Greek |slands/crwsmg
boat)

2 (A, B) Your relatives are preparing to leave
for the country for the summer. Ask them about
their arrangements.

(when/leave) When are you leaving?

1 (ARl /DY TR T) = c o cciccisidhanse sor soieemonnmmsnnasnion ?
2. (take/a lot of thingS?) — ceviiviiiiiiiieeieeeeens ?
3. (your pets/go/with you?) —
...................... ? 4. (let/your flat/for the season?) —
........................................ ? 5. (rent/a car?) —

........................................

3 (B, C) Put the verb into the Present Continuous
or the Present Simple.

My daughter (leave) is leaving for Paris

next Friday.
(train/arrive) Does your train arrive at 7.00
or 7.30?

Tis TRNEV (ODEN); i fomireorssmateks s a new
exhibition next month. 2. | see you’ve packed all your
thing s (YoUu/goiaway) wocssssrsrssesssssverstassnms .3. The
ShopPs here (OPeN) :......cvissevsssvansesssissass at 7.00
and (CIOSE) soimniimssnss nesesnomssamamssnis at5.30.4. The
performances at our theatre (start) ........ccccvveven...
............... at 7.30. 5. What time (the plane for Moscow/
1@AVE) < wvvmioiinvoissansiressessaadios ? 6. Daddy, we (go/
TORASWINM) s ris i sieas . (you/come)
........................................ with us? 7. | hear, you
(launCh) e a new programme
soon.

(B, C) Translate into English.

Jasani nongeEm B TeaTp 3aBTpa.

M3BuHU, MHEe Bbl O4EHb XOTENI0Cb, HO 9 3aBTpa
paboTaio gonosagHa.

Torpa kak Hac4éeT cpenbl?

Botochk, 51 He Mory. A BCTpeyaio poauteneit B aspo-
rnopTy.

Hy a 410 Tl Aenaewb B cyb660Ty Be4epom?

A urpato B TEHHUC B 3Ty Cy6060TYy.

MoHATHO. A B BOCKpPEeCeHbe BEe4epPOM Tbl CBO-
6oaHa?

B BOCKpeceHbe y Hac Be4Yep BCcTpeyu (reunion
party) B LLKONe.

2 gl P Be i
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(A, B) Say when you are going to do something.

Have you watered the flowers? (in the

Y N
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morning)
Not yet. I’'m going to water them in
the morning.

Have you washed your hair? (just)
Not yet. I’'m just going to wash it.

Have you spoken to the manager? (after lunch)
[ (= e L I e Y
Have you made the tea? (just)

NOEVEL [ crnmas s anrimmrmmsrrsss sl e
Have you bought a car? (soon)

NOTVETE: il s i s s tm s Ao
Have you done your homework? (just)

NOEVeTL. 1 it T

(B) Write questions with be going fo.

I've found a little puppy in the park. (what/
with it?)
What are you going to do with it?

It’s unexpectedly hot today. (what/you/wear?)
Viad has given me his latest painting. (where/
you/hang it?)

I’'ve decided to sell this house. (what/you/buy/
instead?)

2. Did they visit the Tate Gallery?
3 TO (g (o) AR R D e R R but they
changed their mind.

3. Did he attend the meeting?
L T £ [ but he
changed his mind.

8 (B) You have to say what you think is going to
happen in these situations.

Your friend has decided against going to

the concert. (regret) — She is going to
regret it.

1. You are my best friend. We’ve been friends for
many years. Now you are going away. (miss)

2. The children went to the woods all by
themselves. They don’t know the area well. (get
OSL) it S TR A s R e

3. Thereis a hole in Tom’s jacket pocket. He’s put
some small change in it. (lose)

4. On the screen of your mobile phone there is a
warning: “Low Battery”. And your charger is
nowheretobe fToURE: c:ooinl o dosdefmdessmmde
............................. (turn off).

Q (B, C) Translate into English.

1. Tl no4YucTun MawmHy? — Het ewé. A nounwy eé
3aBTpa. 2. Bbl y>ke noobeganu? — Het ewié. Mbl Kak
pas3 cobupaemcsa obenatb. 3. Heb6o Takoe ronyodoe.
Byner 4ynoecHbin AeHb. 4. 9 pewwmna ycTtpouTb
3BaHbIn Beyep. — Koro Tbl cobupaewbcsa npurna-
cunTth? 5. TBOU ApYy3ba e34unnm B OoTnyck B Vcna-
HUW? — HeT, oHn cobupanucb, HO nNepenymanu.
6. ODk3ameH 3aBTpa. Tbl COBCEM HE 3aHNMasCsH. Tbl
NpPOBaJIULLILCS.



] O (B) Decide what to do or not to do in the
following situations.

Letters travel too long (phone them). / think

we’ll phone them.
It’s too cold today (go skating). / don’t think
we’ll go skating.

1. What @ hot dayl ......conssissasincesnessinmniie
.................................. (for a swim)

2 WO TETOO NSO NIOML. orsssnesssisnisescssmssnasssmmimess

.............................. (homework/tomorrow)

3. YouTorgobt o phoNe ANN. ......civiwcessosmsmasas
....................................... (now)

4... II's late eVening. ..s.csiicsssmsmsisetasssasiasses
.................................. (coffee)

5. [It’svery hotin Africa in summer. ......cceevvvvvenen...
........................................... (there/on holidays)

6. Youhavealot oOf WOrk to. do. ...ocovsumunsinsassiaisass
........................................ (to the cinema)

7. You like juice more than lemonade. .................
................................................... (have juice)

8 IESWINOYOHBING. s s s sassasses
.......................... (for a walk)

9. Youdon’tlike travelling by train. ......................
.............................................. (by car)

10: Youtael SleBpy .. iisvvismiismmrrsssn el

....................... (TV tonight)
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(B) You do not want to babysit with your
infant nephew instead of your mother.

Mother: Oh, | must clean the flat.

You: It’s all right. I'll clean the flat.

Mother:
You:
Mother:
You:
Mother:
You:

Oh, | must go to the cleaner'’s. ...............
It’s all right. |
Oh, | must buy food for the next week.

........................................
...........................................................

] 2 (B) Agree and promise to do things.

A.: Can you type this letter?
B.: Sure. I'll type it after lunch.

A.: Do you promise to phone him?
B.: Yes, | promise. I'll phone him tonight.
1. A.: Canyou cook the dinner today?
105 MO, iusimvussi i el saliss vees ity samaaas (in the
afternoon)
2. A.: Do you promise to write to me?
B YOS i s sia (as soon
as | get there)
3. A.: Canyouwash my sweater?
B2 Al FIONL cauisicasmmmmmissss s v
(tomorrow)
4. A.: Please, don’t break anything.
Bi: DonEWOTY:l osiiniomsiciisasnnsessis (anything)
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WAYS OF REFERRING'TO THE FUTURE

The following table summarises the different structures we use to talk about the future.

Form Example Meaning

will Pl just go and get my coat. = an immediate decision about what you
are going to do

will Yow’ll be sick if you eat more chocolate. = a general prediction

be going to I’'m going to stop in a minute. = a personal intention

be going to Look out! We’re going to hit the car in front. = a prediction after looking at what is

Present Continuous
Present Simple

will + Continuous
will + Continuous
will + Continuous
will + Perfect
will + Perfect

Continuous

be + to-infinitive

We’re going to the cafe. Won't you join us?
The coach leaves in ten minutes.

Don’t phone too early because I’ll be putting
the baby to bed.

We’ll be working on this until the end of
the year.

I’ll give your letter to him — I’ll be seeing
him later.

We’ll have driven over five hundred miles
by the time we get there.

We’ll have been living here for ten years
next May.

He is to be given an award.
You’re to stay here until you’ve apologised.

happening now
= fixed plans/ arrangements
= an unalterable arrangement or fact

= an action that will be in progress some
time in the future

= an activity that will be happening

" during a period in the future

= an action that will happen because it is
regular or decided

= an event that will be finished before a
specified time in the future

= a state of affairs in progress for a
period up to a specified time in the future

= an official arrangement or order




* We use shall with I or we with the same meaning as Ilm

will. However, it is becoming increasingly formal —
its most common current use is in polite offers or to
ask advice (see Unit 3, Section 1.1):

Shall I open the door for you? What shall we do now?

2 WiILL IN TIME CLAUSES AND /F-CLAUSES

We omit will in time clauses after when, as soon as,
until, before, etc:

I’'m not going to speak to her until she’s apologised.
However, with conditional clauses (after if, unless,
providing, etc.) we can use will, but only:

e when we want emphasis and will makes an intention

Or prormmise stromnger:

If vou will insist on the best, then you must expect to pay

more for it.
= in polite requests — will means "be willing to’:

If vou’ll hold these bags for me, I can open the door:

e We use would instead of will in reported speech
and conditionals:
T hey promised they would work on it all weekend.
Harry asked me if I would help him out.

3 COMMON PHRASES

I’m (just) about to go out. (— in a very short time)
We were on the point of leaving when the bell rang.
We’re due to meet in half an hour



o Tick (v') the most appropriate of the

underlined words.

a She looks very pale. I think she’ll / she’s going to
faing.

b I'll/ I'm going to do that for you, if you like.

c I'll be/I'm going to be a rocket scientist when 1

grow up.
d ‘Somebody’s at the door.” T'll/I'm going to see
who it is.’

e I need to be home early today so I leave / am
leaving at 4.00.

f We’'ll be in plenty of time providing the traffic

is not / will not be too bad.

g She asked if I would / will be so kind as to give
her a lift.

h What sort of job do you think you will do / will be
doing in a few years time?

i By the time you get back, all the food will have
gone / will go.

j The two Prime Ministers are to / shall discuss the
current economic cCrisis.




€D rill each of the numbered gaps in this passage
with one suitable word.

‘Remember that by the terms of the contract you
are AU € (1) to leave before midday,” the voice said.

(7 “Yes. Yes, Il know. I was ... . .. (2) about to pack
#. -~when you rang.’

‘Midday,” the voice repeated.

ﬁ ‘1 know. As I said, I was on the ... . (3) of leaving
—=. — packing, then leaving.’

SR ‘Thatis ........ (4) you want to pay for another
&0 week, the voice continued.
@ ‘No. No, T'11 .. . (5) out by twelve,” 1 stammered.
:;@i ‘It does say very clearly on your door that all
& A cuests are .. (6) vacate their rooms by midday;’
the voice went on, quite unnecessarily, I thought.
‘LLook. I've told you,” 1 shouted, I'll have ..... .. {(7)
- before the clock strikes twelve! I'm ........ (8) in less
than fifteen minutes. The flies, ants and
cockroaches will soon ........ (9) partying in a

punctually vacated apartment. Have no fear.’

5 Kindly remember that the new occupants
e . (10) in at ...0

‘I know! Midday!” I screamed, and threw down the
phone.




I ————————m.,
~ THE FUTURE INDEFINITE IN THE PAST ‘H

§ 7. The formation of the Future Indefinite in the Past.

|. The Future Indefinite in the Past is formed by means of the
auxiliary verbs should and would and the infinitive without 4o of
the notional verb.

Should is used for the first-person singular and plural.

Would is used for the second and the third persons singular and
plural. However, the tendency s fo use would for all persons in
all the Future Tenses in the Past,

2. Tn the interrogative form the auxiliary verb is placed before
the subject.

In the negative form the negative partlcle nof is placed after

the auxiliary verb.



Affirmative interrogative Negative
I should (would) Shouid I work? I should not work
work .
He (she) would  Would he (she) - He (she) would not work
work work? :

We should work  Should we work? We should not work
You would work  Would you work? You would not work
They would work  Would they work?  They would uot work

3. The contracted affirmative and negative forms are:
I'd work I shouldn't work
He'd work He wouldn't work

4. The negative-interrogative forms are:

Should | not work? Would he not work? -
Shouldn't I work? Wouldn’'t he work?

The Future Indefinite in the Past denotes an action which was
future from the pomt of view of the past.

" I was suré he would agree with me.



