Passive Voice

—



NOTE: the action

Future

have asked

have been asked

L & ¥ s is done to the subject
Present ask(s) am He asks/
is asked He is asked
are OH cnpaiwumsaet/
2 Ero cnpalumsaiot
ug, Past asked was  _red
Future will ask will be asked
Present am am He is asking/
is asking is being asked He is being asked
g are are OH ceiyac cnpawmsaeT/
2 Ero cenyac cnpawmsaioT
§ Fest W asking o being asked
were were
Future will be asking -
Present have have He has asked/
has R has boan asked He has been asked
§ OH yxe cnpocun/
‘E Past had asked had been asked Ero yxe cnpocunu




Modal Verbs

can/could

may/might be done
must/have to have been done
should/would

needn't




1. Alotof rice is eaten in Asia.
2. These houses were built about twenty-five years ago.
3. Our class will be taught by another teacher next year.

Simple

4. Lions and tigers can be seen in z0os.
5. When he was in hospital, he had to be fed; he couldn’t eat himself.
6. The books may be kept for two weeks. After that they must be returned to the library.

7. The little girl has been very ill and the doctor says she mustn’t go to school,
so she is being taught at home.
| couldn’t use my car last week, it was being repaired.

9. This room hasn’t been swept for a fortnight.
10. He said the newspaper had been thrown away.

Perfect | Continuous
oo




1. We use the passive when it is not so important (or unknown) who or what did the action:
Jd Myarticle was published yesterday.

J Rome wasn’t built in one day.
Jd The origin of the Universe will never be explained.

2. It'swrong to consider the passive to be another way of expressing a sentence in the active voice. We
use it only when we don't know or don't want to say who did it
J - Helen likes English. (But not “English is liked by Helen”, It sounds funny in English).

3. Only the verbs which take an object can go into the passive. Intransitive verbs can’t be used in the
passive voice. They are as follows:

= to fly, to arrive

- to be, to become

- to have, to lack, to possess, to consist, to belong
- to hold, to suit, to resemble, to fit

- to appear, to seem, to come, to go, to last

d  The hall holds 500 people.

d  They have a nice house.

J My shoes don’t fit me.




4. There are sentences in the active having a passive meaning:
U This shirt irons well.

O Your book reads well.
O This coat will wear a lifetime.

5. If you want to say who did it or what caused the action, use by or with. BY — with animated things and
elements, WITH - for instruments, tools, weapons, materials.

Q The house was built by my grandfather.

Q It was destroyed by fire.

Q The room was filled with smoke.

Q The wood can be cut with a knife.

6. We use the Infinitive after modal verbs and a number of other verbs. The Passive Infinitive is to be
done/to have been done:

O | want to be left alone.

O The music could be heard far away.

O My bicycle has disappeared. It must have been stolen.

7. Ifitis possible to make two different passive sentences, it is more usual for the passive sentence to

begin with the person:
O Ann wasn'’t offered the job.

Q The job wasn’t offered to Ann. (seldom used)




Study the Pattemn

8. Some verbs can be used only in the following type of passive constructions:

G explained
announced

is
described
smth was to smb
é will be , = repeated =
dictated
pointed out

Q The news was announced to everybody.
Q Everything will be explained to you later.




9. Passive constructions with the verbs to advise, to allow, to ask, to award, to deny, to forbid, to forgive,
to grant, to offer, to order, to pay, to promise, to refuse, to show, to teach, to tell, etc. present some
difficulties. In English the subject of such constructions corresponds to the Russian indirect object. The
centre of a passive construction in English is not changed. Pay attention to the following difference:

4 ACTIVE PASSIVE

Russian 5 npocun ... Mens nonpocunu ...
fckasanemy..  MHeckasam ...

English | asked.... | was asked ...
I told him ... Iwas told ...




Q He was given a ten days’ leave. — EMy fjanu pecatuaHeBHbI OTMYCK.
0 Have you been shown the documents? — Bam nokazanu JOKyMEHTbI?
O They were told to wait. - im Benenun nogoxaars.

10. The verbs which take prepositional objects can form passive constructions of the following pattern: (the
list of such verbs is given below)

sent for
spoken about

laughed at

Q The film was much spoken about.
Q The doctor was sent for.

Mind the place of the preposition in Russian and English:

r RUSSIAN ENGLISH

Hag H1m 4acTo cMeloTes.
0 Hem MHOro rosopunu.

He is often laughed at.
He was much spoken about.




The verbs taking prepositional objects. It should be remembered that not all of them retain this preposition

in Russian.

to agree to/with
to agree on/upon
to arrive at

an agreement
to arrive at

a compromise
to arrive at

a conclusion

to arrive at a decision

to call for/on
to count on

to deal with

to find fault with
to hear of

to insist on/upon
to interfere with
to laugh at

to look after

to look at

to make fun of
to pay attention to
to put up with

to refer to

to rely on/upon

A

cornaiwaTbCcs C Y4em-To
NPUIATU K COrNaLLIEHWUIO
MPUIATU K COrnatLeHuio

MPUIATA K KOMNPOMUCCY
NPUIATY K 3aKTII0YEHUIO

MNPUIATU K PELLEHNIO
3alTK 32 KEM-TO
Ha[EeATLCS, PACCHUTBI-
BaTb Ha KOro-nmobo
UMETb Aeno ¢
NPUAMPAaTLCA K
CNbilLaTh 0

HacTauBaTb Ha
BMELLMBATLCA B, MELLIATb
CMeATLCA Hafl
yXaxmBaTb 3a

CMOTPETb Ha
HacmexaTbCs Haf,
obpallaTtb BHUMaHWE Ha
NPUMUPUTLCS C
ceCbinaTbes Ha
ronaraTbCs Ha

to send for ~ rocblinaTh 3a
to speak about/of, to — roBoputh 0, C

to take care of — 3ab0TUTLCH O
to talk about — roOBOPUTL O
to think of — AymaTb 0
to write about - nucarb 0
B
to account for — 0OBACHATb
to comment on — KOMMEHTUPOBaTb
to listen to - cnywarb
to look for — ucKaTb
to lose sight of - MOTepsATb U3 BUAY
to make a fool of — [ypayuTb
to make use of — UCNOoMb30BaTh
to operate on — onepupoBaTb
to provide for - CHabxaTtb
to putan end to = MONOXUTb KOHEL,

to take (no) notice of — (He) 3ameyarb

Q The boat was soon lost sight of.
Q The child should be taken care of.
Q His remark was taken no notice of.



§ 4. Ways of translating the Passive Voice into Russian.

There are three ways .of translating the Passive Voice into
Russian:

(a) by the verb 6bzmb+1cpa'rxas (bopMa npHUACTHA CTpajaTent-
noro sanora. In the Present the verb 6ume is not used.

(b) by verbs in -ca.

(c) by means of indefinite-personal constructions (seonpene-
NEHHO-JHYHLIE TMPeNNOXEHUS).

The last way of translating is possible only if the doer of the
action is not mentioned.

Houses are built of stone.

JloMa CTPOATCS u3 KaMHA.

Homa cTPOAT M3 KaMus.

The house was built in 1932.

lom (6mx) mocTpoer B 1932 roay.

Iom nocrpennn B 1932 rony.

The experiment was made by a famous scienlist.
Onnt Oba nponNsBeREH 3HAMEHHTHM YUEHLIM.
OnbiT NPOM3BOMMICH 3HAMEHHTHIM YUCHHIM.

N
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(A) Put the sentences into thhe Passive Voice

where possible.

; £

8.

OS.

10.

2 Ly ja

j 8

13.

14.

Someone will drive you to the airport.

....................................................................
....................................................................
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....................................................................
....................................................................
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....................................................................
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week.




pal

(A, B) Write the sentences in thhe Passive.

(Mmy sister/operate on/a distinguished

10.

7 i

2.

13.

surgeon) My sister will be operated on by
a distinguished surgeon.

(a sound of violin/hear/in the hall)

....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................

....................................................................




5

{B) Read about the situation and write a

sentence. Use thhe words in brackets.

1 2 He seldom keeps his promiise. (he/can/

rely on) He can’t be relied on.
= He’s very sensitive. (he/not like/1To laugh
at) He doesn 't like o be lcaughed at.

The child is very ill. (The doctor/send for)

The old car is in excellent condition. (it/Tlook after/
well)

He was speaking for two hours. (he/listen to/in
silence)

She is going into hospital tomorrow . (she/take
good care of)

She is always breaking things in the kKitchen.
(she/speak to/about her carclessness)

He’s a sensible man. (his advice/listen to/
carefully)

The dentist said her teeith were very bad. (they/
take care of)

He never broke a promise in his life. (he/can/
rely on)

Shakespeare was bormn more that 400 years ago.
(he/look upon/as the greatest of English poets)




] O (B, C) Open the brackets, using the correct
form in the Passive Voice.

1. Dictionaries may not (US€) ......cceeevvvivvnnnnnnn. at the
examination. 2. Thiscopy (notread) .......ccccvvvvvevnnnn...
1N DORPE (NOL: CUL) vivnuiiuassnissess i 17 not

wearing my black shoes today. They (mend)
.......................... =i TS OO (USB) ..cssecivssins
............... only on special occasions. 5. Bicycles must
ROLEAIOANE) ... .50 codiian . acavie. in the hall. 6. He was
taken to hospital this afternoon, and (operate on)
.......................... tomorrow morning. 7. The damaged
bulldings (eCDNSINUICE) ...ccctiimrececcoccnnnccns now, the
reconstruction (finish) .....cccoeeeiieeana... by the end of
the year. 8. The paintings (exhibit) .......ccccevvveeaen.....
till the end of the month. 9. She heard footsteps, she

thought she (TOllOW) .......ussxsscsdammmenaass . 10. Normally
this street (SWeBP) ......cssecisisascisssisss every day, but it
CEICTE DANMEIREN). o onissniinsonssnpimssicans yesterday. 11. She is
very selfish, she (spoil) .....ccceeieeieniannnn... by her parents.

12. Thousands of new houses (build) ......cocveinnnnnnnnn...
every year.



-I ] (B, C) Open the brackets. Use the
necessary tenses in the Passive Voice.

1. TN HVING~TOOM: (BWOOD) sussrnssavunsesvsisnasssssn ;
(MOPD) icsiissncinpsnninssanassnssns anad (AUst) ......iscacseeines
............. .tiscleannow. 2. We (tell) ......ccceene......
............. to wait because the man (question) in the
room. 3. if he comes.in you (find) ........cicceataiennie.
........... looking through his papers. 4. For the first
WO IMINUEES NS (OBRUPY ) o« csnsisisnadinseissannninss with
eating; then as his appetite (quiet) ........cccc.........
.............. , he took his time. 5. Why nothing (do)

............................... about it at the time? 6. You
can’t go in. She (interview) .......cccccaciecvabvevecsssss for
the TV. 7. She promised that nothing (do)
............................... till he came back. 8. | had a

most unpleasant feeling that | (watch) .....................
.......... . 9. She looked a different girl. Her face (wash)
............................... , her hair (comb) ........cc.ec.es.
.............. . All traces of tears (remove) .........ccceu.......
........... . 10. We could still see the tracks where the
EREVENRNT) oo ssunsinininisovisnainusens off the road.




1 3 (C) Put the verbs in brackets into the
correct tense form in the Active or in the Passive.

1. What a mess! This room (redecorate) ...............
................ ? 2. From the clink of dishes one could tell
the supper (prepare) .......cceceeececeicicnccannnns . 3. The front
door of his house (unlock) as he (leave) .............
.................. it. 4. Mrs Fripp (come) to inform her that

dinner already (Serve) ......cciicccsanvasssnansnsnnea .. . THS
PINASE (OOEL) csiicanisssasisssnsssnssssonan by a strange laugh
TTom astudernt WhoO (Sit) ......cccceucenvorcsvssansansses near the
Wall: ©. A -DOTE {(DINDAL :cicsvsssnimansinsanmnssassisns in,

adciressed 10 ElaanOr, 8N {PUE) -cccicassrconmnmmvammaiassms
on the table to await her. 7. What a lovely bike! It (buy)
............................... yvesterday? 8. To his knowing
eyes the scene below easily (explain) .............
.................. . 9. The door (shut) behind him. 10. Finally,

S NI (CAll) <.o.cvcucaisicsisssscssiassasins and the boy (push)
............................... forward to her. 11. The dishes
CVBELEIIN) o vsiihnnodiditsniinmnunmes dultas Yol Z2Who (JdO) ...caviioaa

................... it? 12. At lunch nothing (discuss)
............................... but the latest news. 13. “Will you
work on this new job all your life?” The question (ask)
............................... with sincere interest. 14. She (tap)
............................... on the door. John (open)
............................... it. 15. Look! There’s nothing here.

............................... away.



