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Lexis

• Idioms
• Phrasal verbs (except formal register)
• Thematic vocabulary
• Sophisticated lexis 
• Advanced collocations 
• Linking words
• Binomials
• Adverbial modifiers



Grammar

• Conditionals
• Cleft sentences
• Inversion
• Inverted conditionals
• Modal verbs 
• Perfect Infinitives
• Participle Clauses
• Relative Clauses 
• Double Comparatives



Stylistics

• Parallel structures
• Metaphors
• Similes
• Style
• The rule of three items in enumeration 



Genre Features

• Essay – speculation 
• Report – analysis of data and suggestions
• Proposal – analysis of data and recommendations
• Review – description 
• Formal letter – complain\opinion\analysis
• Informal letter – opinion
• Article – narration + description 
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CAE Essay Assessment Criteria

COMMUNICATIVE 
ACHIEVEMENT

LANGUAGE



Time Management

•Time your writing
•35 mins – wriring 
•10 mins – editing 



General Tips

If you don’t like your writing, don’t expect examiners to like it. 
Write at advanced level, but don’t overuse sophisticated lexis. 
If you want to use a word, an idiom, a phrasal verb – make sure you know 
the meaning and the register. Make sure it collocates with the 
environment. 
Try to meet the word limit. Fewer words  means you have not developed 
the topic enough. More words means you are repeating ideas. 
Each paragraph should start with a topic sentence, which then should be 
developed in supporting sentences. 
When you have finished, read your writing and check whether it sounds 
like a flow. If you read it without stumbling, it’s good. Otherwise, 
eliminate all stumbling points. 


