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“iure 1. NK cell actavation results from a balance between negative signals provided by the killer cells
inhibitory receptors (KIR) recognizing human leukocyte antigen (HLA)-—<class 1 molecules and positive
signals mainly provided by smess-induced hgands following, for example, viral infection or tumor trans-
formation. Normal cells (panel A) are protected from NK lysis by engagement of KIRs by HLA-class 1
molecules. Absence of KIR engagement by HIL A-class 1 molecules is not sufficient to induce target cell
killing since the simultancous triggering of activating receptors is also required (panel B). When the cell
expresses both HL.A-class 1 molecules and hgands for activating receptors, a weak lysis (or no lysis at
all) is observed. In contrast, the simultancous presence of ligands for actvating receptors and the absence
of HLL A—<class 1 molecule engagement (panel D) results in an efficient target cell lysis.
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