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Legislation

• legislation, the preparing and 

enacting of laws by local, 

state, or national legislatures. 

• In other contexts it is 

sometimes used to apply to 

municipal ordinances and to 

the rules and regulations of 

administrative agencies passed 

in the exercise of delegated 

legislative functions.





History of Hindu law

• CLASSICAL PERIOD - Classical Hindu law is a category of Hindu law 

(dharma) in traditional Hinduism, taken to begin with the transmittance of the Vedas and ending in 1772 

with the adoption of "A Plan for the Administration of Justice in Bengal" by the Bengal government.

• BRITISH PERIOD - It was not until the 1770s, when the British Empire came to 

colonize India, that the concept of law came into practice. Colonial Hindu law marks a long span of 

nearly 200 years, beginning in 1772 and ending in 1947. This period may be split into two main phases. The 

first phase (beginning in 1772 and ending in 1864) is marked by three main events: translation of the 

Dharmaśāstras by British scholar-administrators, the use of court pandits to define laws and rules, and 

the rise of case law. The second phase (from 1864 to 1947) is marked by the dismissal of court pandits, the 

rise of legislative processes, and a codified law system.

• MODERN PERIOD - Modern Hindu law refers to one of the personal law systems 

of India along with similar systems for Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, and Christians. This Hindu Personal Law 

or modern Hindu law is an extension of the Anglo-Hindu Law developed during the British colonial 

period in India, which is in turn related to the less well-defined tradition of Classical Hindu Law. The 

time frame of this period of Hindu law begins with the formal independence of India from Great Britain 

on August 14, 1947, and extends up until the present. While modern Hindu law is heralded for its inherent 

respect for religious doctrines



Sources typical for common 

law in India

• The fact that the parties govern the contracts 

is a component of common law whereas the 

requirement of overall compliance with the 

Indian Contract Act is a characteristic of civil 

law. 

• Hence, in order to conclude, it can be 

conveniently arrived at that India is a Common 

Law country with traces of Civil Law in it.





Types of Hindu law
• CONSTITUTIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

- The constitution prescribes a federal structure of 

government, with a clearly defined separation of legislative 

and executive powers between the Federation and the States. 

Each State Government has the freedom to draft its own laws 

on subjects classified as state subjects. Laws passed by the 

Parliament of India and other pre-existing central laws on 

subjects classified as central subjects are binding on all 

citizens. However, the Constitution also has certain unitary 

features, such as vesting power of amendment solely in the 

Federal Government, the absence of dual citizenship, and the 

overriding authority assumed by the Federal Government in 

times of emergency.



• CRIMINAL LAW - The Indian Penal Code 

formulated by the British during the British Raj 

in 1860, forms the backbone of criminal law in 

India. The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

governs the procedural aspects of the criminal 

law.

• Jury trials were abolished by the government in 

1960 on the grounds they would be susceptible 

to media and public influence. This decision was 

based on an 8-1 acquittal of Kawas Nanavati in 

K. M. Nanavati vs. State of Maharashtra, which 

was overturned by higher courts.



• CONTRACT LAW - The main contract law in 

India is codified in the Indian Contract Act, 

which came into effect on 1 September 1872 

and extends to all India. It governs entrance 

into contract, and effects of breach of 

contract. Indian Contract law is popularly 

known as mercantile law of India. Originally 

Indian Sales of Goods Act and Partnership 

Act were part of Indian Contract act, but due 

to needed amendment these acts were 

separated from Contract Act. The Contract 

act occupies the most important place in 

legal agreements in India.



• LABOUR LAW - Indian labour law are among 

the most comprehensive in the world. They 

have been criticised by the World Bank, 

primarily on the grounds of the inflexibility 

that results from government needing to 

approve dismissals. In practice, there is a 

large informal sector of workers, between 

80 or 90 per cent of the labour force, to 

whom labour rights are not actually 

available and laws are not enforced.



• TORT LAW - Tort law in India is primarily 

governed by judicial precedent as in other 

common law jurisdictions, supplemented by 

statutes governing damages, civil procedure, 

and codifying common law torts. As in other 

common law jurisdictions, a tort is breach of 

a non-contractual duty which has caused 

damage to the plaintiff giving rise to a civil 

cause of action and for which remedy is 

available.



• TAX LAW - Indian tax law involves several 

different taxes levied by different governments. 

Income Tax is levied by the Central Government 

under the Income Tax Act 1961. Customs and 

excise duties are also levied by the Central 

government. Sales tax is levied under VAT 

legislation at the state level.

• The authority to levy a tax is derived from the 

Constitution of India which allocates the 

power to levy various taxes between the Centre 

and the State.





Characteristics of Hindu 

law

• In Hinduism, law is discussed as a subset of 

dharma which signifies behaviors that are 

considered in accord with rta, the order that 

makes life and the universe possible, and 

includes duties, rights, laws, conduct, virtues 

and ''right way of living''. 

• The concept of Dharma includes Hindu law.



Indian legal system

• There are five types of legal system i.e. civil 

law; common law; customary law; religious 

law and mixed law. 

• India has a federal judicial system which 

legal system based on mixed law i.e. based on 

parliamentary legislature, court laws, 

customary & religious laws as well.




