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This continuity results largely from the nature of
the written language itself. It is the use of
characters, not letters as in Western languages,
that is most important in the Chinese language.
The characters stand for things or ideas and so,
unlike groups of letters. Thus Chinese could be
read by people in all parts of the country in spite
of gradual changes in pronunciation, the emergence
of regional and local dialects, and modification of
the characters .



“The four ways of creating
Chinese characters

huiyi xingshéng
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xiangxing

% JZPictograms

sun (B) 1. Pictograms characters derive

Q CNoX™) 6 g | |from pictures, they have been

standardized, simplified, and

moon ( B ) stylized to make them easier to

Q ) D -D 9 & write, and their derivation is
therefore not always obvious.

e Examples include for sun for
moon, and | for tree.




zhi shi
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Self-explanatory

2 Based on the pictographic characters, Chinese
people added more strokes to an existing
character to indicate abstract meanings.

JJ(dao) + > =7](rén)
knife blade

AR(mU) + —=4<(bén)

tree 1root




J; =-up ‘F ~=~ down

A(mU) + —=4(bén) % L 4

tree root

last

4\



Huli yi
£== Combined-meaning

3. Another method of creating new characters is
to integrate two or more existing characters to
create a new character with a new meaning.

SEET
For example:

H(ri) sun +H(yue) noon= Bl (ming ) bright
AR(ma) +7K(mua) tree, wood =  #k (lin) forest




ﬁ% *1 have a rest
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Xing shéng

¥ 7 Mutually explanatory

4. With the expansion of civilization, a more
complicated method of creating characters developed:
Select one existing character to indicate the
pronunciation, and then integrate it with another
existing character to create a new one.

More than 90% of Chinese characters currently in use
were created in this way.

For example:
K(shui) + RK(mu) == 7 + K = 7K(muU) wash

/K(shui) + +(gan) == 7 + +

(han) sweat



, ” To write Chinese characters,
3 you should know......

strokes
structural units
radicals



The basic knowledge in learning Chinese

* characters includes: strokes, structural

units and radicals.

A

B
I
i
s
Ji
it
iy

didn
héng
shu
pié
na

u
zhé
gou

Stroke: is the smallest and the most basic structural
unit of Chinese characters, consisting of dots and lines.

dot =
horizontal stroke =
vertical stroke |
left-falling )
right-falling R
rising -

a bending stroke AT P
hook ]

LO: To be able to talk about your hobbies




What is Radicals?

™ Strokes grouped together in a certain way to form
_‘|part of a character are called radicals. From the view
rﬁ point of memory, symbols that appear repeatedly have
ﬁ a better chance to be remembered. If a new

‘| character has a familiar radical, it will be easier to

learn.
7K (shui) water — b
zht jit chi hai hé

71 juice i alcohol JHipool ffsea JHriver

AR(mu) tree,wood
tao li liu IV ban
Mipeach A pear Ml willow %plum PR board



What is Radicals?

4 (Jin) metal ) £
Tie Tong Yin Guod Qian
2k Iron 4 copperfiisliverfnpan. pot %Ftmoney

H(Yue) meat

A4

Pang bi fei weli tul
fffat  Barm Jiili lung [ stomach Jifleg

X (huo) fire

IU kao chéo rdn shio
fFstove fEbake I sauté; PR %€ buring



> Can you guess?

< PR SN Related to female, words
» ﬁ . ™ have this radical usually
i mean female.

.\ i
Q9 IL‘\ — ']~ - Related to heart
| H m = Related to mouth

































