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Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr

Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr -38th
president of the United

States (1974-77), who, as 40th
vice president, succeeded to the
presidency on the resignation of
President Richard M. Nixon under
the process decreed by the
Twenty-fifth Amendment to the
Constitution and thereby became
the country’s only

chief executive who was not
elected as either president or vice
president.
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‘ Born in Omaha, Nebraska, in
B 1913, he grew up in Grand

e AL Rapids, Michigan. He starred on

B L the University of Michigan
IR afe football team, then went to Yale,
where he served as assistant
coach while earning his law
degree. During World War Il he
attained the rank of lieutenant
commander in the Navy. After
the war he returned to Grand
NEBRASKA Rapids, where he began the
e e R practice of law, and entered
2 ‘ Republican politics . A few weeks

before his election to Congress
in 1948, he married Elizabeth
Bloomer. They have four
children: Michael, John, Steven,
and Susan. Gerald Ford died in
26™ of December by the
pneumonia.
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Presidiency

Ford was confronted with almost
insuperable tasks. There were the
challenges of mastering inflation,
reviving a depressed economy,

solving chronic energy shortages,
and trying to ensure world peace.

The President acted to curb the tren
toward Government intervention and
spending as a means of solving the
problems of American society and
the economy. In the long run, he
believed, this shift would bring a
better life for all Americans.

Ford's reputation for integrity and
openness had made him popular
during his 25 years in Congress.
From 1965 to 1973, he was House
Minority Leader.




