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It is believed to have been written between 1589
and 1593.
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It is the first of
his plays in
which a heroine
dresses as a
boy.
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It deals with the themes of friendship and infidelity, the

conflict between friendship and love, and the foolish
hehavioirir of neoble in love



King John




King John, a
history play by
William
Shakespeare,
dramatises the
reign of John, King

- | hchfe aﬁ_ddcath of ng]ohn :

 Aétus Primus, Scena Prinid.

Enter King Iy Queenie Elinor', Dembrofie, Effex; S~
lisbary, with the Chartylion of France, 4.0

King Jobys

of France,
{omy behaviourto the Maiefty ;!

Theborrowed Maiefly of Englandbeece.

Elea. A firangebeginning/:borrowed Malefty 2

K. lobm, Silence (good mother)hcare the Embaffie,

Chaz, Philip of France, intight and true behalfe
OF thy decesfed brother, Gt eyes fonnes
Avthir Plantaginee; laies moftlawfull claime
Torhis faire lland and the Territories :
To lreland, Poythiers, Aviowe, Torayne, Mitine,
Deficing thee'to lay afide the fword

il O fay Chatillion, sehat woilld Erience with vs 2
! Chiab Thias (afcer greetiog)ipeskes theKing

| | Which fwaies viurpingly thefe feucrall titles,

And put the famz into yong drthurs hand
Thy Nephew, and rightroyall Scucraigne.
. Ik What followes if e difallow ofichis ?
Chas, The,protd controle affierce and bloudy warre,
Toinforce thefesights,fo forcibly with-held,
K.Jo. Heere haue we war forwar, & bloudfor bload,
Controlement for controlements fo anfwer Frances
Char. Thentakemy Kingsdefisnce from my mouth,
The fartheftlimit of my Emballie. g &
K. Iobx. Beare mine tohiimyand fordepartinpeace,

Be thou as lightaing inthe ciesof France

i | For ece thou canftreport, Ivill bethere:
i | The thunderofmy Cannonfhall beheard.

o hence :be thou the trumpes of our wriithyy

§| And fullen prefageiofyour ewnedecays s il
© 1| Anhonourable conduétlethimbate, = 3 Bigh
+| Pembroke looke too'ts farewelkChattiliione - £

ont Exiz Chat, avd Pers.
Ele. Whatnow my fonae, haweInovever faids » -

How that ambitious Gonffascewsould not ceafe
H Till he had kindled Franceandiall the worldy .

Vpon therightand parcyofher fonnc. .

{| This might haue beene/préuented;and madewhole! 4
{| With very caficargamentsof loue, i~

Whichnow the mannageofiwa kingdaomesmuft: ..

i] With featefult bloudy/ifue asbitrate.: 1 353

K.Jobn. Qurftrong pisfleffion; dind qur_riébt forysis
£li. Your frong poffelsiomuch toze theér your right,

|| Orelfeit maft govsong widiiyouiand me.1 [ 1.4
S0 much miycoafsicncewhifpetsinyour sare;

EnteraShariffe! | ot uids o
Effex. My Licge, her¢'is the frangeft contronerfie’
Come from the Countryrobeiudg’d byyousiin 1111
That ere Lheard: (hall I produce themen? ;
K.Ioh», Letehenvapproachsiias !
QOur Abbicsand our Prioriesihallpay. .
This expeditious charge whac menareyou o -
Enter Robere fandconbridge,andThilip. .+
Philip. Yourfathfull fubieét, T agentleman; 1\
Bornein Naoyshampronfbiresand eldelt fonne
As 1 fuppofy; toiRobert Fanlconbridge, |
A Souldizr bythe Honor-giuinghand
OF (ordelson Kniphted in shoficld, |
K lohm W hararethou ii =, vl viy 2
Robere, Thefon and heiretoshat fante F»wln‘u&r/lgl.
Kdobit.Js that the cldersand arctheuche heyre ]
Yon camenot ofone motherthenitfecmes. %
Philip-Moftcertain of ong mozher,might; ng
Thatis well knowneand asIehinke onefachers -,
Bucfor thecesraine knowled e of thatriveh,
1pucyou a’re toheshicn;and somymother
Of thac Ldonbr,as all mens children thay!
Eli, Oiteon thee rude man, §doft fham
And wound lierhonor withihis diffidence.
Phil. EMadame 2 No,lhaue no realon fori
Thatis my brothers plea, and none of ming:
Thewhichifhe can proue, apops me out,
Atleaft fiom faive fiue bundred pound ayeere
Heauen guard my mothers honor, and my Ly
K.Jobr. A good blunt fellow;why being yongetborn it
Dothhelay elaimetothinginberitance?, | 34 X
Thil. 1 know norwiy,exceptto geethelandz | s
But once he {linderd mewich baftard: RS
But where1beas truebegot orne, - i i s
Thaz fill I lay vpon my mashers head,
Buethar lamas well begotmy Liege

Which nons biitiheaterand you, and I; fhalthea

/

| (Faire fall thebones that tooke the pai

Compareotirfaces; 2nd be Judge you
I€old Sir Refert did begervs both, -
And were our father, and this fonne like him

~Qoldfir R gbere Father,onmyknee - 1 .

X giuc heauen chankes I was net Iiketothee. - - 2
K.Iobn.Why whatamad-cap hath heauenlent ys here? 1
Elene Hehatha tricke of Cordefions face, Az

' Theaccentof histongue affeteth him

Docyounopread fome tokens of my fonn:
Inthe large compofition ofshisman. |
: 3 ]
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It is a tragicomedy, first published in 1634.

THE
T WO

NOBLE
KINSMEN:

Prefented atthe Blackfriers

by the Kings Maiefties fervants,
with great applaufe:

Written by the memorable Worthlcs
of their time; .
M. Fobu Fletcher, and%G i

M, WzI.’um Shak peare

Printed at Londonby Tho.Coies,for TohnWaterfon:
andare to be fold at the figne of the Crowae
in Pas/s Church-yard. 1 6 3 4




