- CO,R?

RfH MéeH

A (R'=H, Me) pentalenolactone B (3)

0
" o

Me
CO,H
Me
H

pentalenolactone G (6) pentalenolactone E (4)
pentalenolactone F (5)

Scheme 1. Pentalenolactones and their synthetic relationship.
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Scheme 2. Retrosynthetic analysis.
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X-ray structure of compound 13
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Scheme 4. Synthesis of a-methylidene-y-butyrolactones H. HWE =
Horner—Wadsworth—-Emmons reaction.

X-ray structure of compound 16
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