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Me: foreign language classes are stupid,
we're never going to use this

(2 years later)

Employer: are you bilingual?
Me:




Simple present

Meaning 1: Habitual,
regular action in the
present.

Time expressions:
usually; every day; often;
sometimes; rarely; never.
Examples: | usually
work till seven o'clock. |
often talk to him on the
phone. He visits them
sometimes.

Meaning 2: Stating a
fact, general truth, state
or condition.
Examples: He lives in
Moscow and works at a
bank. He plays the piano
quite well. Her house is
very small. The sun rises
in the east.
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Present continuous

Meaning 1: The action is
going on right now.

Time expressions: now;
right now; at the moment.
Examples: You are reading
this material now. I'm writing a
letter at the moment. Look!
Anton is playing the piano.
Meaning 2: The action is
going on at the present period
of time (but not at the moment
of speaking).

Time expressions: now;
at present; today; this year.
Examples: She is writing a
new novel now. He is studying
German this year.

Present perfect

Meaning 1: The action
has just ended.

Time expressions:
already; just; yet.
Examples: He has
already done it. | have just
seen him.

Meaning 2: Reporting
how things have
developed by now.

Time expressions: by
now; so far; never; ever;
several times.
Examples: So far, he
has read five books. He
has never been there.
Meaning 3: The action
has lasted for some time
by now.

Time expressions: for
a year; since; lately.
Example: He has lived
here since 1995.

Present perfect continuous

Meaning 1: The action has
lasted for some time by now and
is still going on.

Time expressions: for an
hour; for a week; for five years;
all day; since.

Examples: He has been
sleeping for two hours already.
She has been working as a
teacher since she graduated
from college. How long have you
been waiting here?

Meaning 2: The action has
been going on lately.
Examples: All of them have
been working very hard lately. |
have been thinking about starting
my own business. We have just
been talking about you.
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Simple past

Meaning: The action
happened (started and
ended) in the past.
Time expressions:
yesterday; last week;
last year; in 1995; in
2009; two hours ago;
four years ago.
Examples: | saw him
an hour ago. He came
back last Friday. She
went to the theater
yesterday. They visited
London in 2009.
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Past continuous

Meaning: The action
was going on (1) when
another past action
happened or (2) at some
point of time in the past.
Time expressions:
while; when; at five
o'clock yesterday.
Examples: When he
came in, | was reading a
letter. We were
watching TV at three
o'clock yesterday.

Past perfect

Meaning: The action
happened before
another past action or
before some point of
time in the past.
Time expressions:
by the time; before;
after; by 1998; by
yesterday; by last
Sunday.

Examples: By the
time he returned, she
had already left. He left
only after he had
finished his work.

Past perfect continuous

Meaning: The action
lasted for some time before
another past action or
before some point of time in
the past.

Time expressions: by
the time; before; after; by
yesterday; by 2005; for two
hours; for a long time.
Examples: By the time he
returned, | had been
working for six hours. By
20006, he had been living
there for twenty years.
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Simple future Future continuous Future perfect Future perfect continuous

Meaning: The action
Meaning: The will be going on (1) Meaning: The action
action will happen in when another future  will happen before

Meaning: The action
will last for some time
before another future
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Time at some point of time  or before some point action ?r_ ctore ﬁome
expressions: in the future. of time in the future. ~ POINt OTtime in the

Time future.

expressions: by Time expressions:
the time; by 2035; by by the time; by 2030;
tomorrow; before. before; for two hours.

tomorrow; in afew Time expressions:
days; next week; in at three tomorrow; at
2025; in the future. this time next year;
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Thanks for your
attention!




