
Describing 
appearance



Adjectives for 
describing 

appearance
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Build
slim
thin
skinny
plump
overweight
fat
well-built
heavily built
muscular

Age
baby
toddler
child
teenager
young
middle-aged
old
elderly
in his/her 20s/30s/40s

Hair
long / short
shoulder-length
straight
wavy
curly
bald
pigtails / ponytail
fair / dark
blond / red
black / brown / grey

Height
tall
short
of medium height

Skin type
dark
pale
tanned
spotty

Facial Features
beard
moustache
freckles
scar

search for more https://englex.ru/description-of-the-appearance-in-english/



1. The girl in the picture on the left has 
got straight/wavy, blond/black hair. 
She looks slim/overweight and her 
skin is quite pale/tanned.

2. The man in the middle looks slim/ 
overweight. He has long/short, 
dark/blond hair and his skin is quite 
pale/dark.

3. The woman on the right looks quite 
muscular/overweight. She has 
straight/curly, fair/brown hair and 
her skin is rather pale/tanned.
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Look at the people and 
complete the description



Opposites 1. beautiful

2. fat

3. strong

4. old

5. tall

 

a. short

b. thin

c. ugly

d. weak

e. young

Match the adjectives on 
the left with their 

opposites on the right

Four of the words can be 
used in a critical or 

negative way. Which 
ones?
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Match them to the more polite adjectives below:

slim     overweight      plain      mature



Asking about 
appearance

Think of a famous actor or 
actress, but don’t tell your 
partner his/her name. Your 

partner must ask the questions 
to find out who the person is. 
Change roles and repeat the 

exercise.
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❑ Is he/she handsome/beautiful?

❑ What colour is his/her hair?

❑ Is he/she tall/short/overweight ...?

❑ Does he/she have 

curly/wavy/straight hair?

❑ Does he/she have 

tanned/pale/dark/spotty skin?



Home task https://edu.skysmart.ru/student/xih
udomubo

те, кого не было на уроке, должны 
также письменно выполнить задания 
на слайдах 3 и 4
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