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Descriptive research is defined as a research
method that describes the characteristics of the
population or phenomenon studied. The descriptive
research method primarily focuses on describing
the nature of a demographic segment, without
focusing on “why” a particular phenomenon occurs.
In other words, it “describes” the subject of the

research, without covering “why” it happens.



For example, an apparel brand that wants
to understand the fashion purchasing
trends among New York buyers will
conduct a demographic survey of this
region, gather population data and then
conduct descriptive research on this
demographic segment. The study will then
uncover details on “what is the purchasing

pattern of New York buyers,” but not cover
any investigative information about “why”
the patterns exits. Because for the apparel
brand trying to break into this market,
understanding the nature of their market is
the study’s objective.




Uncontrolled variables:

Cross-sectional studies:

The basis for further research:




Varied:

Quick to perform
and cheap:




What Is Analytical
Research?

Analytical research is
a specific type of

research that
involves critical
thinking skills and
the evaluation of
facts and information
relative to the
research being
conducted.




What are the facts? Why does this happen?

Descriptive vs. Analvtical Research
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i i Qualitative research is a research methodology
u“a"tat“’e where “quality” or opinion based research is

nesearcn In a conducted to der!ve research conc!usions. This

type of research is often conversational in nature

n“tsne“ rather than being quantifiable through empirical
research and measurements.






Quantitative research is a
research methodology
which uses questions and

questionnaires to gather
quantifiable data and
perform statistical
analysis to derive
meaningful research
conclusions.
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Qualitative Research

Expressed in numbers, graphs, models

Data is collected through interviews, observati
ons

Answers the question “why?” by evaluating an
d compiling responses

Assumes a dynamic pool of responses

The main differences hetween qualitative
US. quantitative research

Quantitative Research

Expressed in statements and ideas

Data is collected through surveys, experiments

Answers the question “what?’ by creating stati
stical patterns

Assumes a fixed set of variables



