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m Santa Claus is
generally depicted as a
plump, jolly,
white-bearded man
wearing a red coat
with white collar and
cuffs, white-cuffed red
trousers, and black

~ leather belt and boots .

= Santa Claus lives at the
NORTH POLE, with a
large number of
magical elves, and
nine (originally eight)
flying reindeer.




tivals & Traditions

.......................... All Saints Day
...................... St. Martin's Day (Germany)
2mber................ Thanksgiving Day (USA)
iIstmas........ Advent begins
........ St. Nicholas Day
BY..........cs ...... Bodhi Day in the Buddhists' faith
... " Hannukah begins (date varies)
13, iieeeeieeseieieeeee.9anta Lucia’s Day (Italy, Sweden)
............................ Posados or Novena begins
.................................... Hannukah ends (date varies)
..................................... St. Nicholas Day (Julian Calendar)
B eeeeeeeeeeeerereeeieaeen, St. Ignatious’ Day in Romania
B Winter Solstice
SDEcembemgl.................................. St. Thomas' Day
ERDESEmMber ... Little Christmas in Denmark
December 24.............cccooeeviinnn Christmas Eve




cnsssasssannnnnnnnnnnnnne CAFIStMas
Day

............................... St. Stephen's Day,
............................ Boxing Day in England
......................... Kwanzaa Begins
...................... St. John's Day, Mother Night
. Holy Innocents Day
.............. Bringing in the Boar
. New Year's Eve, St. Sylvester's

.. , . Hogmanay in Scotland

..... ... ew Year's Day, St. Basil's Day
TR now Day, Holde's Day
B ... vergreen Day
.......................................... St. Distaff's Day
i Epiphany Eve
..., Epiphany, Three Kings Day, Twelfth

e Russian Christmas
day after Epiphany............... Plough Monday in England's

ERORArYSTOW. . .............................. Twentieth Day,
MEHRER TS ... St. Knut's Day in Scandanavia



ake

milies the giving and

te, though often ridiculed,
itcake is considered to be a
hristmas traditions just
a Christmas tree.










as Stockings

m Christmas Stockinfgs
Many families will hang
large brightly colored
Christmas stockings
over the fireplace or on
the walls of their homes
during Christmastime
‘in the hopes that Santa
Claus will fill them with
toys, treats, and

oodies. In fact, families

ave been hanging
stockings for as long as
there have been

stockings!










(m]

,- VirtnE

(0
s - i

AL

i

e
PO o
g‘ o\‘ﬁ
AT

1as Gifting

The idea of presenting
people you love with gifts
1s as old as the human
race. The idea of
exchanging gifts at
Christmas time originated

~ with the birth of Jesus,

hen three wise men
weled to deliver gifts of
gold, frankincense, and
myrrh to the newborn
baby. Shepherds in the
fields also came to give
ﬁifts to the newborn baby

esus.



Men or Kings
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s Carols and
oling

= Christmas carols and
caroling in the old world
was a mix of singing and
dancing and was
practiced for all
festivals throughout the
year. When Christmas
firmly established to
be celebrated on
December 25™, many of
the existing carols (or
songs) were sung on that
day and new ones written
to celebrate Christmas.
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