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The geographic extent of the Maya c_:i\gi.!;i:zat_ion,
kdown as the Maya area, extended throtighout
the southerxn Mexican states of Chiapas, Tabasco,

and the Yucatan Peninsula states of Quintana
Roo, Campeche and Yucatan.
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The Maya area also extended e oS5

throughout the northern Central
American region, including the
present-day nations of Guatemala,

Belize, El Salvador and western
Honduras.
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2.~ » The Maya is'a Meésoamerican
& civilization, noted for the only known
% fully developed written language of the
pre-Cqumblan GAS, aS WeII asits
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pm————— » Many Maya cities
reached their highest
state development
during the Classic
period (c. 250 AD to 900
AD), and continued until
the arrival of the
Spanish. At its peak, it
was one of the most
densely populated and

ulturally dynamic..
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* Many Mayan languages continue to be spoken
as primary languages today; the Rabinal Achi, a
play written in the Achi' language, was declared
a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible
Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO in 2005.




. VIaya cities spread throughout the varied
geography of Mesoamerica, site planning

appears to have been minimal. Maya

architecture tended to integrate a great degree
of natural features.



 The Maya writing system (often called
hierogI{/phs) was a combination of phonetic
symbols and logograms. It is the only writin
system of the Pre-Columbian New World which

is known to completely represent the spoken

_language of its community.
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In common with the
other Mesoamerican
civilizations, the
Maya used a base 20
and base 5
numbering system.
Also, the preclassic
Maya and their
neighbors
independently
developed the
concept of zero by 36
BC.
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