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The lake's northern shore offers a wonderful view
of the Sarymsakty (Garlic) Ridge, with its

snow-covered peaks of Burkitaul (Eagle's Eyrie,

Zlarkakol Lake, but only a single river, the Kalzhyr,
flows out, south towards the Black Irtysh. The
lake is renowned for its crystqlljne water.
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" lake, whose water $hAE, sometimes yellowish,
sometimes green, o turqumse and
royal-blue- though under some conditions it even
takes on the colour of anthracite. The surrounding
slopes are forested with larch and silver fir, which

host brown bear, elk, fox, lynx and maral.
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* But the_lgkez YOfauna gets particular
attention, as Lake Markakol is the only known
“home-to @ fish locally called the uskuch, a variety
. of the Siberian JepaiReBige T _Somee iy on
reach eight kilogrammes in weight, and are g.hbig
draucfor anglessaLakt ofthed il CH N Nelgoli-larls|
habitat for the uskuch and the arctic graylingi]
species of the salmon family. In 1976, a state:

nature reserve was founded on Markakol La; in
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leopard manul (Pallas’'s cat), red wolf, mar 4 3
(Siberian red deer), brown bear, sable and Strrped g“
and flying squirrels. 3




. * Inall, 714 square kilometres are under the
»Sstrlctest protection here-in theory; as in almost all

WW ver. Bgarea lacks the
s to\p ,a 4\' iteflife rangers and
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by the Oskemen-based:t0ur agency
: Alta/—ExpedIt/ons in Urunkhayka, a village of 500
souls on the eastern point of the lake.




e [tincludes a Russian sauna, situated on a
murmuring brook in the middle of a birch forest
which also offers idyllic conditions for camping.
From Urunshkaya you can set off for tours on foot
or horseback along the lakeshore and into the
mountains. In midsummer, the water
temperature reaches a re jreshlng 16-1

g «*‘f-'here you.can make atrip by bo
3 i p@stures of Zhukov and Samoylovo the honey
f,-om Whlah )S {dal?lﬁ%d %%M Y ‘be&t‘ I‘?,; he WQ[ d

simple. for the inhabitant
and the small settlements suh@und/ng lt based
on raising livestock, harvest/ng berries and honey,

fishing and growing potatoes and\o\thﬂer

vegetablesin theirgardens. ———




benefit the region without doubt, but if ever’th‘ef-”,_
much-bandied term - 'ecotourism" werea
necessary requ:rement to non- harmful

= development it would be in this beaut/ful spot

_* Lake Markakol i is not the easiest place to reach

= From Oskemen it is a distance of some 500

- kilometres= and a demanding journey of 12- 16

_hours - to reach Markakol Lake. The variety and

beauty of the landscape along the way, however
goes some way. to offsetting the difficulty and
arduous nature of the trip.



* The firstview of the "real Altai" is revealed
beyond the Marble Pass, when the trackaai
down into the green valley of aylyau ( W e% -‘
Summer Pasture), before o to the AR

T/kkabak Pa cand downglefe ]l Ree f/nally ach the

Of the Alta/ , as ;o known '

. The only. road WoTthy thename, and then only |
. EIFCUNOT dthern routing

throu h the w//a je g[ Terekty. When the Weather
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reute Well ‘there is a more d;,cegt

- rod‘te conneet)ng Lake Markakol.with the road to
* the north betw€éh Katon i and Rachmanov
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