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In terms of spectators,
the most popular league
is the professional
National Hockey League,
which has six teams in
Canada: the Calgary
Flames, Edmonton
Oilers, Montreal
Canadiens, Ottawa
Senators, Toronto Maple
Leafs, and Vancouver
Canucks. The Canadian
NHL presence peaked
with eight teams in the
mid-1990s, before the
Quebec Nordiques MU
relocated to Denver, ;1;
Colorado in 1995 and fhe »

Winnipeg Jets-relocated., A . -). .

to Phoenix, Arizona in‘._. .
1996. The league, #
founded in Canads

retains a substantial
Canadian conte gver
40% of the players™™
league are Canadian.
Hockey Night in Canada
is a longtime national
Saturday night television
broadcast featuring
Canadian NHL teams.
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played by tens of thousands of
people across Canada and the
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modern game, lacrosse has
A survn’red the test of tlmgafter
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ational sport by Parliament
in 1859. To date, documented -
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Champienship+» 2938 ational

Lacrosse League is a professiona

lacrosse league, with franchises in g\
Lacrosse Championship was hel e,
Ontario. Canada beat the Unitgll Stat® 15-10 ¥

in the final to break a 28-y;
streak. One of the best lac
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the term football usually" fers to
allsange American football collee

elve players on the field per team in
otball rather than eleven, and three







The Amateur Skating
Association of Canada
was formed in 1887 and
by 1914 a separate
organization for figure
skating had been
established. This was
known as the Figure
Skating Department of
the Amateur Skating
Association of Canada
and the initial members
were Ottawa 's Minto
Club and the Earl Grey
Club in Montreal. The
first official annual
figure skating
championships of
Canada were held in the
same year under the
new organization.



Louis Rubenstein was
the first president, a
position he held until
1930. The department
became known as the
Canadian Figure Skating
Association (CFSA) in
1939 and in 1947 the
CFSA joined the
International Skating
Union and dropped its
membership in the
Amateur Skating
Association of Canada.
In 2000 the organization
changed its name to
Skate Canada.
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full-time employee of‘the
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Curling Association is the sport's national
governing body; great achievements are
___recognized by the Canadian Curling Hall of Fame.







The National Basketball Association
(NBA) recognizes its first ever game
as being a contest between the
New York Knickerbockers and
Toronto Huskies at Toronto's Maple
Leaf Gardens on November 1, 1946.
The NBA expanded into Canadain
1995 with the addition of the Toronto
Raptors and Vancouver Grizzlies.
The Grizzlies moved to Memphis,
Tennessee in 2001, but the Raptors
confinue to draw healthy crowds at
the Air Canada Centre. The 2005
and 2006 NBA MVP, Phoenix Suns
point guard Steve Nash, is from
Victoria, British Columbia and has
played in international competitions

for Canada's national team.
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‘Canada has competed at every Olympic Games, .
"except for the first games in 1896 and the
" boycotted games in 1980. Canada has previously -

Olympics in Vancouver. -

T
‘ - hosted the games three times; at the 1976 5 ot
" Summer Olympics in'Montreal, the 1988 Winter SOy N
! 1. . . Olympicsin Calgary, and the 2010 Winter : _ " "5
! "



At the summer games, the

_ majority of Capada’s medals

: R g < : come from the sports of
athletics, aquatics

(swimming, synchronized

i swimming and diving),

| rowing and
canoeing/kayaking. In the
post-boycott era (since 1988),
Canada s medal total ranks

“in the world, with the
fﬁi

%lk of nth in 1992
lowest of 24thin
2000.
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At the winter ganfe

usually ofie of the.-top aai-:‘io .

ice hockey, speedska ing '
(especially the short track®
variation), ﬁgure skating and eved
Canadian men's and women;s
curling teams have.won medals vV
since the sport was added to the
Olympic program.
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After Canada failed Wi any gold medalsiat the" ‘

1976 Summer arid 1988 Winter games, several
organizations including Sport Canada and t
w to
Tauneh@Withe Podium - 2010", a development _———
Wprogram to help Canada earn the most medals at
the 2010 Games.
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. Canada did not win the most total medals
at the Vancouver Olympics (they finished

third, behind the United States, whose 37
total medals was the most of any country at.
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