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Quotation:

r1ch maj_estlc and beaut1ful in so mny, mny".
ways!

(V. G. Rasputin)
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ce time immemorial™ oy the - indigen
populatlon by Russians wh "‘"“““'W”-“‘
“shores in the 17" century, and by foreign
travelers in their admiration for its beauty.
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But is it really a lake ? Or, may be, it is a
sea? We shall tey to answer this question.




Length ofThe‘_&bas*?tl line: 2 —
"The maxim al depth: 1637m . - L
The total area: 3150 @,W; -

_—

The volume: 23000 km*
Number of flowing rivers: 336
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“lake. The water ts so clear tﬁ'ﬂf“f oaﬁaﬁ(&&.
- down you can cot tthe stones "’"‘” Sttom ™"

~ (through 60 ”_—'.' 3s of waten!).

On
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type of lale
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= S\Qstc.h smaﬂer th‘a-n-—the Balt1c Sea, bu‘t .;*;
Q@‘rmlch more water n it than in the Baltw\ A
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| aikal, as a sea, has different kinds of
‘winds — almost from every river’s valley. The
most famous of them are called after the rivers
— the barguzin, the sarma, the kultuk.

: The kind of storm, known as the sarma, ea,n"-
~ tear the roofs off- the houses in the shorehne.'-- :

.-"7V111ages “to- overtum Iaunehes and to throw

== sheep down the chffs “into_the roanng waters = :
- The sarma reaches a speed of forty or m__or.e_ —
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living creatures. It hosts 1,085 spec
and 1,550 species and varieties of animals.

More than 80% of the animals are endemic.
A{m‘“cﬁng them there are such animals (usually

~knmowi.in seas) as sponges (the Baikal sponge),
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sealsi{Nerpaj}, crustaceans (the Baikal epishura)
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