
Hippie                                  

“Make love, not war” 



• Hippie, also spelled hippy,  member, 
during the 1960s and 1970s, of a 
countercultural movement that rejected 
the mores of mainstream American life. 
The movement originated on college 
campuses in the United States, although 
it spread to other countries, including 
Canada and Britain. The name derived 
from “hip,” a term applied to the Beats of 
the 1950s, such as Allen Ginsberg and 
Jack Kerouac, who were generally 
considered to be the precursors of 
hippies. Although the movement arose in 
part as opposition to U.S. involvement in 
the Vietnam War 



• Hippies felt alienated from 
middle-class society, which they 
saw as dominated by materialism 
and repression, and they 
developed their own distinctive 
lifestyle. They favoured long hair 
and casual, often unconventional, 
dress, sometimes in “psychedelic” 
colours. Many males grew beards, 
and both men and women wore 
sandals and beads. Long, flowing 
granny dresses were popular with 
women, and rimless granny 
glasses with both men and 
women.



• Hippies advocated nonviolence and love, a 
popular phrase being “Make love, not war,” for 
which they were sometimes called “flower 
children.” They promoted openness and tolerance 
as alternatives to the restrictions and 
regimentation they saw in middle-class society. 
They commonly sought spiritual guidance from 
sources outside the Judeo-Christian tradition, 
particularly Buddhism and other Eastern 
religions, and sometimes in various 
combinations. Astrology was popular, and the 
period was often referred to as the Age of 
Aquarius. Hippies promoted the recreational use 
of hallucinogenic drugs, particularly marijuana 
and LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide), in 
so-called head trips, justifying the practice as a 
way of expanding consciousness.



• Both folk and rock music were an integral part 
of hippie culture. Singers such as Bob Dylan 
and Joan Baez and groups such as the 
Beatles, Grateful Dead, Jefferson Airplane, 
and Rolling Stones were among those most 
closely identified with the movement. The 
musical Hair, a celebration of the hippie 
lifestyle, opened on Broadway in 1968, and the 
film Easy Rider, which reflected hippie values 
and aesthetics, appeared in 1969. The novelist 
Ken Kesey was one of the best-known literary 
spokesmen for the movement, but he became 
equally famous for the bus tours he made with 
a group called the Merry Pranksters.
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