


William Blake

(28 Nov 1757 — 12 Aug 1827)

was an English poet, painter, and
printmaker.

Largely unrecognised during his
lifetime, Blake is now considered a
seminal figure in the history of both
the poetry and visual arts of the
Romantic Age.

His prophetic poetry has been said to
form "what is in proportion to its
merits the least read body of poetry in
the English language”.

Considered mad by contemporaries
for his idiosyncratic views, Blake is
held in high regard by later critics for
his expressiveness and creativity, and
for the philosophical and mystical
undercurrents within his work.




W ° The poetry of William

& Blake is far reaching in its
scope and range of
experience. The poems of
William Blake can offer a
profound symbolism and
also a delightful childlike
Innocence. Whatever the
Inner meaning of Blake's
poetry we can easily
appreciate the beautiful
language and lyrical
quality of his poetic vision.




« William Blake was born in London, where he
spent most of his life. His father was a successful

London hosier and attracted by the doctrines of
Emmanuel Swedenborg.
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* In 1800 Blake was taken up by the wealthy
William Hayley, poet and patron of poets. The
Blakes lived in Hayley's house at Felpham in
Sussex, staying there for three years. At Felpham
Blake worked on Milton: a Poem in Two Books,
to Justify the Ways of God to Men. It was
finished and engraved between 1803 and 1808. In
1809 Blake had a commercially unsuccessful
exhibition at the shop once owned by his brother.
However, economic problems did not depress
him, but he continued to produce energetically
poems, aphorisms, and engravings. "The tigers of
wrath are wiser than the horses of instruction,” he

wrote.




* Independent through his life, Blake left no debts at his
death on August 12, 1827. He was buried in an
unmarked grave at the public cemetery of Bunhill Fields.
Wordsworth's verdict after Blake's death reflected many
opinions of the time: "There was no doubt that this poor
man was mad, but there is something in the madness of
this man which interests me more than the sanity of
Lord Byron and Walter Scott."

« Blake's influence grew through Pre-Raphealites and
W.B. Yeats especially in Britain. His interest in legend
was revived with the Romantics' rediscovery of the past,
especially the Gothic and medieval. In the 1960s Blake's
work was acclaimed by the Underground movement.
T.S. Eliot wrote in his essay on Blake that "the
concentration resulting from a framework of mythology
and theology and philosophy is one of the reasons why
Dante is a classic and Blake only a poet of genius."
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THE SHEPHERD

How sweet is the Shepherd's sweet lot!
From the morn to the evening he strays;

He shall follow his sheep all the day, .
And his tongue shall be filled with praise. “

For he hears the lamb's innocent call,
And he hears the ewe's tender reply; |
He is watchful while they are in peac {@ =
For they know when their She;) nig
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IQK €H yaern TBOW, NacTyX.
TbifBcTaelub, Koraa cConHue BCTaer,
[OHUW b KPOTKOE CTaao Ha nyr,

U cBupenb TBOS craBy Mnoer.

30B ArHAT, MaTepen nx oTeeT

JleTHUM yTpOM nackaroT TBOM CIyX.
CTapo 3HaeT: OnacHOCTU HerT,
N60 ¢ HUM ero YyTKMKU NnacTyx.

MNMepeBop C. A. Mapliaka



THE SICK ROSE

O Rose, thou art sick! O po3a, Tbl rMOHeWwb!

The invisible worm, YepBb, MUPY HE3PUM,

That flies in the night, B pokoTtaHuu 6ypm,

In the howling storm, [Nloa NOKPOBOM HOYHLIM

Has found out thy bed BbicMoTpen noxe

Of crimson joy; Anoro cHa TBoero

And his dark secret love U notanHon n mpavyHou noodoBLIO
Does thy life destroy. 'youT TBOE ecTecTBO.

MepeBoa A. lNapuHa

B npeactaBneHnsax bnenka noboBbL - 3TO YACTO AYXOBHOE NnepexuBaHue,
HenpuMupumoe ¢ hM3n4YeCKUM MHCTUHKTOM, CAMBOJSIOM KOTOPOro SABMNSieTCH 4YepBb B
AaHHOM CTUXOTBOPEHUU U APYrMX NpousBegeHnsx, usoopaxawwmx mup lNo3HaHus.
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LAUGHING SONG

When the green woods laugh with the voice of joy,

And the dimpling stream runs laughing by;
When the air does laugh with our merry wit,
And the green hill laughs with the noise of it;

When the meadows laugh with lively green,

And the grasshopper laughs in the merry scene;y
When Mary, and Susan and Emily

With their sweet round.mouths sing 'Ha, Ha, He!'

When the painted birds laugh in the shade,

Where our table with cherries'and nuts is spread,

Come live, and be merry, and’join with me,
To sing the sweet/.chorus of ‘Ha, Ha, He!"

B yac, Korga nucTBa LLUenecTuT, GMesiCb,
MU' 'cmeeTcs KoY, MeXX KaMHen 3MesiCb,
U cmeemcs, panb B30yaopaxuB, Mbl,

M co cmexom WNOT HaM 'OTBEeT XOJIMbl,

U cmeeTcs pOXb N XMESIbHOU AYMEHb,

U KysHeuuK pag xoxoeTaTb BeCb A€Hb,

M Boanv 3BeHNUT, CROBHQ rOMOH NTUL,
"Xa=xa-xa! Xa-xa!"™ - 3BOHKUM cmeX AeBUL,

A B TeH/ BEeTBEM CTOJT HaKpbIT ANsi BCeX,
U, cmesach, TpewmnuT Mex 3yboB opex; -
B 3TOT Yac NMpuAU; He 0osCL rpexa,
I'Iocmembcn BenacTth: " Xo-xo-xo! Xa-xal*
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To Mercy, Pity, Peace, ; No6po, CmupeHbe, Mup, Jlio60Bb -
All pray in their dlstress o BoT nepeyeHb LWeapor,

And to these virtues of dellg KoTopbIx KaxXabin Yyenosek,

Return their thankfulness. Mons v nnava, XgerT.

For Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love . dobpo, CmupeHbe, Mup, Jlio6boBb
Is God, our Father dear, - ,;VI'IosHan B cebe TBopeu,

And Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love = ,D,oﬁpo CMupeHbe, MMQ, JTro60Bb
Is man, His child and care. - Bnoxun B Aetei OTed.

For Mercy has a human heart, = ff - W Hau.le cep.qu,e y OoGpa,

Pity a human face, » <ﬂ Haw = CMunpeHbA B3rnsaa,
And Love, the human form divine, * ~ W B Hawem oGpa3se - J1i060Bb,
And Peace, the human dress. - " M P ~Hall HaTeanblﬁ nnar.

-

Then every man, of every clime, 67 | 60M U3 Hac, B Nno6o cTpaHe,
That prays in his distress, ' / 30BeT, FlBFle Ha cBeT,

Prays to the human form divine, y ﬂ DpO, € plpeHbe Mwup, Jlro6oBb -
Love, Mercy, Pity, Peace. | « VIOSTUTBbI HeT.

And all must love the human form, = , IC " DXKe YenoBekK,

In heathen, Turk, or Jew; A 3anor:

Where Mercy, Love, and Pity dwell peHbe U J1lnboBb, -
There God is dwelling too. cam bor.

eBo.q B. J1. TonopoBa



