


The British System of
Government
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Queens Eyeleth

Birth: 4.08.year 1900 Married : 1923
Died :30.03 2002




Officially speaking they are all "servants of the Crown".
Furthermore nothing the parliament has decided can become
law until she has agreed to it. There is also a principle of English
law, that the monarch can do nothing that legally wrong. But
these facts are only written law. In rea%ity it is very different. Of
course she cannot choose anyone she likes to be Prime Minister,
but she has to choose someone who has the support of the
majority of MPs and the House of Commons - because "her”
government can only collect taxes with the agreement of the
Commons, so if she did not choose such a person, the
government would stop function. With parliament it is the same
story - the Prime Minister will talk a}l))out ‘requesting” a
dissol}l,ltion of parliament when he or she wants to ho%d an
election, but it would normally be impossible for the monarch
to refuse this request. So in reality the Queen cannot actually
stop the government going ahead with any of its politics.
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Britain is administered from the Palace of Westminister
in London (also known as'thé Houses of Parliament)
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Fige last prime ministers iy . .
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1974-1976 Harold Wilson Labour

1976-1979 James Callaghan Labour
1979-1990 Margaret Thatcher Conservative
1990-1997 John Major Conservative
1997- 2007 Tony Blair Labour

Gordon Brown Labour
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A relative majority system of voting is used. In a
constituency where a smgle member is supposed
to be elected, the candidate’'who gets more votes
than each other candidate separately taken wins.
A candidate, for examplegmmight get only 11% of
votes but if it is more than each of his rivals gets
separately taken he is elected, though 89% of
voters didn't support him and the party he
represents. An absolute majority system is more
democratic. It means that a candidate is elected if
he gets 50% of votes and one vote more.



