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Agriculture in‘'Great Britain is intensive and highly
mechanized. Income from livestock and dairy
products is ahout three times that from crops.

Horticultural products are also important, especially

in southern England. The most important crops were
wheat (14.1 million metric tons), potatoes (7.8
million), barley (7.4 million), sugar heets (8.5

million), und oats (504,000). A variety of fruits and
vegetables is also grown. Livestock included about

11.8 million cattle, 44 million sheep, 7.6 million pigs,

and 136 million poultry.
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approximately 2.2 million hectares
out 5.4 million acres) of woodlands In

Great Britaiﬁ', about 40 percent are’lin
England, 49 percent in Scotland, and

percent in Wales. The most c e
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THE DEEP-SEA F ISHING IN]fI%%‘TRY HAS DECLINED SINCE
THE 1960S

IT REMAINS MOST IMPORTANT TO THE ECONOMY .OF
SCOTLAND AND IS & MAJOR SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT
IN CERTAIN FISHING PORTS.

MARINE FISHES HARVESTED INCLUDE ATLANTIC
MACKEREL, ATLANTIC HERRING, COD, HADDOCK,
EUROPEAN PLAICE (VARIOUS FLATFISHES, INCLUDING
FLOUNDER), ATLANTIC SALMON, WHITING, COMMON
COCKLE, AND NORWAY LOBSTER. THE PRINCIPAL
FRESHWATER FISH CAUGHT IS RAINBOW TROUT.
DOMESTIC FISH PRODUCTION PROVIDES &BOUT
THREE-QUARTERS-OF GREAT BRITAIN'S NEEDS.
NOTABLE FISHING-PRODUCT INDUSTRIES ARE
LOCATED AT HULL, GRIMSBY. FLEETWOOD, NORTH
SHIELDS, LOWESTOFT, "ND PLYMOUTH IN ENGLAND
AND AT ABERDEEN AND PETERHEAD IN SCOTLAND.
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Manufacturing is an important sector of the.modern British
economy and there.is a considerable amount of published
research on the subject of the factors affecting its growth

and performance. Principal factors in the industrial
prominence of Britain were its'early leadership in the wool
trade, favorable climate, mineral wealth, development of
shipping and naval control of the seas, acquisition of
territorial possessions and colonial markets, much greater
freedom from political and religious wars and persecutions
than existed in continental Europe, and development of
improved manufacturing methods and labor-saving
machinery. Great Britain has remained one of the most
highly industrialized countries of the world.
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ificant, yet continuously declining
ral gas a%d oil reserves. Coal mining

a significant part of the UK econor
004, total UK coal consumption (incl
|mports) was 61 million tonnes. An
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i Clrrency andBanking
London is the world capltal for forelgn

exchange tradmg
The currency of the UK is the pound
sterlmg, represented by the symbol
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The ﬁk of England is the central bank,
~ responsible for issuing currency. Banks in
~ Scotland and Northern Ireland retain the
right to issue their own notes, subject to
retaining enough Bank of England notes in
reserve to cover the issue. The Bank of
| England, chartered in 1694, was
.., Iﬂ‘tlonallzed in 1946 and is the bank of
; :&ln England and Wales. Great Britain
major commercial banks with more
000 domestic and overseas V.,

banks Lloy arclays i e
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Tourism is very important to the British
economy. With over 27 million tourists
arriving in 2004, the United Kingdom is
ranked as the sixth major tourist destination
in the world. London, by a considerable
margin, is the most visited city in the
world with 15.6 million visitors in 2006,
ahead of 2nd placed Bangkok (10.4
million visitors) and 3rd placed Paris
(9.7 million).
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The British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) and the Independent
Broadcasting Authority (IBA), both
public bodies, are licensed to provide
television and radio broadcasting
services.

The BBC operated 2 television channels
as well as 5 national networks and 33
local radio stations. It is financed
mainly through the sale of annu
licenses for television receivers
RRC alcso nrovides foreian radio
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London is a major centre for international
business and commerce and is the leader of
the three "command centres' for the global
economy (along with New York City and
Tokyo). It is also a major legal centre, with
four of the six largest law firms in the worild
headquartered there.

Many multinational companies that are not
primarily UK-based have chosen to site their
European or rest-of-world headquarters in
London: an example is the US financial
services firm Citigroup. The creative
industries accounted for 7% GVA in 2005 and
grew at an average of 6% per annum between
1997 and 2005.




infrastructure, thus discussions surrounding poverty tend to be of
relative poverty rather than absolute poverty. According to the
OECD, the UK is in the lower half of developed country rankings
for poverty rates, doing better than Germany, Italy and the US and
less well than France, Austria, Hungary, SlovaRia and the
Scandinavian countries.

The poverty line in the UK is commonly defined as being 60% of the
median household income. In 2007-2008, this was calculated to be
£115 per weeR for single adults with no dependent children; £199

per weeR for couples with no dependent children; £195 per weeR for
single adults with two dependent children under 14; and £279 per
weeR for couples with two dependent children under 14. In
2007-2008, 13.5 million people, or 22% of the population, lived
below this line. This is a higher level of relative poverty than all but
four other EU members. In the same year, 4.0 million children, 31%
of the total, lived in households below the poverty line, after housing
costs were taken into account. This is a decrease of 400,000 children
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