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The House of Parliament

jouse of Parliament
upy a magnificent

oullding on the left bank of
the Thames in a part of
London called Westmi
that has long been
connected with ro
adovernment.
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nfessor built a place
names in the 11th century.
made the palace their main
radually Westminster became
of government. At first Parliamen
ganized to help the monarch rule
try. The monarch called represen
different groups of people togeth
House of Lords represented the
aristocracy, and the House of
represented the rich lando
expressed the views an

own town or village. 'l
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to the
ding tradition, the
still opens the new
jon of Parliament each
umn by reading the
ueen’s Speech in the House
of Lords. Another tradition |
that the Queen is not allo
to enter the house of
Commons. This traditi
goes back to the fi
Charles I more th
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Opposite the House of
Parliament stands
Westminster Abbey. A
church has stood here
since Saxon times, when
It was known as West
Monastery (Westminster),
because of its position to
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