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Periods in the history of Engli._"

* The history of English covers roughly 1200
years. Traditional divides English history into
three periods:

> . -The Old English period begins about 700 a. d.
- and lasts till about 12th century.

_+ The Middle English period lasts from about the
~ o beginning of the 12th century till 15th century.

~_ +The Modern English period begins at about
~ 15th century and lasts to the present day.




English - A Historical Summary
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The Prehistory of
Engli

* The ultimate origins
of English lie in
Indo-European , a
family of languages
consisting of most of

the languages of

Europe as well as

those of Iran, the

Indian subcontinent, -
~.~.and other parts of -

. Asia. Because little 1s

* ‘known about ancient
- Indo-European we'lll -~ *

begin our survey in
Britain in the first

7 & The Vikings
® came from
The Celts wemﬁ Scandinavia

to Scotflond &8 769 A0

Hadrion's
Wall

1 The Anglo-Saxons
York) came from Germany,
Holland and Denmark
went 1o Wales 383JAD
ond Ireland

1117 AD © Lond:n

The Celts went to Comwall The Romans

The Normans came from
came from taly,
Scandinavia, 43)

via northern 1066 'AD)

France

How the British Isles were invaded
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43 AD The Romans invade Brltam, # A
begmmng 400 AD years of control over

much of the island. Early 5th century with
‘the collapse of the empire, Romans/ %
Vflthdl'aw T/em Brltam.; So nmany ; words > V X L
have Latin xoets in m\dern English- For
example, word “castra” (camp) meets in
words -Lancaster, Manchester, Leicester.
Many of the most commonly used words in
modern English have Latin roots, for
“example: words street, wall, wme, pear,

e 2 one hundred five hundred one thousand

I~ pepper. e S 3 G gl

one five fifty

———



:.;West Germanic invaders from Jutland
~ and southern Denmark: the Angles
Saxons, and Jutes, began to settle in
the British Isles in the fifth and sixth
centuries AD.

*About half of the most commeonly
used words in modern English have

Old English roots. Words like be ,

water , and strong , for example,

TR ST S
&

_ derive from Old English roots.
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*The Vikings attack Wessex in e WG e i
878, and the Saxon king, Alfred SECE- R

(of burning the cakes fame) had
to flee to the Somerset marshes.

A Viking arttack routes
= in the 9th
and 10th centuries

FRANKISH

‘English borrowed S Ty
approximately two thousand

@ Launching Points for Y —dl

lexical items from Old Norse, £ 8

X Targets of ¥iking Raids ° P

including anger , bag, both, hit,
law, leg, same, skill, sky, take, and
many others, possibly even
Including the pronoun they.
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The Norman Conquest and Middle English
(1100-1500)

William the Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy, invaded and conquered
England and the Anglo-Saxons in 1066 AD. The influence of the Normans

can be illustrated by looking at two words, beet and cow. Many legal terms,
such as indiect, jury.




Early Modern English (1500-1800)

Creativity & Innovation in Europe: 1500-1800

Enter Hamiet.

Cor. Madame, will it pleafe your grace
Tolcaue vshere?

Owe. Withall my hart. exit.

Cer. Andhere Ofela, reade you on this booke
And walke aloofe, the King thal be vafeene,

Hawm, To be,ornot to be, I ihere’s the pome,
To Dic, toflespe,isthat ali? 1all:
No,to fleepeto dreame, | mu{‘:bcrc it goes,
For in that dreame of death, when wee awake,
And borne before an euerlalling Tudge,
From whence no paflenger cuerretur nd,
T be vndifcouered country, at whole fight
T he happy finile,and the accurled damn' d.
But for this,the ioyfull bope of this,
Whol'd beare the fcornes and flattery of the world,

Scorned by the right rich,the rich curfled of the poore?

The next wave of innovation in English came
with the Renaissance. Words Shakespeare
bequeathed to the language include "critical,"
"leapfrog," '"'majestic," "dwindle," and
"pedant”. The first factor was the Great Vowel
Shift. This was a change in pronunciation that
began around 1400. The last major factor in
the development of Modern English was the
advent of the printing press. Spelling and
grammar became fixed, and the first English
dictionary was published in 1604.



Late-Medern English (1S00-Present)

_ Modern Englishdialects | Standard English Variants
= North = British English (the United
= Northeast Kingdom)
= Midlands = American English (the USA)
« East Midlands = Canadian English (Canada)
e West Midiands = Australian English (Australia)
= South = New Zealand English (New
e East Anglian Zealand)
e Estuary English = Hiberno-English (alsc known as
e Cockney Anglo-irish and Irish English,

e Multiculturat London spoken in Ireland)

English
* West Country

= [ndo-Pakistani English {(Hindustan)

= South African English (South
Africa and in neighbouring
countries (Botswana, Namibia,
Zimbabwe and Lesotho))

= Caribbean English (the Caribbean,
most countries on the Caribbean
coast of Central America. and
Guyana)

Scottish,“ Welsh  and  Manx
| English 1

The principal distinction between early- and late-modern English
is vocabulary. The industrial and scientific revolutions created a
need for neologisms to describe the new creations and
discoveries. Words like oxygen, protein, nuclear, vaccine,
horsepower, airplane, typewriter and etc. )



English is spreading from
northern Europe to the
south and is now firmly
entrenched as a second
language in countries such
as Sweden, Norway,
Netherlands and Denmark. It
is believed that over one
billion people worldwide are
currently learning English.
English has without a doubt
become the global language.
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