—= S
ray

rican Political System

4 . |
s,

.

e
e =
e -

— 2
B S
= | —



o

B
ange of the

- —

g ——

merican Constitution.
ecutlve branch of power.

. The ieglslatlve branch of power.

e judicial branch of power.
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 are 2 basic documents that regulate
?f raI government of the USA:

) the Declaratlon of Independence

‘ _ he Constitution.

‘théy both date back to the 18t century.
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’| principle of the American
tution is separation of powers , or,
the er words, checks and balances.

= NC mstltutlon has too much power and no

,,—' /-f —

-,. ndlwdual can be a member of more than
'% ‘one institution.
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*~ EE of each branch of power are
e by the Constitution different terms
ice , e.qg.

resrdent 4 years
ne mbers of the Senate — 6 years

members of the House of Representatives
— 2 years

members of the Supreme Court — for life.
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2 js nothing like absolute power
1 A '- merica thanks to the Constitution.
;-_;-— ever it also makes the political

'system slow, complicated and
legalistic.
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resident of the USA is
' d of state
ead of government

% w\’ ‘‘‘‘‘
A-‘c,—

— —the m|I|tary commander-in-chief

J

: Chlef diplomat.
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resident of the l A has epowerto

or veto legislation passed by Congress
mend measures to Congress

8) nominate and receive ambassadors

= pardon criminals convicted of offences against

o
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g,»refederal government

-~ 5) make treaties (with the “advice and consent”
~— of the Senate)

6) appoint Supreme Court justices and federal
judges (with the consent of the Senate).
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S|ent of the USA IS elected {o]g=
term of four years and may serve a
num of two terms. The election day
= i ways the first Tuesday after the first

‘ nday in November to coincide with
Congressmnal elections.
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reS|dent IS not elected dlrectly by the
S but by an Electoral College
sentlng each state on the basis of a
= blnatlon of the number of members in
e;.,—';t'ﬁe Senate (two for each state regardless
~ of size) and the number of members in
the House of Representatives (roughly
proportional to population).
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stem of electlon MEERS that Ip
a candidate can win the largest
er of votes nationwide but fail to win
the argest number of votes in the
/'IE?Féctoral College and therefore fail to
~ become President (3 cases in the
American history, e.g. in 2000 George W.
Bush vs Albert Gore).
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resic ncy of the USA in mass medla

the Whlte House
- h e West Wing
the Oval Office
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tive name for the legislative branch of
g Amerlca IS Congress which consists of 2
ers.

can Congress is also called Capitol Hill or
= A_,.‘ l”

-"' ,/ —_

,,; The lower chamber is the House of
Representatlves the upper chamber is the
~ Senate.
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{ouse of Representatives has 435
nbers each representing a
_ ssmnal district and serving for 2

Wy

'- fﬁe Senate has 100 members (2 from
~each state regardless of population)
serving for 6 years.
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ate must give adwce and
to many important
*g ntlal appointments.
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anch of power has 3 Ievels
preme Court
ur 'S of Appeal

-‘—

trlct Courts.
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Jpreme Court (the hlghest court in the
nS|sts of 9 Justices: the Chief Justice of
mmm lited States and eight Associate Justices.
/ are nominated by the President and
-,%,;:.,; 1rmed with the “advice and consent” of the

—== «-"Sénate Basically, they serve for life and can be
- removed only by resignation or impeachment.
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sme Court deals with
| I government matters
*"% utes between states
pretatlon of the Constitution.
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judicial branch of power ..
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ipreme Court has much more
~|nﬂuence than the highest courts
pean democracies, so the

~ appc mtment of Justices is important and

,,,: en controversial.
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; ear |deolog|cal C|IVISIOI‘I between the two
political parties. The USA has never had a
fsoaa ist or anti-capitalist party.

_ aIIegec superiority of the United States
—b ecause of its history, size, wealth and global

domlnance

: f 3) the belief that God has especially chosen or
blessed the country.
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‘eatures of the Am
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ower of the Senate as the upper house of
Iature

lide scope of power of the Supreme Court

separatlon of powers, especially between
— —the [eglslatlve and the executive branches of

power
«4) almost no political influence of third parties.
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ical cul._t_g_r_e in America:

o the populatlon
cracy (the government is answerable to
they can change it through elections)

: ahty before the law (no special privilege to
=—any « -t:tlzen or government official)

3) freedom of religion and separation of church

"-’

~ ;ancLstate (the government neither supports nor
suppresses religion)
4) freedom of speech (the society should be a
marketplace of ideas).



