


Colour is a unique language with its own vocabulary.
Just like words, colour can mean different things to
different people depending on the emphasis or the tone.
Similarly, certain words or colours can have quite
opposite significance to people from various
backgrounds and cultures.

The millions of hues, tints, fones and shades swirling
around us every waking moment all affect us.
Everything has a colour. No matter how subtle, the
subconscious colour psychology still influences our
thinking and makes us react in some way.

The colours we choose to surround ourselves in our
environment play a huge role in how we feel. Want to
learn more about how to select colours for your home or
office to set the right mood?

When selecting color schemes, for any reason, it's
Important to think about the impression you might be
making.




Depending on the culture, what a colour means can be very

different:

In Taiwan, a person wearing a green hat will make others think that
his or her spouse has not been faithful.

Yellow means that the person might be a harlot.

In China, white is seen as the colour for mourning and funerals as
opposed to black that's more common in the West.

This is believed by some to be because Hinduism and Buddhism —
two of the most popular religions there — both see death as the
move to a higher and better plane of existence. Because of that,
death has a much more positive connotation. In the West, death is
generally seen as an ending and therefore the negative connotation
that comes with the colour black makes more sense to the average
American person, as well as to many people in Europe.



Depending on the culture, what a colour means can be very

different:

In Islam, gold and green are the colours for Paradise, and green
and blue are common colours in that country for many things. They
are seen in and around most of the mosques and they are
important for peace and happiness.

In the United States and other traditionally Christian countries,
colour is not as associated with church, but it is associated with
many Christian holidays. Purple and pastel colours are for Easter,
green for Christmas, etc.

When a person goes from one country to another, he or she often
forgets that it's not only the language and the food that changes.
The culture is totally different, too, and that means that the way that
colour is presented and interpreted will be different. Even within a
culture there will be differences based on other demographics, but
they won'’t be as pronounced as the more standard opinions that a
culture holds overall.



Meanings of Yellow in Other Cultures

* In Japan Yellow means Courage and
Nobility

* In Islam Yellow means Wisdom

* Hindus consider Yellow a Sacred colour
* Buddhist monks wear Saffron Yellow
robes

* In many Middle East countries Yellow
represents Golden Prosperity

* In Egypt Yellow is reserved for Mourning
* In India Yellow is the colour used by
Merchants

* To Native Americans Yellow is the symbol
for unconditional Love

* In China Yellow represents Honor and
Royalty



The Meanings of Orange

Meanings of Orange in Other Cultures

* Buddhist monks wear Saffron Orange robes.

* In Eastern philosophy, the Orange Chakra is in
the abdomen and is the creative center.

* To Native Americans Orange represents T,
Learning or Kinship. t 2

* In Northern Ireland, Orange represents

Protestantism and they call themselves _ v R
Orangemen. .
* In the United States and Canada, Orange

represents Halloween.

* In the Netherlands, Orange represents royalty

and is referred to as the House of Orange.

Phrases and Uses of Orange

* In the United States and Canada

Thanksgiving is celebrated with Orange

decorations.

* People who use too much fake tanning

%rloducts are often said to have an Orange
ow.




Le Meanings of Red

Meanings o tures

* In Russia Red symbolizes Communism and revolution.

* In China, brides wear Red and it is considered a Good Luck color.
* To most Asians Red means Happiness and Prosperity.

* In India Red is a symbol of life-giving purity.

* In the Middle East the color symbolism of Red is Danger and Evil.
* In Greece Red is considered a dominant male color.

* In Japan Red is considered a life-giving color associated with
female reproduction.

* In Christianity, Red combined with Green is associated with
Christmas.

* To some Native Americans specially the Cherokee, Red
symbolizes the East and Sacred Fire.

* In South Aftica Red is the color of mourning.

* In Amsterdam the Red Light district is a legalized zone of
prostitution.

Uses of Red in Popular Culture

* In the United States and Canada Valentines Day is celebrated with
Red Cupids and decorations.

* A Red Ruby is the traditional gift for a 40th Wedding Anniversary.

* In Ancient Rome, Roman soldiers carried Red battle flags to
indicate their power.




The Meanings of Violet or
Purple

Meanings of Violet in Other Cultures

*In \INestern and some Eastern cultures Violet is associated with mourning
rituals.

* In Christianity Violet is associated with Advent and Lent.

* In North America pale purple along with yellow are considered Easter color
* In some Native American tribes, purple represents wisdom, healing or
gratitude.

* In Japan Violet signifies wealth and power.

* In Tibet amethyst is considered sacred to Buddha.

* In the Ukrainian tradition of egg dyeing, purple dye signifies faith, patience
and trust. -
* In Iran purple is an omen of the future depending on the color of the sun
during an eclipse.

* In Thailand widows wear purple to mourn their husband's death.

* In Egypt purple represents virtue and faith.

* In the English speaking world, Violet is often used as a girl's name.

Uses of Violet or Purple in Popular Culture

* In Ancient Rome, the Roman Emperors Julius and Augustus Caesar were
referred to as "The Purple" and were the only ones allowed to wear purple
Imperial robes.

* Later in ancient Rome, Magistrates were also allowed to wear togas with
purple ribbons. Any other use of Purple was punishable by death.

* Violet was the royal color during Cleopatra's reign.

* During the reign of King Henry VIII in Tudor England purple represented
mourning and religious fervor.




The Meanings of Blue

Meanings of Blue in Other Cultures

* In Christianity the Madonna is usually clothed in Blue to symbolize virtue.

* In the Jewish faith, Blue is the color of holiness.

* In Hinduism Blue is the color of the god Krishna.

* In China Blue represents immortality.

* Philosophers in Ancient Rome wore Blue robes to show their rank.

* In Japan Indigo Blue is often used in art and clothing and symbolizes the vast

ocean surrounding the islands.

:j'ln' Ancient Egypt the skin of the god Amun was painted blue to signify the
ivine.

’I‘Bln ?ermany employees being dismissed are given Blue Letters or "Blaue
riefe".

* In France deep Blue is strongly associated with Royalty and Aristocracy.

* Some Native Americans believe the color symbolism of Blue means using

intuition to serve and teach.

* In Iran Blue is the color of mourning.

Uses of Blue in Popular Culture

* The computer company IBM is known as "Big Blue".

* The largest Canadian travel and medical insurer is called Blue Cross.

* Picasso is known for a series of blue paintings during his "Blue Period".

* Blue is most often used in all forms of Religious and Spiritual Art.

* English brides traditionally wear "something borrowed, something Blue" to
represent fidelity.




The Meanings of Green

Meanings of Green in Other Cultures

* In Christianity Green is associated with
baptism and the feast of the Eucharist.

* Green is the sacred color of Islam and is a sign
of respect and veneration.

* In the Muslim world, Green signifies the
Prophet Muhammad.

* Green is the color of Ireland which is
sometimes called the "Emerald Isle".

* In England green has heroic meanings and is
connected to the stories of Robin Hood.

* In China Green represents disgrace.

* Also in China Green Jade is highly prized for its
beauty which represents virtue.

* In North Africa Green symbolizes corruption.

* In Japan Green signifies eternal life.




Co ourldi ms

= off-colour — Hamekarowuu Ha Yymo-n.
HeripucmouHoe, HernpusnuyHbIU

= come out in one’s true colours —
rmoKkasamsb c80€e UCMUHHOE J1TuUo

=« to take one’s colour from smb. —
roopaxxame KOMY-/1.

=« to sail under false colours —
obmaHbI8amb, nuyemMmepumas



have a yellow streak- Tpycnuebiv
yellow-bellied- Tpycrnnsbin

Phrases and Uses of Yellow

* In the Christian tradition Judas wore a Yellow coat when he
betrayed Jesus.

* We "tie a Yellow Ribbon" as a symbol of hope, peace and
remembrance.

* The phrase "Mellow Yellow" is used to mean relaxed and
laid back.

* The phrase "Yellow Journalism" is used to mean
irresponsible reporting.

* The terms Yellow Bellied and Yellow Streak are used to
signify cowardice.



Red Idioms

catch (someone) red-handed — nonmartb KOro-1o c
NONNYHbBIM

in the red — nmvetb gonry, ObITb YOLITOYHLIM

paint the town red — kKyTuUTbL, 3arynaTb, NpegaBaTbCA
BeCernbto, YCTPOUTb NMOMOWUKY

red-carpet treatment — noyeTHoe, TOp)XecTBeHHOE
obpalleHne; BHUMaTENbHOE OTHOLLEHME

red herring — otBnekarwnn MmaHeBp, HAMEPEHHO
BBOAUTL B 3abnyxaeHune; comsaTb C TONKY

red-letter day — npasgHn4HbLIN, cHacTNUBLIN AEHb
see red — obe3ymeTb; NpuUNTN B BELLEHCTBO/APOCTb



[Purple & Pink Idioms

see pink elephants — HanuTbca “Oo
YEepPTUKOB”

tickled pink — 6bITb B BOCTOpre

be in the pink — nmeTb oTNM4YHOE 300POBLE
pink of perfection — Bepx coBepLlieHCTBa
purple with rage — 6arpoBbin OT ApocTun

purple patch — ouyeHb cyacTnneoe Bpems B
XU3HW YenoBeka



[Blue Ildioms

blue in the face — Bo30yxXgeHHbIN,
pasgyxapuBLLMUCA

blue study — mpayHble/Taxenble MbiCnn
make the air blue — pyratbca

be in the blues/ get the blues/ have the
blues — ObITb B NMITOXOM HAaCTPOEHUH,
XaHOPUTb

true-blue - npegaHHbIN, NOANBLHLIN



Green Idioms

= to be green with envy - ucnoiTbiBaTh YEPHYIO
3aBUCTb;

= the green-eyed monster — peBHOCTb;

=« to look green about the gills — BuirnageTts bnegHo
N DONE3HEHHO;

=« to be green as grass — ObITb COBCEM HEOMbBITHBIM;

= to have green fingers — ObITb YMeErnbIM
caZloBOAOM.



[Black Ildioms

back to black — BepHyTbCA K
NPMBbLIYHOMY 0Dpa3sy KN3HU

black dog — Tocka 3eneHas, yHblHUE
black as hell — Tbma KpomeLllHas

a black sheep (to be the black
sheep of the family) — «napwmnBas
oBUa» (ObITb 6enon BOPOHON B CEMbE)

black jokes — 4yepHbIN tOMOP



[White ldioms ]

as white as a sheet/ ghost — o4eHb
6rnegHbIN OT cTpaxa/boresHu

carte blanche (white in French) — ceBoboga
Unn paspeLleHne genaTb Bce, YTO YrogHo
white elephant — rpomo3agkn nogapok;
becnones3Has Bellb; 0bpeMeHUTeNbHoe
MMYLLIECTBO

white lie — NoXb BO cnaceHue



