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Geography of the United States



U.S.A at the World Map
• The term "United States", 

when used in the geographical 
sense, means the continental 
United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Puerto RicoThe term 
"United States", when used in 
the geographical sense, 
means the continental United 
States, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico,GuamThe term "United 
States", when used in the 
geographical sense, means 
the continental United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico,Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin IslandsThe term "United 
States", when used in the 
geographical sense, means 
the continental United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico,Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The United 
States shares land borders 
with CanadaThe term "United 
States", when used in the 
geographical sense, means 
the continental United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico,Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The United 
States shares land borders 
with Canada and MexicoThe 
term "United States", when 
used in the geographical 
sense, means the continental 
United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico,Guam, 
and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The United States 
shares land borders 
with Canada and Mexico and 
maritime (water) borders 
with RussiaThe term "United 
States", when used in the 
geographical sense, means 
the continental United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico,Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The United 
States shares land borders 
with Canada and Mexico and 
maritime (water) borders 
with Russia, CubaThe term 
"United States", when used in 
the geographical sense, 
means the continental United 
States, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico,Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The United 
States shares land borders 
with Canada and Mexico and 
maritime (water) borders 
with Russia, Cuba, and The 
Bahamas in addition to 
Canada and Mexico.

• There are several U.S. 
territoriesThere are 
several U.S. territories in the 
Pacific and Caribbean.



General characteristics

• The United States shares land borders with Canada (to the north) and Mexico (to the 
south), and a territorial waterThe United States shares land borders with Canada (to 
the north) and Mexico (to the south), and a territorial water border with Russia in the 
northwest, and two territorial water borders in the southeast between Florida and 
Cuba, and Florida and the Bahamas. The contiguous forty-eight states are otherwise 
bounded by the Pacific OceanThe United States shares land borders with Canada (to 
the north) and Mexico (to the south), and a territorial water border with Russia in the 
northwest, and two territorial water borders in the southeast between Florida and 
Cuba, and Florida and the Bahamas. The contiguous forty-eight states are otherwise 
bounded by the Pacific Ocean on the west, the Atlantic OceanThe United States 
shares land borders with Canada (to the north) and Mexico (to the south), and 
a territorial water border with Russia in the northwest, and two territorial water borders 
in the southeast between Florida and Cuba, and Florida and the Bahamas. The 
contiguous forty-eight states are otherwise bounded by the Pacific Ocean on the 
west, the Atlantic Ocean on the east, and theGulf of MexicoThe United States shares 
land borders with Canada (to the north) and Mexico (to the south), and a territorial 
water border with Russia in the northwest, and two territorial water borders in the 
southeast between Florida and Cuba, and Florida and the Bahamas. The contiguous 
forty-eight states are otherwise bounded by the Pacific Ocean on the west, 
the Atlantic Ocean on the east, and theGulf of Mexico to the southeast. Alaska 
borders the Pacific Ocean to the south, the Bering StraitThe United States shares 
land borders with Canada (to the north) and Mexico (to the south), and a territorial 
water border with Russia in the northwest, and two territorial water borders in the 
southeast between Florida and Cuba, and Florida and the Bahamas. The contiguous 
forty-eight states are otherwise bounded by the Pacific Ocean on the west, 
the Atlantic Ocean on the east, and theGulf of Mexico to the southeast. Alaska 
borders the Pacific Ocean to the south, the Bering Strait to the west, and the Arctic 
Ocean to the north, while Hawaii lies far to the southwest of the mainland in the 
Pacific Ocean.

• Forty-eight of the states are in the single region between Canada and Mexico; this 
group is referred to, with varying precision and formality, as 
the continental or contiguous United States, and as the Lower 48. Alaska, which is not 
included in the term contiguous United States, is at the northwestern end of North 
America, separated from the Lower 48 by Canada.

• The State of Hawaii is an archipelago in the Pacific Ocean. The capital 
city, Washington, District of ColumbiaThe State of Hawaii is an archipelago in the 
Pacific Ocean. The capital city, Washington, District of Columbia, is a federal district 
located on land donated by the state of MarylandThe State of Hawaii is an 
archipelago in the Pacific Ocean. The capital city, Washington, District of Columbia, is 
a federal district located on land donated by the state of Maryland. (VirginiaThe State 
of Hawaii is an archipelago in the Pacific Ocean. The capital city, Washington, District 
of Columbia, is a federal district located on land donated by the state of Maryland. 
(Virginia had also donated land, but it was returned in 1847.) The United States also 
has overseas territories with varying levels of independence and organization



Symbols of the U.S.A.


