Lake Baikal
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. Locat -ﬁ*. south of the Ru region
of Slber@between Irkutsk. Oblast to the
northweqi and the Buryat Republic to the

southeast, it is.the most
~woluminous freshwater lake inithe world,
containing roughly 20% of the world's . .
unfrezen surface fresh water.
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+.ue Lake Benka{ wa‘% Rnown as the "North Sea"

) hlstoncal Chin se texts. It.was situated in the
Mthen;angnu territory. that sl’t@ph@d from the

¢ emﬁire of the Han Dynasty in ’f euih+to

———

. ?'~ Dm:asm engagmg the Xlongnu during
“*‘ﬂ"” thé;}-lana an ‘Wars. Little was known to ;

Ed‘mpea *x.- DUt the lake until Russia expanded :g
- .za‘ff'*“ e 1Zth century. The L
\ ‘de arer to reach Lake Baikal :
rs “', Q: 643

-



~ « Lake Baikals.in a rift valley, created by

the Baikal Rift Zone, where the Earth's crust °
pulls apart. At 636 km long and 79 km wide,
Lake Baikal has the largest surface area of any
freshwaterake in Asia, at 31,722 km2 , and is
the deepest lake inthe world at 1 ,642 m .The
bottom of the lak&#isy1,186.5 m below sea level,
but below this lies some 7 km of sediment,
placing the rift floor some 8=11 km below the
surface: the deepest continental rift on the
Earth. In geological terms, the rift:i i§, young and
active—it widens about two. cm per¥ear.




* The lake is completely surrounded by mountains.

The Baikal Mountains on the north shore and

the taiga are technically protected as a national park. It
contains 27 islands; the largest, Olkhon, is 72 km long
and is the third- Iarge§t’1ake-bea-nd-|-s+and in-the - world.

— Ihe Iake IS fed by a e hund,g&d_—a—nd—t-mptef———-—
ing directly into

 Baikal are the Selenga River, the Barguzin River,

the Upper Angara River, the Turka River, the Sarma
River and the Snezhnaya River. It is drained through a
single outlet, the Angara River.
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. Wildlife and vegetation
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-~ :Lake Baikal is-rich in blodlve ‘8@!3 1,085 species
8 + of plants afid 1,550 species ane Mz rletles of anlmals
r 80% of the animals.c ndem,lc
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According to 19th century traveler T. W.
Atkinson, locals in the Lake Baikal Region

had the tradition that Christ visited the area:

padition in conneotlon with

~~- |mpI|C|tIy believe. They
stvisited this part of Asia and
ended this urn m|t whence he looked down
on aII the region around. After blessing the-#"*
tc E&eﬁoﬂhw_rd he turned towards ‘the
;—e.-—-—rg a ,ac,l:oss the Bal;_;';_;_"_he'waved .
his hand, exclaiming Bey@ﬂdtht thereis




Legends of Baikal

Burkhan S capisdcala Shamanka
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of Baikal the
Ut of religion. It

* Appeared in the hea
monument, apped
erected orthodo ghists from
Moscow, Londc , Barcelona,
Minsk, Pete lan-Ude,
Krasnoyé
Yekaterf yade of
Muslnh ghly
spirittialrepres . ‘ "*‘* -
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Fiery dragon
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* deeply in waters of the lake the fire-sp { Loy
shape of a fantastic dragon. It opgral J BapsaMm g

In Baikalxane ‘g.’ nd ever life-of people |IMRG on
coast of the lake*d€pEnds!on its“arrangement. The 2 nt
legend S 300n.as in a firmamgnt the firstiStar

were lit,
dows
Roc ’

AFrom t

(o]fe iLwhieh left a

y. FrOomNthe first blow of his

*” ains parted, and the deep crevig
ond blow ice at tops thawec

2d In a stony hollow, having f
18 thirc Iw faV|c:|n

ent
by tail the
> formed.
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. ey ’Sl\/e cavalry “'*g '

vghen in afog sudcbhly there are outlines of a skipping ~
_ Lo connect o e)nd with this

dm ntunesa
out so Id u.Lgke bet

layer, rlbea]aﬁricrud
““..._governor Ha avin

“moved to submit rlbeS"I' 0 reduce
cavalry of the governor wen ' '

, ' opposite coast. But; probably; |

~.cruel Buryat tsar. When Choson's ‘army-dppear

already on the center of the lake, ice burst, and
thousands his soldiers went to a bottom. Since then as if
neupokoyenny souls of soldiers of this reckless governor
try to make what they didn't manage to make during
lifetime - to pass the lake.
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