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IT CAME fram outer space, a
strange object blazing across the
Joburg skx That is what it seomed
a UPO - and with it on Sunday
night came & Good of calls 1o obser-
watories and Talk Radio T2,
Wiinesses reported seeing a
beight palsating light with a halo
and a second object that followed it
But by yesterday, astronomers
knew it had been caused by & US
space rocket perfoeining tests after
it had redoased its satellite paylood.

[INSIDE TODAY
MATRIC MATTERS Wi

The object was ween over Seuth

Africa on Sunday

*Calls just bogan flooding in,™
sald Mellosry Spark, a stodent
astronaener i 2o Western Cape.

Claire Flanagan, of the Joban-
nesdurg Planctarium, said: “One
man said he was jackalbunting
and had wiriched the chject through
the scope of his rife.”

Flanagan recolved numerous
calls ot only from Joburg but

chiect's flight path. Soce 1t was spot-
ted i Maly “1t took half an howr o |
Jog 1t across Afirica,” she sakd

On Sunday evenlag. a rocket
carrying & US military weather
satellite Blasted off from Vamden:
berg Alr Force Base In Caliornia.

The objects that witnesses saw
are believed 10 harve been th rocket
and a satellite. Once the recket was
over Europe, it damped fuel and left
Earth's cebit around Groamland.
also noticed the

from. and
the Free State too.
Spark was able to track the

@

LIBERTY

object and posted footage on the
internet.
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