OLD ENGLISH GRAMMAR:
THE NOUN, THE PRONOUN,
THE ADJECTIVE



THE NOUN

 Gender: Masculine, Feminine and Neuter.
* Number: Singular and Plural:

fisc — fiscas; 100 — téd

 Case: Nominative, Genitive, Dative, Accusative.

(Genitive) OE thaes cyninges brodor - “that
King's brother”.



NOUN DECLENSIONS (STEMS)

« Strong (vowel) declension: a-stem, 0-stem,
u-stem and I-stem.

* Weak (consonant) declension: n-stem, r-stem,
s-stem.

* Root-stems: the root was equal to the stem.



STRONG (VOWEL) DECLENSION

A-stems O - stems
Masculine Neuter Feminine
Nominative fisc (fish) scip talu (tale)
Sin Genitive fisces (ship) tale
gu- Dative fisce scipes tale
lar Accusative fisc scipe tale
scip
Nominative fiscas scipu tala,-e
Genitive fisca scipa tala,-ena
Plural Dative fiscum scipum talum
Accusative fiscas scipu tala.-e




WEAK (CONSONANT) DECLENSION

Case masculine feminine neuter
Singular | Nominative nama (name) tunge cage (eye)
Genitive naman (tongue) eagan

Dative naman tungan eagan
Accusative naman tungan cage

tungan

Plural | Nominative naman tunge cagan
Genitive namena tungena cagena

Dative namum tungum eagum
Accusative naman tungan eagan




ROOT-STEM DECLENSION

case masculine feminine

singular Nominative man (man) miis (mouse)

Genitive mannes muse

Dative man mys

Accusative man mus
plural Nominative men mys

Genitive manna mus

Dative mannum mus

Accusative men mys




THE PRONOUN

* personal,
 demonstrative,
* Interrogative,

* pOSSessive,

* indefinite,

* relative.



PERSONAL PRONOUN

« 18t pers.: Ic, wWe;
« 2" pers.: du, gé;
» 3" pers.: h&, héo, hit; ht /hie.



CATEGORY OF NUMBER

person singular dual plural
1st 1C wit we
2nd ou git ge
3rd (Masc.) He¢ - h1/ hie
(Fem.)  H¢€o -
(Neut.)  Hit -




DECLENSION

OF THE PERSONAL PRONOUN IC

case singular dual plural
Nominative 1C wit we
Genitive min uncer user, Ure
Dative me unc us
Accusative mec, me unc usic, us




DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN

* Masculine: se,
* Feminine: séo,
* Neuter: thaet

* Plural: theet



DECLENSION OF THE

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

case Mascul. Femin. Neuter Plural
Singular Singular Singular | (those)
(that) (that) (that)
Nomin. SE SE€0 bat bat
Genitive bas bare bas para
Dative Paem bare bam Pa&m
Accusat. Pone Pa bat pba
Instrum. by, pon by




POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

* A separate class of pronouns:

OE his modor - ModE his mother;

OE sunu min "my son” — ModE son mine
(literally)



THE ADJECTIVE

» Case,

 Number,

» Gender,

* Two types of declensions:
weak and strong.



DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES

number case strong weak
singular Nominative god (good) goda
Genitive godes godan
Dative godum godan
Accusative godne godan
Instrumental gode godan
plural Nominative gode godan
Genitive godra godra
Dative godum godum
Accusative gode godan
Instrumental godum godum




DEGREES OF COMPARISON

 The Comparative degree: the suffix —ra,

* The Superlative degree: the suffix
-est/-ost

* VVowel alternations due to palatal mutation
* Suppletive forms



SOFT, BLAC, EALD, GOD, MICEL

Form-buildin Positive Comparative Superlativ ModE
g means e
Suffix soft softra softost soft
Suffixes plus blaec blecra blacost black
vowel cald ieldra ieldest old
alternation
S
Suppletive god betera betst good
forms micel mara méest big,

much




