Sir Thomas Malory

Le Morte Darthur



Sir Thomas Malory

(c. 1405 — March 14, 1471) was the author or
compiler of Le Morte d'Arthur. The antiquary John
Leland (1506—1552) believed him to be Welsh, but
most modern scholarship assumes that he was Sir
Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel in Warwickshire.
The surname appears in various spellings,
including Maillorie, Mallory, Mallery, and
Maleore. The name comes from the Old French
adjective maleliré (from Latin male auguratus)
meaning ill-omened or unfortunate.



Cap Tomac Manopwu (aHrn. Sir Thomas Malory)
(oK. 1417—1471) — aHmMUNCKUN nNucartesnb, aBTop
«KHuz2u o kopore Apmype u o e2o 00bs1eCmHbIX
pbiyapsix Kpyanozo cmosna». OHa COCTOUT U3
BOCbMW pomMaHoB 0 Kopone ApType 1 pbluapsx
Kpyrnoro ctona v npeacraBnsieT coobon
ncyepnbiBalOLWLUN CBOA apTyPOBCKOM nereHabl. B
1485 rogy aHrMUUCKNU nepBonedYaTHUK YUnbam
K3akcToH usgan kHury Manopu nog HazsaHUEM
«CmepTtb ApTypa» (dbp. Le Morte Darthur). OHa
cTaria cBoeobpasHon 3HUUKNoNeanen
apTypoBCKOro mmuda.
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"AS VESU HELPE HYM FOR HYS GRETE MYGHT, AS HE IS THE SERVAUNT OF JESU BOTHE DAY AND NYGHT"



Malory's life of crime

On January 4th 1450 he and 26 other armed men were
said to have laid an ambush for the Duke of Buckingham in
the Abbot of Combe's woods near Newbold Revell. On May
23rd he allegedly raped Joan Smith at Coventry. The
charge was brought by her husband under a statute of
Richard Il intended to make elopement into a crime of rape,
even when the woman had consented. On May 31st he
allegedly extorted money from two residents of Monks
Kirby, then on August 6th allegedly raped Joan Smith again
and stole money and goods from her husband. On August
31st he again allegedly committed extortion from another
resident of Monks Kirby.



* On March 5th 1451 a warrant was issued for Malory's
arrest and a few weeks later he and various accomplices
were alleged to have stolen cattle in Warwickshire. The
Duke of Buckingham and 60 men from Warwickshire
tried to arrest him but in the meantime Malory apparently
raided Buckingham's hunting lodge, killing deer and
doing damage to the property.

* He was arrested and imprisoned at Coleshill, but soon
escaped (by swimming the moat), then reportedly raided
Combe Abbey with a band of one hundred men, breaking
down doors, insulting the monks, and stealing money. By
January 1452 he was in prison in London, where he
spent most of the next eight years waiting for trial. He
was bailed out several times and at one point joined a
horse-stealing expedition across East Anglia in ended Iin
Colchester jail, from which he escaped too, but was
recaptured and taken back to prison in London.



William Caxton
(c. 1415~1422 — c. March 1492)

an English merchant, diplomat, writer and
printer. He was the first English person to
work as a printer and the first person to
introduce a printing press into England. He
was also the first English retailer of books
(his London contemporaries were all Dutch,
German or French).



SOHISIEYOYNYG
<> <> @00@@@@

_4//[/74

T
R i

%m?

S

,\

ERIREE

AN 2 &ﬂ?ﬁ-‘ﬁﬁﬁ

!W////é//_[//// 8

N3naHune
Yunoama KakcTtoHa



€ The poil.fable is of the labourtr and of ehe chtlveen

N3pnaHne
Yunbama
KakcToHa

D fenpCheth the Lables of Clopes



«lloeecmb o koporne Apmype» (KkHurn 1-4 no nsgaHuto
KaKkCTOHA), pacckasbiBatoLlast 0 NPOUCXOXOEHNUN KOPOns

ApTypa,
«lloeecmb 0 Koporne Apbmype u umnepamope Jlyuuu»

(kHUra 5), pacckasblBatoLlasi o outee Aptypa c
puMnsHaMu n 3aBoeBaHMM MM PUMCKOro NpecTona,

«CnasHasi nogecmse o cape JlaHceriome» (KHUra 6),
«KHuea o cape apeme OpkHelUcKoM» (KHuUra 7),

«KHuea o cape Tpucmpame» (kHurmn 7-12) — obpaboTka
ctoxxeta o TpucrtaHe u M3onbae,

«lloeecmb o CaHepeare, unu Nodsue 8o umsi Ce8smoao
[paans» (kHurn 12-17),

«KHuea o cape JlaHcernome u Kopornege [uHegpe» (KHUTK
18-19),

«Cmepmb Apmypa» (kHurn 20-21).



Malory's work had been known only through
William Caxton's printed edition of 1485 for
nearly 500 years. However in 1934 a
librarian at Winchester College, Walter
Oakeshott, discovered this manuscript in a
safe in the Warden's bedroom.



* The manuscript was written by two
professional scribes working together,
some time during the years 1470 to 1483.
The most striking feature of the manuscript
IS its extensive use of red ink



Winchester Manuscript
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"...divers men hold opinion that there was no such
Arthur; and that all such books as be made of
him be but feigned and fables, because that
some chronicles make of him no mention nor
remember him nothing nor of his knights....And
for the pass the time this book shall be pleasant
to read in; but for to give faith and belief that all

Is true that is contained herein, ye be at your
liberty."

Caxton, Preface to Le Morte Darthur



In 1934, a manuscript copy of Le Morte Darthur was
discovered in the library of Winchester College (and now in
the British Library) that is closer to Malory than Caxton's
printed edition of 1485. Neither derives from the other and
both are removed from Malory's original holograph.
Curiously, although Caxton did not use the Winchester MS
In preparing his printed text, it was in his possession at the
time, as can be determined by type smudges on the
manuscript. The leaves at the beginning and ending of the
Winchester MS are missing, however, and must be
supplied by Caxton's edition, of which there is only a single
complete copy.



* It is Caxton who divided the manuscript
iInto books and chapters, making

twenty-one books of approximately equal
length out of the original four sections. Not

all of these



23 nionga 1934 ropa B bnbnnoteke BUHYECTEPCKOro
konnemxka onenuortekapem Y.OyKWIOTTOM 6bIn HanaeH
MaHYycKpunT poMmaHa Manopu, He U3BECTHbIN 00 TeX Mnop
N MOSyYMBLLUMIA BNOCNEOACTBUN HAa3BaHUE
YuH4yecTepckoro maHyckpunTta. OctaBasrnocb 1 oCTaeTcs
CMOPHbIM, MPUHAANEXUT NN 3TOT MAHYCKPUNT caMoMy
Manopu unn aTo CNMCokK, caenaHHbIN NO34HEE C
OCTaBNEHHOro nucaTenem opurnHana, Ho Oblno SICHO,
4YTO PpOMaH, OOoLleaLWwmnn 4o Hac B PYKOMUCH,
CYLLECTBEHHO OTNINYaeTesa oT n3gaHHoro Y.KakCToHOM B
1485 r., Kak 06 3TOM CBUOETENBLCTBOBANM CTaTbU U
coobuieHnst npodeccopa E. BuHaBepa onybnmMkoBaHHbIE
B nutepaTtypoBeaveckmx nsgaHunsax 30-x rogos.
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"Sir Thomas Malory" by E. Reiss

"In the present work | have tried ... to provide a
commentary on Malory's work that is primarily concerned
with how it functions as a work of literary art. | could have
proceeded by analyzing according to subject; for example,
one chapter on Malory’s idea on chivalry, another on his
concept of love, and so forth. Such a method is valuable,
and many recent studies have approached the "Morte
Arthur" in this way. Instead | have preferred to discuss the
work as it stands and to show Malory's concepts as they
arise and function in his developing narrative."



D. S. Brewer

« THE PRESENT STUDY OF MALORY
e Form in the 'Morte Darthur’



D. S. Brewer

"...what does justify him (Caxton’s) - and us
— in emphasizing the unity of the work, is
its own construction and its own words."
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e CHAPTERI
How Uther Pendragon sent for the duke of Cornwall and Igraine his

wife, and of their departing suddenly again.
IT befell in the days of Uther Pendragon, when he was king of all
England, and so reigned, that there was a mighty duke in Cornwall that
held war against him long time. And the duke was called the Duke of
Tintagil. And so by means King Uther sent for this duke, charging him to
bring his wife with him, for she was called a fair lady, and a passing wise,
and her name was called Igraine.
So when the duke and his wife were come unto the king, by the means of
great lords they were accorded both. The king liked and loved this lady
well, and he made them great cheer out of measure, and desired to have
lain by her. But she was a passing good woman, and would not assent
unto the king. And then she told the duke her husband, and said, | suppose
that we were sent for that | should be dishonoured; wherefore, husband, |
counsel you, that we depart from hence suddenly, that we may ride all
night unto our own castle. And in like wise as she said so they departed,
that neither the king nor none of his council were ware of their departing.
All so soon as King Uther knew of their departing so suddenly, he was
wonderly wroth. Then he called to him his privy council, and told them of
the sudden departing of the duke and his wife.



Cny4dunnocb Tak Bo BpeMeHa YTepa [leHgparoHa, korga OH Oblfl KOponewm
N BnacTeoBan Hag Bcen AHIMMUCKOU 3eMIien, YTo Xun torga B KopHyanne
MOry4YnKn repLor, KOTOpbI BT C HUM OOMryrd BOMHY, a 3Balicd TOT
repuor repuyorom TUHTarnnbCckum. Pas nocnan Koposrb YTep 3a 3Tum
repLorom v rnoBesien emy SBUTbLCA U NPUBE3TU C CODON XKeHY, MO 0 HEN
rOBOpPUIN, YTO OHAa rMnpekpacHa cobon W 3amedaTenbHO Mydpa, 3Basim Xe
ee NrpenHa. W korga repuor co CBOEN XXeHoW npeacTtanu nepen
KOposfieM, TO cTapaHusiMu 6apoHOB MPUMUPUITUCL OHWU AOPYr C OPYrom.
Koponto o4eHb npurnsiHynacb U nonodunack Ta XeHLWnHa, 1 oH
NPMBETCTBOBAN UX U NPUHAN Yy cebsi ¢ Ype3BblManHbIM pagyLmem u
noXenan BO3feyb C Helo, HO OHa bbiNa XeHWmHa BecbMa aobpoaetenbHasd
N He ycTynuna Koporsto. M Torga ckasana oHa repuory, CBoOeMy MyXy:

- BugHo, Hac npurnacunu ctoga, 4todbl MeHs1 0becyecTUTb. A NOTOMY,
Cynpyrou, npoLuy Bac, gaBante Ceun Xxe 4ac yeaem otcioga, Torga Mbl 3a
HOYb YyCreem gOCKaKkaTb 40 Hawero 3amka. Kak oHa ckasarna, Tak OHU U
caenanu, n oTobINM TanHO, U HX CaM KOPOSlb U HUKTO U3 €ro
NpMONMXeHHbIX He nogo3peBant 06 mx otbe3ge. HO Kak TOMbKO KOPOnb
YTep y3Han o6 ux CTONb BHE3arnHOM OTbe3ne, pasrHeBasiCsl OH YXXacCHO;
OH npwu3Barsn K cebe cBomx TanHbIX COBETHMKOB WM MNoBedan UM O BHE3arnHOM
OTbe3[e repLora c >XeHolo.



