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Checks and balances: confrontation of powers

« Congress can rewrita legislation to
circumvent the Court's decisions.

* The Senate confirms federal judges.

« Congress determings tha number

of judges.

« The president nominates faderal judpes
= The president can refuse 1o enforce

the Court's gecisions,
» Tha president grants pardons.

THE
JUDICIARY

* The Supreme Court can
declare presidential actions
unconstitubonal

* Tha Supreme Court can
declare con gressonal laws
unconstitutional.

» Congress makes legsiaton and can override a
presidential veto of its legisiation

« Congress can impeach and remove a pressgent,

« The Senate must confirm presidential appomtments
and consent to the president’s treaties based on
& tworlthirds concurrence

» Congress has the power of the purse and provides

funds for the president’'s programs

* Tha president proposes laws and can veto
congressional legisiation THE

« The prasident makes lreatias, execulive agreements CONGRESS
and executive orgers

» The prasident can reluse, and has refusad, o enforce
congressonal kegisiation

» The president can call special sessions of Cengress,

THE
PRESIDENCY




Presidential elections in the USA

How Presidents and Vice Presidents Are Chosen

Electoral College
(first Monday after
General Election second Wednesday
(first Tuesday in in December)
November) Electors vote for
Voters vote president and vice
for electors. president,
respectively.
Top Top vice
presidential presidential
candidate candidate
receives 270 receives 270

votes or more.

Vice
president
elected

President

elected

votes or more,

—_—
IF
top
presidential
and
vice presidential
candidates
receive
fewer
than 270
electoral votes,
decisions
are made
in the
House and
Senate. Each
state gets one
vote in the
House, two
votes in the
Senate.
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Presidential
candidate
receives 26
votes or more,

House
Representatives

(from top 3
candidates) by
state. Majority (26
votes) is needed

to win, !
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Senate
Senators vote for

vice president (from | _»

top 2 candidates).
Majority (51 votes) |
is needed to win, |

Vice |

presidential -
i candidate receives

51 votes or more. |

L
vote for president i—
t
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President

elected

If no presidential candidate
receives 26 votes by January 20,
and vice president has been
elected, vice president becomes
acting president until president is
elected by the House,

If neither candidate is elected by
\‘/-\ January 20, speaker of the House

7V becomes acting president until

president is elected by the House.

If no vice presidential
candidate is elected by
January 20, and
president has been
elected, a vice president
is appointed by the
president and approved
by Congress.

Vice
president
elected
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SoURCE: Adapted from Michael J. Glennon, When No Majority Rules: The Electoral College and Presidential Succession (Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press,

1993), p. 20.




ELECTORAL COLLEGE EXPLAINER

The president and vice president are elected by 538 Electoral College voters, one per senator and representative
from each state, who usually cast a ballot for the candidate who wins the popular vote. In addition, the District of
Columbia has three votes. A candidate must receive a majority of 270 votes to win the election. More !

ELECTOR COUNT
Use tabs to the right to navigate between maps 2004 2000

TOTAL

538

271

| GORE
266

* Al Gore recetved an offidal total of 286
electoral college voles, counting two votes
from Washington B.C. While Gore eamed
all three of the district's votes, one elector
left her ballot blank 1o protest the district's
lack of statehood. cart
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Who's leading in the race for Electoral College votes™ Here's the |atest survey from the CNN political unit.



How does the Electoral College work?

Each state has a number of electors in the Electoral College equal
to the total of its US senators (always two) and its representatives,
which are determined by the size of the state's population.
Technically, Americans vote for the electors not the candidate.

California, the most populous state, has 55 electoral votes. A few
small states and the District of Columbia have only three.

There are 538 electors in the College. In all but two states, Maine
and Nebraska, the College works on a winner-takes-all basis. The
winner of the popular vote in a state gets all the Electoral College
votes in that state.

To become president, a candidate needs 270 Electoral College
votes. The winning candidate does not need to win the national
popular vote.



Fairness?

In 2000 Al Gore won 48.38% of votes nationwide compared to George
Bush's 47.87%. Ralph Nader took 2.74%.

Yet Mr Bush won because he got 271 Electoral College votes
compared to 266 for Mr Gore.

The winning votes came from Florida whose 25 College seats all went
to Mr Bush despite the difference between the two in the state's
popular vote being only 537.



American political parties since 1789

Federalists

89 jor ies:
?92 Democratic Republicans MBDE s - .

Third Parties: ==

1824 National Republicans

8 :
1832 Democrats Wh. Anti-Mason
1836 S
v s Liberty
1844 Free Soil

:gg Republicans Constitutional  American (Know-Nothing)
1860 Union Southern Democrat

1872 Liberal Republican Prohibition
1876 Greenback
1880 " Socialist

: Labor
:ggg National Populist

1896 Demccrats
- Sodialist

1904 (Bull Moose)
1912 Progrsssive

1920 (La Follette) )
1924 Progressive ~ Communist

1936 Union States'
1940 (H. Wallace) Socialist Rights
1048 Progressive Workers Deme.crats

1]
1956 (G. Wallacs) WV‘;";%'S
1960 American 2]

Independant i
1968 > : Communist USs. )
1072 Peoples | Libertarian Socialist Labor || Nation

Populist Citizens'[] Uﬁltv

1988 "

1992 Natural
1994 Green Reform Law




The Federal Government

Organization Chart of the Federal Government

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES

THE CONSTITUTION

JUDICIAL BRANCH

THE CONGRESS
SENATE HOUSE

Architect of the Capito!
United States Botanic Garden
General Accounting Cffice
Government Printing Cifice
Library of Congress
Congressional Budget Office

Exeeutlve Ofﬂce of the | Presldent

WVihite House Office Office of Managemenl and Budget
OIﬁqe‘ he Vice Presiden: Qffice of National Drug Control Policy
Office of Policy Developmen!

Council on Envionmental Q..laﬂy Omceo{ScIen » and ]'w;]m{ogy po;q
National Security Council

‘Olfice of Administration

The Supreme Court of the
United States

United States Courts of Appeals,

United States District Courts
Territerial Courts
United States Court of International Trade
United States Court of Federal Claims
United States Court of Appeals
for the Armed Forces
United States Tax Court

United States Court of Appeals for

Veterans Claims

 Administrative Office of the
United States Coults

Federal Judicial Cener:
United States Sentencing Commission

DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE

DEPARTMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF
A OF
DEPARTMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF | DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH mmman"m HOUSING
DEFENSE EDUCATION ENERGY AND HUMAN SECURITY. AND URBAN
SERVICES DEVELOPMENT

DEPARTMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF DEPARYMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF e OF
THE INTERIOR JUSTICE LABOR THE TREASURY
AFFAIRS
INDEPENDENT ESTABLISHMENTS AND GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS
African Development Foundation Federal Labor Relations Authority Naticnal Labor Refations Board Rallroad Retirement Board

Central Intefigence Agency
Commadity Futures Trading C

Federal Maritime Commission Nalicnal Meduation Board

Consumer Product Safety Commission

Corperation for National and
Community Sexvice

Defense Nuclear Facilties Safety Board

Envircnmental Prolection Agency

Equal Employment Oppoctunity
Commission

Expon-Impoa Bank of the U.S.

Farm Credit Administration

Federal Communications C

Federal M and Conciiation Service  Nalicnal Rairoad Passenger Corporation
Federal Mine Safety and Heallh Review (Amieak)
Commission Nalicnal Science Foundation

Fedleral Reser/e System Naticnal Transpeaaticn Safety Board

Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board  Nuclear Reguiatory Commission
Federal Trade Commission Occupational Salety and Health
General Seqvices Administration Review Commissica
Inter-American Foundation Office of Government Ethics
Mefit Systens Protection Board Office of Personnel Managemant
Nauonal Aeronauucs and Space Office of Special Ceunsel

Federal Deposit Insurance Corperation
Federal Election Conrmssaon
Faderal £

Overszas Private Investment Cacporation
Namnal Archives and Recerds Administration Panama Canal Conmmission

National Capital Planning Commissicn
ional Credit Unicn Administration

24 o

Agency
Federal Housing Finance Board

Pension Bervem Guaranty Corporation
National Feundation ¢n the Arts and the Postal Rate Commission

Humanities

Secunities and Exchange Commission
Selective Service System
Small Business Administration
Social Security Administration
Tennessee Valley Authority
Trade and Development Agency
U.S. Agency foe International Deveionmem
U.S. Commission cn Civil Rights
U.S. Information Agency
US. International Trade
Commission
U.S. Postal Service




