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® The University of Oxford (informally Oxford
University or Oxfogdy. v \gl.e‘}'.iy¢d from the
Latin, Universitas Oxoniensi$) i a university located
in Oxford, England._,;;ﬁnited*l('ngdom. It is the oldest
university in the English-speaking world, and the
second-oldest s Uil VENA N university in the
world.Although its .']\ | "llf ate of foundation is
unclear, there is evi NS LTI eaching as far back as
1096. The Universi H,L\' l ViEL rapidly from 1167
whenHenry II ban melish  students from
attending the University of Paris.
In post-nominals the v Qﬁpix&ersity of Oxford is
commonly abbreviated ' asOxon., from the
Latin Universitas Oxoniensis, although Oxfis now
used in official university publications, despite

widespread and acknowledged criticism
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students and Oxford
townsfolk in 1209, some .
academics fled north-east ™ T %
to Cambridge, where they
established what became .
the University of Cambridge.
The two ancient English
universities  have  many
common features and are
often jointly referred to
as Oxbridge. In addition to
their cultural and practical

of British society, they have a
long history of rivalry with
each other.
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The University of Oxford has no known ion date.
Teaching at Oxford existed in some form i but it is
unclear at what point a university came into bé

The expulsion @f foreigners from the Univejgi ATis in 110
caused many Efglis $ O : e YSual:
' erald of Wales lectured to such scholars
, “ gnown foreign scholar, Emo-of Friesland,
n 1190. ﬁih head "of the University»Wwas named
\ ellor from at lea‘a 1201, and the masteTs wereirecognised
N 258 universitas or corperation in*1231. The students associated
together on the basis of'geographical dFigihs, 1nto two "nations”,
representing the North (incliiding the Scots)"and the South
(ineluding the Irish and the Welsh). In" later centuries,
geographical origins continued; to influence™ many students'
affiliations when membership of _acollegeorhall became
customary in Oxford.




Members of manyreligious orders,
including Dominigams, Franciscans, Carmelites, and Augustinians, settled in

Oxford in the i century, gained influence, and maintained houses for
students. At abpl q same time, private benefactors established colleges to
serve as self-cOTESEd scholarly communities. Among the earliest such
founders were W of Durham, who in 1249 endowed University College
and IBhn Ba )f a fgture King of Scots: Ballig]l College lae
name. Another founder, Walfer™ e “WI€ftOn; a C .-*"""" i ; )
afterwards Bishop of Rochester devised a s% 0.8 Jied o] ﬂPHo N

life; Merton College thereby became.the model fc *h establist nﬁ’g
Oxford, as well as at the University of Cambridge. Thereafter, an increasing
number of students forsook living in halls and religious houses in favour of
living in colleges.

In 1333-4 an attempt by some dissatisfied Oxford scholars to found a new
university at Stamford, Lincolnshire was blocked by the universities of Oxford
and Cambridge petitioning king Edward III. Thereafter until the 1820s no
new universities were allowed to start in England even in London, and Oxford
and Cambridge had a monopoly unusual in western European countries.
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; the'Bodleian Librar v, %t} Tafy’ C he unive®Sity. From the incept of
~ theChurch of England until 186¢ mbership of the chufeh was a requlre gent to

" receive the BA degree from Oxford, and "dissenters" were only permitted to receive the
| MA in 1871. |
The university was a centre of the Royalistparty during the English Civil |

| War (1642-1649), while the town favoured the opposing Parliamentarian cause. From |
the mid-18th century onwards, however, the University of Oxford took little part in
political conflicts.
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Modern period

The mid nineteenth century saw the impact of the Oxford
Movement (1833-1845), led among others by the future Cardinal Newman. The
influence of the reformed model of German university reached Oxford via key
scholars such as Edward Bouverie Pusey, Benjamin Jowett and Max Miiller.
The system of separate honour schools for different subjects began in 1802,
with Mathematics and Literae Humaniores. Schools for Natural
Sciences and Law, and Modern History were added in 1853. By 1872 the latter
was split into Jurisprudence and Modern History, and Theology was the sixth
s\ Honours degrees, t

ill is) offered.




Administrative reforms during. the 19th century included the
replacement of oral examinations with written entrance tests, greater
tolerance for religious dissent, and, the establishment of four women's
colleges. Twentieth century Privy Council decisions (such as the abolition
of compulsory daily worship, dissociation of the Regius professorship of
Hebrew from clerical status, diversion of theological bequests to colleges
to other purposes) loosened the link with traditional belief and practice.
Although the University's émphasm traditionally had been on classical
knowledge its curriculum expangded in the course of the 19th century to
ncompass sgientificand medi studies. nowledge of Ancient

Greek sre uir radmrssm t11 102 a atin until 1960.
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e hs»t of dlstmguishéi sch{)lars at the University of\Oxford is long and
includes may whé h%e m ma](?r C trlbutlcm to British politics, the
sciences, miedicifle, and literature. Mo an forty*Nobel laureate

more than fifty world leaders have'been afﬁh,afegwnh the Universit
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Buildings, collections and facilities

Main Sites

The University is a 'city university' in that it does not have a main campus. Instead
colleges, departments, accommodation, and other facilities are scattered throughout
the city centre. TheScience Area, in which most science departments are located, is the
area that bears closest resemblance to a campus. The ten acre Radcliffe Observatory
Quarter in the northwest of the city is currently under development. However the
larger colleges' sites are of similar size to these areas.

Iconic university buildings include the Sheldonian Theatre used for music concerts,
lectures and university ceremonies and Examination Schools where examinations and
some lectures take place. The University Church of St Mary the Virgin was used for
university ceremonies before the construction of the Sheldonian. Christ Church
Cathedral uniquely serves as both a college chapel and as a cathedral.



Libraries

Bodleian groupis the second—largest ha - .
Library. The BodTelan is a legal deposit library, Wthh means that it is entitled
to request a free copy of every book published in the UK. As such, its -
collection is growing at a rate of over three miles (five kilometres) of
every year.
The buildings referred.to as the University's maln research libra
Bodleian consist of the original Bodleian Library in in the Old Schoo
Quadrangle, founded by Sir Thomas Bodley in 1598 and opened in
B60Zthe Radcliffe Camera, t don Building, and the New Bodlei
Building. A tunnel under road Street connects these buildings, with
the Gladstone Link connecting the Old Bodleian and Radcliffe Camera

‘g to readers in 2011. |
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The Bodldian was formed in 2000, bringing the Bodleian
lerarygll cl;n e subject libraries together. It now comprises LA 9 r
28 libraries, a number of which have been created by bringing preV1o

separate collections together, including the Sackler lerary, jo
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Oxford maintains a number of museums and galleries, open for free to the
public. The Ashmolean Museum, founded in 1683, is the oldest museum in the
UK, and the oldest university museum in the world. It holds 31gn1ﬁcant .
collections of art and archaeol@gygincluding works by Mlchelangelo Leonardo
da Vinci, Turner and Picassd, as well ressuchagthe Scorpion *
Macehead, the Parian Mawble and the Alfr il I@E’m —
Messiah", a psistine Stradivarius violin, regarded b‘,hsemga-s one-of the ﬁnest
examples in existence: The Ashmolean feéopenedin November 2000, aftera
£49m redevelopment doubling'the display space as well as‘providing new
facilitie§™ . =

T}Meum ofdsr;‘lturalﬁ;storyholds the‘University's ZOOlogICéﬂ -

entonel 1§ éologleaTspetflﬁens IpiShoused in a large i€o-Gothic
W <S'R9a¢»1n the University’s Science Area. “Among its collection
are the skeleto,gsxﬁ;c\ L rdnnosﬂv sreXand trlceratops and the most’+
compléteremains offa doda 'fo.u,n@n{where ift thewotld. It also hosts

the Simonyi Professorshlp\f‘tﬁe Public Understantrlng of | Sc1ence currently
held by Marcus du Sautoy: —< K -
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There are also Varlous.:@l-legmte oW op'e'n-macesépen to the pubTL-c,-most
"HU'I!ably Christ Church Meadow: = W .
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