


] Some fTacts

FULL COUNTRY NAME : New Zealand

CAPITAL: Wellington

TOTAL AREA: 269,000 sg.km

POPULATION: 4,182,000 people

PEOPLE: 88% Europeans, 125 Maori and Polynesian
LANGUAGES: English and Maori

RELIGION: Predominantly Christian (81%)

HEAD OF STATE: Queen Elizabeth II represented by Governor- General
FORM OF GOVERNMENT: Constitutional monarchy -
LONGEST RIVER: Waikato (425 km)

LARGEST LAKE: Taupo (606 km)

HIGHEST POINT: Mount Cook (3,754 m)

NATIONAL DAY: Waitangi Day , 6 February ( since 1840) —
MAJOR INDUSTRIES: wood and paper products, wool, textile, iron, steel
CURRENCY: NZ dollar

NATIONAL SYMBOLS: Kiwi

NATIONAL ANTHEM: "God Defend New Zealand”




an ' >
Island - and numer'ous smaller
islands, most notably, rif. =
Wmm - e
ealand also includes the ooT( -

slands cmd Niue+Tokelau: .

acuﬁe ‘nation,

getwo cultural

oups New Zed anders of
urop ean descent, and the

mmor'l‘ry Maori, whose Polynesian

ancestors arrived on the islands
around 1,000 years ago.
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The kiwi bird was named so for the sound
of its chirp. This flightless bird, about the
size of a domestic hen, has an extremely

long beak and plumage more like hair than

feathers. It has no tail, almost no wings. It
weights about 2 kg. The female kiwi lays

only one egg, but it is about 1/5th of her

own weight. After laying it she leaves her
husband to hatch the egg out. The New

Zealand dollar is frequently called the Kiwi.

The dollar coin features a kiwi bird on one
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Aucklanc The North Island is one of the two main islands
of New Zealand. The island is 113,729 sq. km
Hamilton, ‘Jauranga in ?reda, m?]king it thelworld'sf 134!:lr‘1}gar%(e)st
h island. It has a population of 3,148,400.
Noedy ’S’a”.d Gisborne, Several important cities are in the North
New Plymouth ¢ Island: Auckland, and Wellington, the capital.
p o il Approximately 76% of New Zealand's
o Pakiiientan population lives in the North Island.
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Wellington is the capital
of IEleyv Zealarc1|dr the y
country's second larges
urban area and the r%_ost : - apalhiEEER
populous national capital e _____ "= .
in Oceania. The e AAAARAAAAL ) ™
population is about
449,000 people.

Zealand's politica
Parfiament and the head-:
offices of all government ™
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South Island SR The South Island is the larger of the two

major islands of New Zealand. The South
Island has an area of 151,215 sqg. km,

making it the world's 12t-largest island. It
af S has a population of 991,100. Along its west

Invércargill 2T coast runs the mountain chain of the

, S Southern Alps with Mount Cook being the

v Stowsrt highest point, 3,754 m.

Island
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Chrtstchur h i the largest ¢ C|ty in the South TTancT‘
it’is also the second largest city and third Iargest
urban area of New"Zealand. The Population.is:
about 367,700 people. The city is named after the = -
Christ Church cathedral -whieh-is itself hamed after -
Christ Church, a college at the University of
Oxford, and the Cathedral of Oxford. The city was
orlgmally known as Christ Church, the written form -
= consolldatlng by the 18805 :
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Queenstown iS.a turésque tourist
destination Iocate in the South Island:
The poEuIaflon of the Queenstown is® "
9,251, The town-is-built around-aninlet<-

on Lake Wakatipu. Queenstown is the
adventure capital of the world. Many

- tourists flock to the area year round to

mdulge in activities such as white water
zraftlng;kayakmg;, boatmg,;tar‘i‘dem~ 5

~ sky-driving:




SIEWART ISL

\New Zealand’s 3rd largest island, Stewart
Island is a very special place. The only town
IS Oban with population about 400 people. It is
a heaven for native birds’ life. The kiwi, rare in
both the North and the South Island, is
common over much of the island, particularly
around beaches. The weather is changeable
on the island. Tramping the many tracks, see
kayaking, fishing, walking on the bird
Iva Island is some of the exiting
gs people can do on this island.
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Cabbage Tree |

““New Zealand is one of th rku

" bio-diverse flora areas on eaft
“and its extent is enormous. Nati
Rimu,  Totara, Matai, Kahikate
many sgeCies of ferns includin
ferns. Other notable.trees in
~ Tree, theNikau P vhich |
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mﬁ—others tggt‘htrve-been mtroduced Some of
_the animals native to New Zealand include: a
. few pml_t;yg_frogrm species o TEats a few
reptiles , and-many birds. The onIy poisonous
animal native to New Zealand is the katipo, a

red-black splder one of the deadll' st splder;v(vlb._

"'re Qn the de“clme and some, like the kakapo,

.-are on.tb.e-verge of ext:nctL_on
e
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