0aism 1s...

“A 4000 year ofd tradition with ideas about what it means

to be human and haw to make the world 4 holy place”
(Rabbi Harald Kushner, 1o Life)

A “covenant reiatimhip' between Gobjanbj the Hebrew

people
A celebration and sanctification of life

A faith, 4 people, a way of life..



The Patriarchs; Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (“Israel”) - origins
of the Hebrew peaple (more than 3800 years ago)

Enslaved in ancient Eqypt and freed by Moses (more than
3300 years tgo)

Hebrew monaschy in the “Promised Land® (The Land of
Israel), ends 6th century BCE




In one God, creator of the universe, personal but non-corporeal

In prophets of o3 - especially Moses, thragh whom. Torah was
revealed to the Hebrew peaple
In Torah (first five books of the Bible), contuining religious, maral
and social law which guides the life of 4 Jew

u the Hebrew Bible Joes not include the New Testament
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Asa peaple, Jews are..

A nation in Diaspora (&Jpembj

15 - 16 million in worldwide population
Umteb/ky 4 common herita age (an “ethnic” relgmn); divided in
contemparary practice:

N Oﬂhob/ox

3 = Modern

| = Chasidic (Ultra Orthodex)

L Reformed (18 century Germany)
o (= Conservative - mb/emtes response to refm
u Reconstructionalism (20* century Ametica)
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As way of lzfe, ] Saism is bm

613 commandments fmmbj in Torah (“Written Law")

Talmud (“Oral Law) - commentasy of ancient rabbis that elaborates on
how ta apply Go¥'s Law in everyday life through:

= Dietary rules (Kashrut/Kosher)

u Dress and other symbols

u  Drayer and devotion to the one God

u The Temple and Temple rites

= Observance of Holy days

= Proper social relations between male and female, in business, judicial
rulings, ete.

Thus sanctifying life, blessing it in every way
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How Ooes Ju ismsancti
Life cycle celebrations: ‘
Bris - ritual circumcision, sgn of the covenant
Bar/Bat Mitzvah - full adult status and responsibility
religion

Wrﬁgz - "Be fruitful an multiply’ (Gen. 1:22)

Death - funerals, maurning (sitting “Shiva®), and memorials

(“Yartzeits™)




How Joes ] DAism sancttfy tme?

The Jewish Holidays: ,? \
th Hdﬁ&ly}’: L
m Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year)
= Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
Sukkot, the “Festival of Booths” (fall harvest festival)
Simchat Torah - celebmtug Torah
Chanukah, the “Festival of Li ights®
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Mare Hobr Days..

Purim (“Lots”) - 4 carnival (commemorates events told in book

of Esther)
Pesach (“Passover) - commenmarates the exodus from Egypt
(events told in Exob;u) &

Shavuot (“weeks; Pentecost) - commemorates receipt of Torah
at Sinai

Other; minor festivals

shabbat (Sabbath, 7* Jay, on Saturday) - the “Day of Rest*
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How is Judaism related to Christianisy?

Judaism predates Christianity - it is the foundation of Christianity but
is not a part of it

Jesus was Jewish, as were his followers and the Apostles

Jews Jo not believe that Jesus was anything more than a 4000 and wise
man who lived and died 2000 Jyears 4o ~§ews still await their messiah

The Jewish messiah would not be Sivine, He would be 4 political figure
who restores the Hebrew monaschy and causes peace to reign on Earth

Jews are not concerned about salvation and the ‘world to come
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What are Jews really )

Tikkun Olam - “repairin this world® thrmgh fustice and
%htemms; thmtgh “Seed, not creed”

The heart of Juaism is in the hame and family, social
respansibility and. b?n’:g Mitzvot (‘Jaab/&eb}’ based on Gad's

commandments)

Through education and hard wark we make our lives, the lives of
others, and the worll, what God intended it to be - Halyl






Judaism 101; http://jewfaq.oral
“an online encyclopedia of Fudaism, covering Jewish beliefs, people, places,
things, language, scripture, halidays, practices and customs®
Religi nlmmce.og on Judsism:

eli

http://www.religioustolerance.org/judaism.htm

This POwerpaint presentation available at;
tp./wowwnvec.du/home/Ishulman/Rel252/esousce/uaism. ppt




