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“National Character seen 1n
sayings and proverbs”



We use a lot of proverbs and sayings, when we
speak, even not thinking, what they can say about our
national character. So I decided to find out, if it is was

fruc.
But I also had another aims, which were not the

general ones, but were also important and they are:

1.Find out common qualities of the nations

2.Understand people of these nations better
through a research



I chose four European nations they are:

Russians
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And Kabardians



Russian national qualities

Hard-working Kindness

Condemnation of laziness Hospitality

but not an appeal

to working Patience
Sympathy for poor people Resignation to fate
Condemnation of wealth Braveness

Love of freedom Distrust of law



Russian national qualities and proverbs

Hard working

«be3 TpyAa He BBITAIIUIID U PBIOKY U3 IIPYAY.
«T'epmieHne u TPyA - BCe HEPETPYT.

«He mensit Ha coceAa, KOAY CITHIITB AO OOEA.

lL.aziness

«PaboTa HE BOAK — B A€C HE JOCIKUTY.

«OT paboOTHI HE OYACIIIB OOraT, a OYAEIIb TOPOAT».
Sympathy for poor people

«beAHOCTB- CBATOE ACAO.

«beAHOCTD VUUT, 2 CYACTHE ITOPTHUTY.
bl



Condemnation of wealth

«boraroMmy 4epTu ACHBI'H KYIOT.
«He oTBepHEITHE TOAOBBI KAFOUOM, HE OYAEIIIb OOTagOMY.

Love of freedom

«XOTbh THMKEAAST AOAS, AA BCE CBOST BOAS».
«CBOS BOAS AOPOIKE BCETON.

Distrust of law

«3aK0H — ABIIITAO: KYAd 3aXOY€CIIIb, TYAd 1 BOpOTI/IH_H)».
«Yro mHe 3aKOHbI, KOAN CYAbH 3HAKOMBD).

Braveness

«/\yd4rrie cMepTh B OOFO, 9YEM II030P B CTPOION.

«KTo HE PHCKYET, TOT HC IIbCT IITAMITAHCKOI'O»



Resignation to fate

«HeMy OBITH, TOTO HE MUHOBATH.
«Komy cAyxy, TOMY I BOAFO TBOPIO».

Patience

«TepieHne AacT ymeHHE».
«Ha xoTtenpe ecTh TEPIECHUE.

Kindness

«/AeAaTbp AOOPO CIIETIIIY.
«/\OOpOE ACAO U B BOAE HE TACT».

Hospitality

«KoAn ecTp, 91O B I€49H, BCE HA CTOA Meduly.
«l'ocTrO 1II€H HE KaA€HU, A IIOIYIIE HAACK».



English national qualities

Cult of private life Self-control

Patience to other’s opinion Keeping their word

Value of reputation Allocation of money and time
Hard-working Love of richness
Ungreediness Politeness

Honesty Love of risking and traveling



English national qualities and proverbs

Cult of private life

My house is my castle.

Put not your hand between the bark and the tree.

Self-control

Anger and haste hinder good counsel.

When angry, count a hundred.

Patience to other’s opinion

Tastes differ.

So many men, so many minds.



Keeping their word

Promise is debt.
A bargain is a bargain.

Value their reputation
He that has an ill name is half hanged.
Allocation of money and time
Time i1s money.

Hard-working

He who would catch fish must not mind getting wet.
He who would search for pearls must dive below.

lL.ove of richness

Money begets money.
Money is powet.



Ungreediness
Money spent on the brain is never spent in vain.

Politeness

Politeness costs little (nothing), but yields much.
All doors open to courtesy.

Honesty

A clean fast is better than a dirty breakfast.

A clean hand wants no washing;

Love of risking and traveling

It is better to wear out than to rust out
Nothing venture, nothing have



Crvility

Courtesy

Economy

Carelessness

French national qualities

Hard-working

Nervousness

Politeness

Caution



German national qualities

Thirst for creative actions Stubbornness

Thoroughness Dreaminess
Love for order Neglect of good manners
Economy Hard-working

Disciplinary Punctuality



Kabardian national qualities

Hospitality Courage

Honour Humanity
Braveness Hard-working
Respect the old Respect cleverness

O1cesS



I found out, that it 1s able to understand the main
qualities of the nation, studying its proverbs and
sayings, but you can’t understand its people so. You
must speak and learn many other things about these
nation to understand its people.



All people are ditferent, but they also have many
things in common. And their proverbs say, that it is
good 1n one’s house but 1s better 1n yours, that patient
and labor will do everything, that you shouldn’t
postpone anything for tomorrow and that when the
man lives he hopes.



