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Book Review

El sistema econémico del imperio Inca:
Historia critica de una controversia

El sistema econémico del imperio Inca: Historia critica de una controversia. By Juan JosE r. viLLARIAS ROBLES. Coleccitn Tierra Nueva
e Cielo Nuevo, vol. 36. Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas, 1998. Maps. Table. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 362 pp.
Paper.

From the time of the initial encounter between Europeans and the peoples who lived under the domination of the Inca in Andean America, outsiders were
fascinated by the political and econamic organization of such a large number of people who were spread over a vast and varied teritory. Shortly after the
first published notices of the Inca "empire," European thinkers began the process of ing their dis into their own of the past.
What was the nature of this system, with massive amounts of gold and silver that seemed to function without a money economy?

In this mature exercise in intellectual history, Villarias Robles carefully and systematically traces the evolution of Europe's attempt to understand the
political economy of Inca Peru. The th ical models that are i by European observers are based on the empirical evidence, and the nature of
that evidence is an important aspect of the author's investigation. The author pays constant attention to the primary sources, as they evolve over the four
and a half centuries after the conquest. He is most interested in the published works, because it is the published evidence, at least until the archival
investigations of the twentieth century, that [End Page 344] provide the for on the of the Inca system
He also probes the relationship between “"present” developments and their impact on interpretation.

Villarias Robles finds surprisingly little change in substance of the debate over time. By the mid-1550s the published sources provided two contrasting
views of the Inca political economy. One stressed the beneficent aspects of the system, an order that provided stability and economic security, one that
was seen by most as a of a long Inca and a system that was challenged and fell by foreign conquest. The chief
primary sources for this view were Bartolomé de las Casas and Pedro de Cieza de Ledn. On the other hand, Agustin de Zarate and Francisco Lépez de
Gomara pointed to a despotic Inca elite whose subjugation by the Christians was justifiable, for the Inca had conguered various independent lords as they
exnanded fram their center of antharity in Cizen Retween 1570 and 1609 the hasic snurces for the nn Inca nnlitical eeannmy were well
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