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September 2, 2009 internet governance censorship Skype national
Igor Shegoley, the RF Minister for Communication and Mass Media, went online domains electronic diital sianature
to answer some of 5,000- Plus questions by the national audience.Below, we post
the translated transcrlpt of some excerpts from his online press-conference that All:tags

concern primarily the Internet and related issues, which might of be a particular
interest to the global Internet community

Question: Is it possible to create in Russia a sole public Internet provider? I it sensible from the economic
perspective?

Igor Shegoley: We are aware that the Internet emerged as a very flexible technological and economic structure,
which evolves and updates itself very rapidly. The practice shows this can be best achieved in the conditions of
competition. Meanwhile, monopolists at a certain stage are apt to dictate their conditions, increase prices, thus,
traveling along the same cycle, we will be back to the already discussed question, that is, the services being provided
at a higher price. And this will scare many users off. That is why, it seems to me, this is inappropriate today. There

is no need in this.

Q: When wil a new Act on the Internet be promulgated ....?

1.S.: As far as an Act on the Internet is concerned, we need to understand what is going to be its primary subject

and how we are going to regulate that. Internet is a strictly cross-border phenomenon that has no analogues.

It has recently emerged in the international legal area, too, and it is argued there has been no common attitude —
towards it as yet. The technology is such that if one tries any punitory, repressive measures in a country, they

would hardly be a success, even if we imply assault on obvious offenses. Making such measures against the offences
effective necessitates having the international community come to some consensus on the nature of these phenomena
that must be countered and which methods one needs to employ to do so. So far the common perspective has

been developed to a certain extent, say, with regard to child pornography and cybercrime. Hopefully, in the
foreseeable future, there will appear if not broad international agreements but at least recommendations by the

bodies that are engaged particularly in regulation of communication networks as to how to counter all this. It is only
then that we would contemplate the idea of how to fix such recommendations at the national level.....
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