Modern English
Phonology



The unstressed e [o]

sente — sent
keepen — keep

bookes —books

likes [li:kes] — [laiks]

stopped [stoped

— [stopt]



= When the root vowel was long, the letter ‘e’ at
the end of the word was still written.

= ‘mute’ e appeared.

s There were some words in which ‘mute’ e was
added to the end although it had never been
there: ston — stone, bon — bone.



The Great Vowel Shift

s The Great Vowel Shift was a massive sound
change atffecting the long vowels of English
during the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries.

s The long vowels were either narrowed or

diphthongized.



The mid-open and open long vowels were
narrowed, thus they became closed.

s The narrowing of the closed vowels caused their
diphthongization.

s NB! The Great vowel shift did not affect
spelling.



= Basically, the long vowels shifted upwards;
that is, a vowel that used to be pronounced
in one place in the mouth would be
pronounced in a different place, higher up in
the mouth.
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1: — ai time [ti:me| — [taim]

e — 1 keep [ke:p] — [ki:p]

€ — e — 1 sea [sei] — [se:] — [st]
a: — el name

J: — ou g0

o: — w moon

u: — au out



s The process of change was gradual. Each stage
took more than 100 years.

XVe |XVie [ XVIe |XVIIec

a; x: e: e: el




» OF [&] — ME [€i] — [e:] XVIc) — [1:]
(XVII c.)
m ea [i:] « [e:] <« [€i]

s ee [i:] < [e:]

XIVe. |XVe. XVIc. |XVIIc.
[me:t] [mi:t] [mi:t] [mi:t]
meet meet meet meet
[me:t] |[met] |[me:t] [mi:t]
meet meet meat meat




Shortening of the long vowels

1. Before [d, t, 0]

s [&] — [e]: breed — bread

2. Before [v, d, 0]

s [u] — [u]: glove [glu:ve] — [gluv], blood ...

.

s Before [k]: book [bu:k] — [buk]




The development of some long

vowels
1) [a] — [a:]
s before ‘t’ and voiceless fricatives: hard, fast,
path

‘al’ before ‘m, £’: calm, half
2) [9] — [9:] betore ‘t’: lord [l 9:d]
ou] — [2:] before ght: brought [bro:t]




3) [8:] was the result of the vocalization of ‘t” after
1, e, u]: first [fa:st], her, turn (1n the XVI c.)



Changes of in the system of short
vowels

s There appeared two short vowels [, A |:

s [a] — [2]: land [land] — [leend]

s [u] — [A]: glove [gluv] — [glAV]
run [run| — [rAn]
No change took place if [u] followed labial
consonants: put, full, bush. Bu? : but, fun.



New diphthongs

» They appeared as the result of the vocalization
ot ‘t’ between two vowels:

-are care [ka:ra] — [kea]
-ere here [he:ro] — [hig]



s Variant 1

s Kakue cOOBITHUS B AKOHOMMUUYECKOMU KU3HU
AHTAMIICKOTO OOIIECTBA CIIOCOOCTBOBAAN

dopMHIPOBAHNIO HAITMOHAABHOTO AaHTAHHCKOTO
HAITMOHAABHOTIO S3BIKA?

= B cBA3w ¢ yem BAmMAHTE PPAHITY3CKOTO A3BIKA HA
ANTAUUICKIU OKA3bIBACTCSI HAMOOAEE CUABHBIM

BO BTOpOoH rtoroBuHE XIV B.7



s Variant 2

g |lo xakum IIPUINHAM BOCTOYHOMUAACHACKUN
AHMAAEKT CTAHOBUTCI OCHOBOI AAS
HAITMOHAABHOTIO S3BIKA?

s Kakue S3bIKM OKa3bIBAIOT CUABPHOE BAUSHUIE HA
pasBUTHE AHTAMUCKOIO SI3BIKA B 3IIOXY
Bospoxaenusar [Togemy?



m Variant 3

s Kakue cOOBITHUS B HOAMTHYECCKOMU KU3HU
AHTAMIICKOTO OOIIECTBA CIIOCOOCTBOBAAN

dopMHIPOBAHNIO HAITMOHAABHOTO AaHTAHHCKOTO
HAITMOHAABHOTIO S3BIKA?

= Kakyro peakimro BBI3BAAO «HABOAHECHUEY
AHTAUMCKOTO fA3BIKA AATUHU3MAMU?



s Variant 4

s B uem, mo maernro A.J1. CmupaHuTIKOTO,
3akATOogaeTcsA BKAaA Lok, Hocepa, Ax. Yukauda,
V. Kackcrona B (popMupoBanme
HAITMOHAABHOIO AHTAMMCKOIO SI3BIKA?

s C KakmMu COOBITHAMU CBA3AHO PACIIIIPEHUE
O0OAACTH PACHPOCTPAHEHUS AHIAHHICKOTO fA3BIKA

B X VI-XVII BB.?



