Golden rule of the
English speaking nation

Be more polite
Less direct
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HEDGES

Politeness: making what we say less direct

When we speak and write, we usually try not to be too direct. There are a number of ways in which we
can do this.

Softening words (hedges)

@se softening words or hedges to make what we say@

2> Compare

softer more direct

It's kind of cold in here, isn’t it? Could

e oso the wirdow? It's cold in here. Let’s close the window.

Could you just turn the radio down a Turn down the radio. (The imperative is
little, please? very direct when used in requests.)

Your playing could possibly be

improved. : :
i o g . You must improve your playing. You
[giving someone criticism on their musical p j
need to spend more time working on
performance]

the rhythm.
You may need to spend more time £

working a little bit on the rhythm.



Vague language

We use vague language to make times and quantities sound less direct and more approximate:
A: Are you coming for dinner tomorrow night?
B: Absolutely. What time is best for you?
A: Any time around eight would be perfect.

It's about seven o’clock so I think we should be leaving soon. (less direct than It's seven o'clock
S0 we should be leaving now.)

A: What colour is your dress?

B: It’s kind of green and brown, with a few gold buttons on the front.



ROLE PLAY A DIALOGUE USING THE
HEDGE-TECHNIQUE

Ask your teacher / partner:

L/

“* to repeat the question.
* to give you that book / newspaper / material for a day or two.

To let you move in for 2 weeks

to be friendlier to your mother in law
to drive slower

To stop talking
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