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HOUSE OF 
SAXE-COBURG 

AND GOTHA A much loved king, the 
opposite of his dour father. 

He loved horse-racing, 
gambling and women! This 
Edwardian Age was one of 
elegance. Edward had all 

the social graces and many 
sporting interests, yachting 

and horse-racing – his 
horse Minoru won the 

Derby in 1909. 

EDWARD VII 1901 – 1910



HOUSE OF 
WINDSOR George had not 

expected to be king, but 
when his elder brother 

died he became the 
heir-apparent. He had 
joined the Navy as a 

cadet in 1877 and loved 
the sea. He was a bluff, 

hearty man with a 
‘quarter-deck’ manner. 

In 1893 he married 
Princess Mary of Teck, 

his dead brother’s 
fiancee. 

GEORGE V 1910 – 1936



Edward was the most 
popular Prince of 

Wales Britain has ever 
had. Consequently 
when he renounced 
the throne to marry 
Mrs. Wallis Simpson 
the country found it 

almost impossible to 
believe. The people as 
a whole knew nothing 
about Mrs. Simpson 

until early in December 
1936. Mrs. Simpson 
was an American, a 

divorcee and had two 
husbands still living 

EDWARD VIII June 1936 – abdicated December 1936



George was a shy and 
nervous man with a 
very bad stutter, the 
exact opposite of his 
brother the Duke of 
Windsor, but he had 
inherited the steady 
virtues of his father 

George V. He was very 
popular and well loved 
by the British people. 

The prestige of the 
throne was low when 

he became king, but his 
wife Elizabeth and his 
mother Queen Mary 
were outstanding in 
their support of him.

GEORGE VI 1936-1952



the House and 
Family of Windsor

"Will and Pleasure that I and My 
children shall be styled and 

known as the House and Family 
of Windsor, and that My 

descendants, other than female 
descendants who marry and 

their descendants, shall bear the 
name of Windsor." Philip 

privately complained, "I am 
nothing but a bloody amoeba. I 
am the only man in the country 
not allowed to give his name to 

his own children. 

On 8 February 1960, some years 
after both the death of Queen 
Mary and the resignation of 

Churchill, the Queen confirmed 
that she and her children would 

continue to be known as the 
"House and Family of Windsor", 

as would any agnatic 
descendants who enjoy 

the style of Royal Highness and 
the title of prince or 

princess. Still, Elizabeth also 
decreed that her agnatic 

descendants who do not have 
that style and title would bear 

the 
surname Mountbatten-Windsor



Elizabeth Alexandra 
Mary, or ‘Lilibet’ to 

close family, was born 
in London on 21 April 
1926. Like her parents, 
Elizabeth was heavily 

involved in the 
war effort during the 
Second World War, 

serving in the women’s 
branch of the British 
Army known as the 
Auxiliary Territorial 
Service, training as 

a driver and mechanic. 
Elizabeth and her 

sister Margaret 
anonymously 

joined the crowded 
streets of London 

on VE Day to celebrate 
the end of the war. 

ELIZABETH II 1952 – 2022



Following the death 
of Queen Elizabeth 

II, Charles 
succeeded to throne 

at the age of 73, 
taking the title King 
Charles III, his wife 
Camilla becoming 
Queen Consort. 

Charles is the oldest 
heir apparent to 
succeed to the 
British throne. 
Charles Philip 

Arthur George was 
born in Buckingham 

Palace on 14th 
November 1948 and 

became heir 
apparent on the 
accession of his 
mother as Queen 

Elizabeth II in 1952.

Charles III 2022 –...
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