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The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain-and
Northern Ireland, commonly known as the UK Parlioment or
the British Parliament, is the supreme legislative body in

the United Kingdom, British-Crown dependencies and British
overseas territories. It alone possesses legislative
supremacy-and thereby uliimate power over all other
politfical bodies in.the UK-and'its territories. lis head'is

the Sovereign of the United-Kingdom-and ifs seaft.is the
Palace of Westminster in Westminster, London.



The parliament is bicameral, consisting of an upper

house (the House of Lords) and a lower house (the House of
Commons). The Sovereign forms the third component of the
legislature (the Queen-in-Parlioment). The House of Lords
Includes two different types of members: the Lords

Spiritual (the senior bishops of the Church of England) and
the Lords Temporal (members of the Peerage) whose
members are not elected by the population at large, but are
appointed by the Sovereign on the advice of the Prime
Minister.



The House of Commons is a democratically elected
chamber with elections held at least every five years. The
two Houses meet in separate chambers in the Palace-of
Westminsterin lkondon. By constitutional conyention,

all government ministers, inCluding the Prime Minister, are
members of the House of Commons — or, less commonly, the
House of Lords — and.are thereby accountable to the
respective branches of the legislature.



The Parioment-of Great Britain was formed in 1707 following the ratification of
the Treaty of Union by Acts of Union passed by the Parliament of England and
the Parliament of Scotland. At thestart of the nineteenth century, Parlioment
was further enlarged by Acts of.-Union ratified by the Parlioment of Great
Britain and the Parliament of Ireland that abolished the latter and added 100
Irish MPs and 32 Lords to the former to create the Parlioment of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. The Royal and Parliamentary Titles Act
1927 formally amended the name o the "Parliament of the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern lreland®, 5.years.after.the secession of the Irish
Free State.



Emblem

The quasi-official emblem of the Houses of
Parliament is a crowned portcullis. The
portcullis was originally the badge of various
English noble families from the 14th century. It
went on to be adopted by the kings of

the Tudor dynasty in the 16th century, under
whom the Palace of Westminster became the
regular meeting place of Parliament. The
crown was added to make the badge a
specifically royal symbol.



The crowned portcullis came to be accepted during the 20th century as the emblem of both
houses of parliament. This was simply a result of custom and usage rather than a specific decision.
The emblem now appears on official stationery, publications and papers, and is stamped on
various items in use in the Palace of Westminster, such as cutlery, silverware and china. Various

shades of red and green are used for visual identification of the House of Lords and the House of
Commons.
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