
Active Tenses

The meaning of the 
tenses 

in British English



Прямая времени

Now

Past Future



Simple Continuous Perfect Perfect
Continuous

Present

Констатация 
факта

V

Процесс

be + Ving

Результат

have + V3

Процесс +
 результат

have been + 
Ving

Past

Future

Future-in-
the-Past



Simple Continuous Perfect Perfect
Continuous

Present

+ V/V3
- do/does not 
V
? Do/does V

+ am/is/are Ving
- am/is/are not 
Ving
? Am/Is/Are Ving

+ have/has V3

- have/has not 
V3

? Have/has V3

+ have/has been 
Ving
- have/has not 
been Ving

Past
+ V2
- did not V
? Did V

+ was/were Ving
- was/were not 
Ving
? Was/Were Ving

+ had V3

- had not V3

? Had V3

+ had been Ving
- had not been 
Ving
? Had been Ving 

Future
+ will V
- will not V
? will V

+ will be Ving
- will not be Ving
? Will be Ving

+ will have V3

- will not have 
V3

? Will have V3

+ will have been 
Ving
- will not have 
been Ving

Future-in-
the-Past

+ would V
- would not V
? Would V

+ would be Ving
- would be Ving
? Would be Ving

+ would have 
V3

- would not 
have V3

? Would have 
V3

+ would have been 
Ving
- would not have 
been Ving


