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Expressing future actions. g

Study the difference between will and (be) going to: )

Sarah is talking to Helen: will (‘ll): We use will to announce a new | >\)
J decision. The party is a new idea.
e.

Let’s have a party) That's a great idea.
. We'll invite lots of peopl
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decision
now f
!
past now future |
SARAH HELEN f
Later that day, Helen meets Dan: (be) going to: We use (be) going to when N
Sarah and | have decided to have a party. we have already decided to do something.
We're going to invite lots of people. Helen had already decided to invite lots
of people before she spoke to Dan.

decision

before | ;

We're going to ...
|
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past now future §
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Val
Present continuous (I am doing) with a future meaning g

This is Ben's diary for next week.

He is playing tennis on Monday afternoon. ' >/\)
He is going to the dentist on Tuesday morning. :
He is having dinner with Kate on Friday.

In all these examples, Ben has already decided and
arranged to do these things.
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Present simple (I do) with a future meaning

We use the present simple when we talk about timetables, programmes etc. (for public
k transport, cinemas etc.):

) My train leaves at 11.30, so | need to be at the station by 1115.
| What time does the film start this evening?
L It's Wednesday tomorrow. / Tomorrow is Wednesday. \

You can use the present simple to talk about people if their plans are fixed like a timetable:
) | start my new job on Monday.
) What time do you finish work tomorrow?

But the continuous is more usual for personal arrangements:
| What time are you meeting Ann tomorrow? (not do you meet)

Compare:

|

Present continuous ’ Present simple

| What time are you arriving? - | What time does the train arrive?
I'm going to the cinema this evening. = | The film starts at 815 (this evening).




4 hPast Continuous vs Past Simple \

. Past Continuous vs Past Simple ! )

¥/
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We use the past continuous: We use the past simple: A
¢ for an action which was in progress e for an action that took place at a
at a stated time in the past. specific time in the past.
The girls were playing volleyball at five Simon went to camp last month.
o'clock in the afternoon. (When did he go to camp? Last month.)
(When did they start? We don't know.)
® for two or more actions happening at '
the same time in the past.
The children were studying while their * actions which happened immediately
mother was cooking. one after the other in the past. 4
First she made the pizza, then she put it in |

* for an action which was in progress

when another action interrupted it e g

The action that interrupted it is in the

past simple.

Mary was cooking when he burnt her hand.
Time expressions used with the past Time expressions used with the pasl
continuous: simple:

while, when, as, all day / night / morning, all day | ago, yesterday, last month / week / year, in
yesterday, ete 2005, then, etc.
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. Underline the correct item.

1 | watched / was watching a DVD when my cat jumped / was jumping on me.

2 She was buying / bought a new dress last month.

3 Greg was sleeping / slept while Joanne listened / was listening to her MP3 player.

Mum cooked / was cooking dinner when someone knocked / was knocking on the door.
Sue was watering / watered the flowers when it started / start to rain.

They were walking / walked to school last Monday because there was no bus.

| ate / was eating a sandwich while my parents drank / were drinking coffee.
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IE 1 A What1) .. were Bhe children dairg . . (the children/do) whenyou?) .. ... returned. . ...
N (return) home last night? y
S e et S (watch) a DVD and Andrew =,
i ' 5 a3 - e o T (do) his homework. >)\)
2 AHowt)...... s AR s siman e ] (Anne/break) her leg?
IR R N By S | (ride) her horse when she
R R R (lall) and Q) Gassecanesssaeinen PP CRRRA vo > 08
(land) on her leg.
I TR R s o 46 s = s 8/s)aes 50 iasinssnanunassuualboye (she/go) to hospital?
B: Yes, she did.
CEU TR T L R S PR p— (you/see) Peter?
I R o R e« A0S a ks &' s = na 0 el s o0 w0 03 upsndsns (do) my shiopping al the supernakel.
T L R Iels < fla T lia Ve bianssanascnsossoarsoansans (call) you last night but you
S O AR (not/answer). Where were you?
ST SR S e e S S (jog) in the park.
B e =t ini s e o e iaeniwnacseenes (you/hear) what happened to George?
B. Nu! Is he OK?
Rl MR 2) e evisrianes e e IR E S SR (ride) his bike to school
U S e R sy e RO S Y PR e (jump) out in front of

I R R S RO S wuam n s« 04 ss osvnals NI RUB VO po v an (try) to stop but he
............................................... (fall) against a wall. Luckily, he




Your Homework:
*Compete Entry Test
*Get prepared for the grammar
test
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