IN SEARCH OF TASTE.
SENTIMENTALISM IN RUSSIAN

LITERATURE




In the second part of the XVIII century a new literary trend, which is called
sentimentalism, appears in many European countries. Its appearance was caused
by a deep crisis of the feudal absolutist regime.

There are two directions in Russian sentimentalism:

1. Democratic (to emphasize the moral superiority of serfs over landowners, to
show the real life and the sensitivily of the heroes is widely and varied presented
there — from tenderness and joy to anger and indignation)

Representatives: A.N.Radishchev, N.S.Smirnov, I.I.Martynov

2. Nobialiary ( to restore the human dignity of a serf in the eyes of sociaty, to
reveal his spiritual wealth, to show harmonious relations between landowners and
peasants)

Representatives: N.M.Karamzin, [.I.Dmitriev,M.N.Muravyov




THE MAIN CHARACTERS OF
SENTIMENTALISM

The highest value is a person
Feeling take important place

Heroes are divided into positive and negative. The first one are responsive,
kind and capable of self-sacrifice and selfless love (peasants, artisans, rural
clergy). The negative heroes are always prudent, selfish and arrogant ( power,
nobles, high spiritual ranks).




COMPOSITION OF LITERARY WORKS

1. Journey from Petersburg to Moscow (A.N.Radishchev)
There are three components in the style of this work:
1) Discription of the real life:

«Kapn JlemenTboru — cemasi 60poja, B BOCEMb BEPIIIKOB OT HIKHEH TyObl. Hoc kiisimom,
71232 BBAIWIIMCH, OPOBU KaK CMOJIb, KITAHSAETCS 00 pyKy, OOpOy INIauT, BCEX BEINYACT:
omaronerens Moi» (T. 1. C. 265)

«51 0003pen B epBbIi pa3 BHUMATEIbHO BCIO YTBAPh KPECTHIHCKUS U30bL... UeThIpE CTEHBI,
110 TIOJIOBUHBI IOKPBITHIS TAK, KAK U BECH ITOTOJIOK, CAXKEI0, I10JI B LIEJISIX, HA BEPLIOK, 110
KpailHel Mepe, MOpoCcHIni rps3blo; neub 0e3 TpyOsl...» (T. 1. C. 377)

2) Emothional (shows us phychological reaction of the traveller) :

«KecTokocepiplii MOMENIMK! TOCMOTPH Ha JIETe KpEeCThsiH, TeOe MoaBIaCTHLIX. OHU
nouty Haru. OT4ero? He ThI JIM POJILINX UX B OOJIE3HU U TOPECTH OOJIOKUI CBEPX BCEX

MoJIeBbIX paboT oOpokoM? He ThI i HECOTKAaHHOE €Ile TOJIOTHO OIpeaeseib cede B
nosb3y?» (T. 1. C. 378)

«Kecrokocepaplii MOMENIUK! TOCMOTPH Ha JIE€TEH KPECThsH, TeOE MoaABIacTHBIX. OHU
noutu Haru. OT4ero? He ThI JIM POJIINX UX B OOJIE3HU U TOPECTH OOJI0KUII CBEPX BCEX

MOJIEBBIX pabOT 00pokoM? He ThI 11 HECOTKAaHHOE €I1I€ TTOJIOTHO OMpeIeIseib ceoe B
nonb3y?» (T. 1. C. 378)
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3) Ideological ( the thoughts of the author)

N3 unenoB cyna, rocrogud KpecThsIHKMH, — HApYIIWI B HUX MIPABO IpaklaHuHA
CBOUM 3BEPCTBOM... 3aKOH, CTEPETYILINMN IpakaaHNHA, ObIJI B OTJAJICHHOCTH. ..
Torna Bo3poXkaaICs 3aKOH MPUPOJIBL... M KPECThsIHE, YOUBIIIHE 3BEPCKOTO aceccopa,

B 3akoHe 00BHHEeHMs He umeroT» (T. 1. C. 278).
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The poem «Golubok» was written by Ivan Ivanovich Dmitriev:

[TpekpacHsiii romyounk! Ckaku MHE, OTKOJIE,
Kyna 1 Kk KoMy ThI CTOJIb OBICTPO JIETUIIb?
JIyImmcT ThI, Kak po3a, IIBETYINAas B MOJIE;
Koro TbI, roiay04YuK, KOro BeCeIUIlb?

['omy6oxk

S ciy)ky AHaKpeoRy,

A nr00e3HBIN ceil TIEBEL]
[Tomy4unn MeHs B Harpaay

Ot Benepsl 3a cTuxu;

C Tol MUHYTBHI, KaK Thl BUIHUIIIb,
[Tucema s ero Hoy,

U Tenepp neuy K barumny,

KTo murenser Bcex cepaua.
['ocrioguH Mol oOeraet

Ckopo jath cBOOOIYy MHE,
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Ho, xotst OB1 TO M crenai,

51 ocTanych BCE PU HEM.
Yto 3a paioCTh MHE JI€TATH
ITo mosisim 1 o ropam,
YKpBIBaTbCS HA IEPEBBAX

W nutarbcsi 4eM-HUOY b,
Ecnu s Bo BceM J0BOJIEH,
XJ1e0 KJII0I0 BCEra U3 pyK
Camoro AHakpeoHa

M BUHO C HUM BMECTE MbIO?
ITbr0 32 HUM U3 TOM K€ YalllH,
A HaCBITICh UM, BCIIPBITHY
Ha ero toruac s tems

N TUXOXOHBKO KPYKYCh,

A TIOTOM €10 KpblUIaMH

A cBoumMu 000HMYy

U, cnerka cnycrtsch Ha JIUPY,
3a0bIBAIOCA U CILIIO.

<1792>







