Listening
Young and homeless

| can recognise paraphrases of simple verbs in a recording.

Where can you see home comfort?

What are your most important home
comforts?

Which ones could you manage
without?

I could manage without ...




Work in pairs. Look at the photo, title and slogan.
What happens on a 'Big Sleep Out’, do you think?
Who might take part in this event? For what?
Would you like to take part too? Why? Why not?

sleep in the street

spend the night in
the open




RAISING MONEY FOR PEOPLE WHU SLEEP ROUGH

Nobody knows exactly how many young p_NIe inthe UK are

homeless, but the figure may be as high as 75,000. Many of them are
teenagers who don't live with their families. While the majority of
homeless people are unemployed, some have jobs but are still unable
to afford accommodation, especially in places where rents are very
high, like London. The Big Sleep Out is a charity event which raises
money to tackle homelessness among young people. Big Sleep Outs
happen all over the country. People who are not homeless choose to
sleep rough for one night. This raises a lot of money each year and
reminds politicians to look for a solution to the problem.

Read the text and check your ideas from exercise 1.
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3 Read Listening Strategy 1. Complete the definitions
with the words below.

Write about different situations with
the idioms.

(Mum is trying to cook and clean the kitchen
at the same time. I'll give her a hand.)

contact ignore| | talk

1 to give somebody a hand = to somebody
2 toturn a blind eye to something = to something
3 tomake a bigeffort =to____hard

4 to have thetimeof yourlife=to_____ yourself a lot

5 to have a word with somebody=to ____to somebody ’ = (\‘\ @ | Q
6 to get in touch with somebody = to somebody ‘&«LAL#/ e



Listen to three short recordings. Answer the questions.
Use the verbs and phrases in exercise 3 to help you.

Speaker 1 Speaker 2 Speaker 3
. . . Does he think the Does she think
Did she enjoy her Big organisers tried hard to politicians ignore the
Sleep Out? publicise the event this problem of
L No, she didn't enjoy it. | Yes, he does. Yes, she does.|

Did they contact the

Did she talk to the local newsbaber last Did she help at the
organisers? p,‘p office of a charity?
L No, she didn’t. ____Speaker3 | think charities do a great job to publicise the she did. L)

problem of homelessness. Politicians want to turn a blind eye
to it, but they can't - the charities won't let them! That's why
| decided to support this year’s Big Sleep Out. | couldn't be

there for the event itself, but I gave them a hand in the off ce.



Would you take par' in an event like the Big Sleep Out? Do oLl think
that events like this can really help people in need?

Or would you prefer to stay in your comfortable bed?




increase
sharply

go up a lot

offer/ require
assistance

need help

very
important

a high
priority

at the moment

currently

suggest
something

make a proposal

find a job

gain employment




Formal Ianguage offer/ require assistance

currently

very important

a high priority

make a proposal

go up a lot
need help

R find a job

4% gain employment
e = increase sharply

suggest something

at the moment



Read Listening Strategy 2. Then listento five & -
recordings. Which excerpts contain formal language? 3 611aroTeopuTeNIbHOCTD nonaratb
Use the table below to help you identify them.

Speaker3 We're making two proposals for tackling the

increase sharply goupa lot Sp Speaker4 |'ve been sleeping on the streets, on and off, for

offer | recuineassistance need help Speaker5 We get quite a lot of homeless people in the city
_ — - centre, and to be honest, | don't really like it. | think the

a high priority very important number has gone up a lot recently. They make me feel a bit

make a proposal suggest something  uncomfortable, especially if they talk to me when I'm on my

currently at the moment own. | know they're probably harmless, but they don't look

gain employment find a job very friendly! In the evenings, a lot of them seem to hang |

around the High Street. | usually avoid that area if I'm walking

home on my own.
0XuaaTb BbI6Op
Speaker 2 Speaker 5

3a60TUTbHCA O mnsberatb

Speaker 3

Experts 1 and 3 use
formal language.
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Choose the correct answer.

1 Who is Speaker 1 speaking to?
a<An audience at a conference>
b A friend who works for a charity.
¢ Ayoung homeless person.

Speaker 1 I've been working for a charity called Safe Houses for
three years now, and in that time the number of young people
without a home has increased sharply. Charities like ours do not
have enough time or money to deal with all the people who
require assistance. Only the government can really solve the
problem, but unfortunately, homelessness is not a high priority
for most people. One of our aims as a charity is to change that.



Choose the correct answer.
2 Speaker 2 thinks that older people A
a care more about homelessness.
b are more likely to take part in the Big Sleep Out.

«<—often don't have time to think about homelessness>

Speaker2 | was expecting to be one of the youngest people

on the Sleep Out, but in fact there were lots of people my age
or younger. | think young people care about homelessness —
especially when they see people sleeping rough on the streets
who need help. Whereas older people often just walk past,
maybe because they're too busy. | suppose that’s why so many
young people want to be part of an event like the Big Sleep Out.
'm going to suggest that all of my friends take part next year.



Choose the correct answer.

3 Who does Speaker 3 work for? AS
a ayouth hostel
b alocal business

<€ acity councir—

Speaker3 We're making two proposals for tackling the
problem of homelessness in our city. Firstly, for people who
are currently sleeping rough, we will provide free places at
local youth hostels. And secondly, we're offering assistance for
young, homeless people who need to find work — because
we know how difficult it can be to gain employment when
you are homeless. With these proposals, we aim to fulfil the
promise we made during the election - to make our city

a better place for all of its inhabitants.




Choose the correct answer.

4 What does Speaker 4 dislike most about?e‘i:ng homeless?

<@_Receiving unkind comments._—
b Seeing people fight.

¢ Spending too much time on his own.

Speaker4 |'ve been sleeping on the streets, on and off, for
about a year now. Nobody plans to do that - it just happens to
you. | was in a children’s home until | was 17 but | had to leave
because there were a lot of arguments and fights. | needed
some space and some time on my own — that was very
important. At the moment, | don't mind living on the streets
too much. The worst thing is when people call me lazy and tell
me to find a job. That hurts me. They don't understand.



Choose the correct answer.
. - = IS
5 Why does Speaker 5 avoid the High Street at night?

a She thinks it is dangerous.

ne homeless people make her anxious  —
¢ She does not know what to say to the homeless people.

Speaker5 We get quite a lot of homeless people in the city
centre, and to be honest, | don't really like it. | think the
number has gone up a lot recently. They make me feel a bit
uncomfortable, especially if they talk to me when I'm on my
own. | know they're probably harmless, but they don't look
very friendly! In the evenings, a lot of them seem to hang

around the High Street. | usually avoid that area if I'm walking
home on my own.



What would be the worst thing about being homeless7

| think the worst thing would be not having a bed /
feeling cold all the time / not being able to wash ...

the weather grheqpecples

attitude
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being N
uncomfortable IF'J being alone - hygiene



Do you think the text
reflects homelessness
In your country?

Is there a similar number

of homeless people in

you r cou nTr'Y? \ Nobody knows exactly how many young pwﬁle in the UK are
- homeless, but the figure may be as high as 75,000. Many of them are

teenagers who don't live with their families. While the majority of
. . homeless people are unemployed, some have jobs but are still unable
A re They asimi I(]r' 096? to afford accommodation, especially in places where rents are very
high, like London. The Big Sleep Out is a charity event which raises
money to tackle homelessness among young people. Big Sleep Outs
Are the causes the same? happen all over the country. People who are not homeless choose to
sleep rough for one night. This raises a lot of money each year and
reminds politicians to look for a solution to the problem.




