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* Appendicitis represents one of the most common causes 
of abdominal pain of children  patients referred to the 
emergency department. More than 250,000 cases of 
appendicitis are diagnosed in the United States each year, 
and appendectomy is the most frequent emergent 
surgery performed worldwide [1,2]. Despite its prevalence, 
the diagnosis of appendicitis can be elusive and fraught 
with pitfalls because of the absence of a pathognomonic 
sign or symptom, the poor predictive value of associated 
laboratory testing, and its varied presentation diagnosis 
[3-5]. 
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* Imaging is necessary in adult patients referred with 
clinically suspected acute appendicitis: in fact, there is 
wide agreement that the outcome of acute appendicitis is 
best with early diagnosis. Graded-compression US remains 
our first-line method in the evaluation of patients referred 
with clinically suspected acute appendicitis. It can be 
performed at any time, regardless of specific patient’s 
preparation. Nevertheless, due to variable diagnostic 
accuracy, individual skill is requested not only to perform a 
successful exam, but also to triage those equivocal cases 
that, subsequently, will have to undergo Computed 
Tomography assessment

Conclusions


