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* The past perfect continuous (also called past perfect
progressive) is a verb tense which is used to show that an
action started in the past and continued up to another point in
the past.



Past Perfect Continuous Forms

The past perfect continuous is formed using had + been +
present participle. Questions are indicated by inverting the

subject and had. Negatives are made with not




Past Perfect Continuous Present Perfect Continuous

Past Present Future Past Present Future

Action started in the past and continued up Action started in the past and has
to another point in the past continued up until now



"For five minutes" and "for two weeks" are both durations which can
be used with the past perfect continuous. Notice that this is related
to the present perfect continuous; however, the duration does not

continue until now, it stops before something else in the past.




 Using the past perfect continuous before another action in the
past is a good way to show cause and effect.

Past Present Future




REMEMBER Non-Continuous Verbs/ Mixed Verbs

* |t is important to remember that Non-continuous verbs cannot be
used in any continuous tenses. Also, certain non-continuous
meanings for mixed verbs cannot be used in continuous tenses.
Instead of using past perfect continuous with these verbs, you must

use past perfect.




Non-continuous verbs

These verbs are rarely used in continuous tenses. They include:

 Abstract Verbs
to be, to want, to cost, to seem, to need, to care, to contain, to owe, to exist...

* Possession Verbs
to possess, to own, to belong...

e Emotion Verbs
to like, to love, to hate, to dislike, to fear, to envy, to mind...




« ADVERB PLACEMENT

« for grammar adverbs such as: always, only, never, ever, still,
just, etc.

ACTIVE | PASSIVE

NOTE: Passive forms of the past perfect continuous are not common.



Tests

* https://www.englishpage.com/verbpage/verbs13.htm

e https://www.englishpage.com/verbpage/verbs14.htm




