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A book is one of the greatest wonders of world.
Why are so many people fond of reading? The world
of books is full of wonders. Together with the
characters of books you can find yourself in
different and countries, have a lot of adventures.
The book is a faithful friend. They form our values
and characters. We try to look like the characters
of your favourite books: to be brave, honest, not to
be silly and greedy, to be real friends. We enjoyed
the beauty and wisdom of fairy-tales and fables
when we were babies and Granny read them. They
taught us to be kind, clever, hardworking, to
understand other people and help them. They
teach us to understand the beauty of nature, take
care of it, to love our homeland.




It’s impossible to be an educated person without good books. Most of the
books are to be read just once, others can be read plenty of times. And
each time you find something new and useful as you turn the same pages
of your favourite books. | am fond of books about adventures and great
people, detective stories and science fiction. | enjoy reading them when |
have spare time.

But my favorite book of all times is a novel “Three comrades” written by a
German writer Erich Maria Remarque. This book was recommended to me
by my elder sister and I’m grateful to her for that advice. It was really
worth reading.

“Three comrades” is a book about love and friendship of three common
people (Robert, Otto and Gottfried) who lived in Germany between the two
World wars. The main characters are real friends who struggle together
with poverty and violence and they manage to preserve their dignity and
humanity. The story of beautiful and tragic love between Robert and Pat is
heart-breaking because the girl dies of tuberculosis.

| find the book very powerful and deeply moving. It teaches people to find
the inner strength to live in a tough world. It often helps me when | find
myself in a difficult situation and | need an answer to some question. It is
my great friend and teacher.




A LITTLE ABOUT THE BOOK

Three Comrades is a novel
first published in 1936 by
the German author Erich
Maria Remarque. A love
story centered around the
lives of three young
German soldiers in the
years following World War
|. Their close friendship is
strengthened by their
shared love for the same
woman who is dying of
tuberculosis.
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Erich Maria Remarque,
pseudonym of Erich Paul
Remark, (born June 22,
1898, Osnabruck, Ger.—died
Sept. 25, 1970, Locarno,
Switz.), novelist who is
chiefly remembered as the
author of Im Westen nichts
Neues (1929; All Quiet on the
Western Front), which
became perhaps the
best-known and most
representative novel dealing
with World War I.




Remarque was drafted into the German army at the age of 18 and was
wounded several times. After the war he worked as a racing-car driver
and as a sportswriter while working on All Quiet on the Western Front.
The novel’s events are those in the daily routine of soldiers who seem
to have no past or future apart from their life in the trenches. Its
title, the language of routine communiqueés, is typical of its cool, terse
style, which records the daily horrors of war in laconic
understatement. Its casual amorality was in shocking contrast to
patriotic rhetoric. The book was an immediate international success,
as was the American film made from it in 1930. It was followed by a
sequel, Der Weg zuruck (1931; The Road Back), dealing with the
collapse of Germany in 1918. Remarque wrote several other novels,
most of them dealing with victims of the political upheavals of Europe
during World Wars | and Il. Some had popular success and were filmed
(e.g., Arc de Triomphe, 1946), but none achieved the critical prestige
of his first book.

Remarque left Germany for Switzerland in 1932. His books were
banned by the Nazis in 1933. In 1939 he went to the United States,
where he was naturalized in 1947. After World War Il he settled in
Porto Ronco, Switz., on Lake Maggiore, where he lived with his second
wife, the American actress Paulette Goddard, until his death
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THREE
COMRADES

A novel of Germany

between the wars




